
 

 

1st July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Mobile Phone Alert:  
Thank you for your support with the mobile phone alert on Tuesday. I haven’t received any feedback 
from either Reading or Wokingham Local Authority regarding the success of the trial, if I receive any 
further updates I’ll let you know.  
 
September start: 
I will write a more detailed letter, before the end of this term regarding the start back in September 
however I thought I would share with you what we are having to do.  As you are aware all schools 
are awaiting further guidance about September and the requirements for COVID safety.  
We are currently planning for a normal start back in September with year 7 and year 12 attending 
school on Friday 3rd September all day. The rest of the school then starting back on Monday 6th 
September.  However, we are also having to have a contingency plan in place which will include (for 
consenting families only) lateral flow testing at the beginning of term.  If we do have to complete 
lateral flow testing on site this will mean that the start back will be very slightly staggered.  
 
Wearing PE kit all day: 
On the 8th June a Parent Forum took place to specifically discuss the issue of wearing PE kit all day. 
This was an excellent, solution focused discussion with a group of 25-30 parents and I am really 
grateful for everyone’s time.   As promised I have met with the Senior Leadership Team and the Full 
Governing Body and the decision has been made that from September students are to continue to 
wear full school uniform every day and only wear PE kit during their PE lessons.   I know this will be 
disappointing to those parents but I truly feel that uniforms give students a sense of belonging and 
creates an identity for a school. Also, if students arrive in their uniform it means that they are buying 
into the school ethos.  School uniform can improve learning by reducing distraction, giving a sharper 
focus on school work and raising the expectations of everyone as the learning environment feels 
more professional.  I feel it is an important part of being a school student.   

However, having said all of the above I also feel that parents had some really valid points especially 
regarding anxiety about getting changed, further provision of cubicles in the changing rooms, 
provision of lockers (and if they can be free), and support for our Transgender community.  Since the 
initial meeting I have had two meetings with the our ‘No Labels Group’ in order to find solutions to 
better support our LGBTQ community. I have also had an initial meeting regarding cubicles and 
lockers.  Before the end of term, I would like to run another Parent Forum in order to discuss 
supporting students with taking part in their PE lessons if they suffer from anxiety. I will send out the 
details of this meeting early next week.  



 

 

 Timings of the school day, a trial from the Monday 5th July 2021 until the end of term: 

Please see the timings and gates below. Due to low usage we will be closing the Chequers Way gate 

from Monday 5th July. As per our current arrangement, if your child arrives by bus they can enter 

through the main gate.  

We would like to complete a trial of the timings and gates below from Monday 5th July. 

Year groups  Arrival times and gate  Dismissal times 

7 8.15-8.20 and Main Gate  2.55pm  

8 8.15-8.20 and Leisure Centre Gate  3.00pm 

9 8.25-8.30 and Leisure Centre Gate  2.55pm  

10 8.25-8.30 and Main Gate  3.00pm 

12 8.30-8.40 and Main Gate  3.05pm  

 

For years 7-10, tutor time begins at 8.30am. For year 12, tutor time will begin at 8.40am.  

If this trial is successful (and COVID restrictions allowing) we will adopt these timings for September.  

Please send any feedback regarding this trial period to my PA, Mrs Annetts, 

eannetts@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
Kind regards, 

Amanda Woodfin  

Headteacher  
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