
 

 

13th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As you will all be aware the Prime Minister has released the details of a further relaxation of 
COVID control measures and from Monday 17th May we move to step 3 of the government 
road map. The full school operational guidance can be read here  
 
In essence there is not a huge change in the safety control measures for schools other than 
for those students that wear face coverings.   
 
From Monday 17th May:  
 

 Face coverings will no longer be required to be worn in lessons by students or staff. 

Students can choose to continue to wear face masks in their lessons if they wish.  

 Face coverings will no longer be required to be worn by students in communal areas 

and corridors.  Again, students can choose to do this if they wish.  

 Staff and visitors are still recommended to wear face coverings in corridors or in 

areas where social distancing cannot be maintained with other adults.  

 Students are still required to wear face coverings whilst using public transport unless 

exempt. 

The guidance emphases that the reintroduction of face coverings may be advised by the 
Local Directors of Public Health for a temporary period in response to particular localised 
outbreaks.  
 
All other safety measures remain in place such as, the staggered day, frequent use of hand 
sanitiser, good respiratory hygiene with ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’, year group bubbles, zoning 
and students sitting side by side and facing front where possible in lessons.  
The guidance states that Lateral Flow Testing remains a vital part of the government plan to 
suppress the virus. All consenting staff and students are to continue with twice weekly 
testing, reporting the results to the NHS, including any positive test results to the school via 
reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk.  
 
If you or your child show symptoms of COVID 19 the advice remains the same, self-isolate 
and book a PCR test through calling the NHS 119 or via the NHS testing and tracing for 
coronavirus website.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/985138/10_May_Schools_Guidance.pdf
mailto:reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

Schools are to continue with the track and trace process in order to identify the close 
contacts of any positive cases within the school community.  
The guidance states that transitional days and taster events can run but need to be in line 
with the school risk assessment. As with all other secondary schools in Wokingham we will 
be welcoming our new year 7 onto site on 23rd June. There will be more information to 
follow regarding this.  
 
Summer 2021 Teacher Assessed Grades 
This week a Parent and Student guide has been issued. Click here to read in full. The 
document is useful and outlines the Appeals procedure.  All schools have to have an exams 
policy in place that explicitly relates to this summer’s grading process. Please find ‘The 
Bulmershe School Teacher Assessed Grades Centre Policy’ attached.  
 
Mental Health Awareness week 
As a community we all need to focus on our mental health. You have probably noticed at 
home how tired your child is. We are now in week four of this half term and this will be the 
longest that students have had to be in school and faced the day to day demands since 
October half term (you’ll remember that for all of the second half of the autumn term we 
were on a year group rotation). As a community we are all having to adjust to the increasing 
challenges and we are all realising how exhausting it can be! A range of resources have been 
released this week by various organisations, some of them are excellent. The focus is on 
connecting with nature. Please click on the link here.   
 
As always we are here to support if we can so please get in touch if you need to.  Our parent 
surveys have been issued again this week so please take a minute to complete them so that 
we can target support where it is needed. Please click here to access the survey. Student 
surveys have been issued via google classrooms.  
 
Uniform reminder 
Can I just remind you that we do not want students to wear hoodies (a jumper with a hood 
and no zip up the front). Students should also be wearing their Blazers.  
 
From 21st June (depending on the governments route out of COVID), we will be expecting 
students to be in full school uniform and not wearing PE kit to school. I fully appreciate that 
at that point in the year students may have grown out of uniform, and it will only be a 
month until the end of term but I feel it is important to return to normal as soon as possible. 
When the time arrives please do contact the school if you have any issues with uniform in 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984766/21-6780_Student_guide_to_awarding_in_summer_2021_pdf-a.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health
https://forms.gle/rbYcVJHzrHaa4uPP9


 

 

those remaining weeks. I will not be expecting parents to buy anything new but to make 
sensible substitutions leading up to the end of term. The details of our uniform and PE kit 
are on the school website. Click here to access the information.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher  
 
 

https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/49/uniform-and-school-shop

