
 

 

29th April 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a good week and are beginning to take advantage of some of the 
activities that the relaxation of lockdown is affording us all.  
 
The Big Ask: 
 
The Big Ask is a survey for children and young people aged 4–17 in England. This is a chance 
for young people to have their say on the things that matter to them. They can say what life 
is like, what they want in the future, and anything they think is holding them back.   
The survey is set up by the Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, who has stated 
that her mission is to listen to the authentic voices of children and young people. The link to 
the survey has been sent out to students on Google Classroom so please encourage your 
child to take part. You can read more about ‘The Big Ask’ project here. The survey is split 
into different age groups, so students can fill in a version appropriate for their age. There is 
also a survey for adults to complete, please click here to take part. 
 
Bike riding to/from school:  
 
It is fantastic that so many Bulmershe students are committed to riding their bikes to 
school, we even have one student that rides a unicycle to school! However, it is really 
important that cycle safety is taken seriously too. A large number of our students do wear 
helmets, which is excellent. Please I can strongly encourage all parents and carers to 
purchase a helmet for their child if they are riding their bike to school. In the last couple of 
weeks, we have had a few situations with students not taking due notice of traffic or 
pedestrians. We have had some students riding out in front of cars without stopping to look, 
riding in the middle of the road outside Early St Peters Primary School and on the pavement 
when lots of walkers are present. We are speaking to individuals and also addressing this in 
assemblies and tutor time but please can you emphasise to your child the importance of 
road safety. The basic rules and a link for more information are below.   
  
Road safety rules for children riding bikes: 
 

 Don't jump red lights or cycle on the pavement unless it's a designated cycle path; 

 Signal clearly at all times; 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adult-survey/


 

 

 Ride in a position where you can see and be seen; 

 make eye contact with other road users, especially at junctions, then you know 
they've seen you; 

 When riding at night always use a working white front light and red backlight, plus a 
red rear reflector - it's the law. 

  
If you're cycling on paths shared by walkers, wheelchair users, and horse riders: 
 

 Don't go too fast - it can intimidate others; 

 Use your bell to let others know you are approaching, but don't assume they can 
hear or see you; 

 Give way to others and always be prepared to slow down and stop if necessary; 

 Keep left or on your side of any dividing line; 

 Be careful at junctions, bends or entrances. 

 Road safety rules for kids 

 Don't jump red lights or cycle on the pavement unless it's a designated cycle path; 

 Signal clearly at all times; 

 Ride in a position where you can see and be seen; 

 Make eye contact with other road users, especially at junctions, then you know 
they've seen you; 

 When riding at night always use a working white front light and red backlight, plus a 
red rear reflector - it's the law. 

 
The link to the website can be found here. 
  
Electric Scooters 
 
There is currently an ongoing government trial for the use of e-scooters in public areas, 
although this is only for specified areas of the country, of which Wokingham is not yet 
included. However there have been some reports of young people using e-scooters on 
public pavements in the borough. It is not yet legal for electric scooters to be used on public 
pavements or public highways and they should only be used on private land. Where              
e-scooters are used on private land, appropriate protective clothing such as helmets and 
elbow/knee pads should be used. Whilst this is an issue that is enforced by the Police, we as 
the Local Authority want to ensure that children and young people are safe and adhering to 
the law, as you as educators will as well.  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/2019/everyday-walking-and-cycling/cycling-safety-for-children


 

 

 
Further information on the government’s e-scooter trial can be found here. 
Further information on the current rules and regulations on the use of powered 
transporters, including e-scooters, can be found here. 
 
Uniform 
 
Thank you so much for all your effort with your child’s uniform. Can I just remind you that 
we do not want students to wear hoodies (a jumper with a hood and no zip up the front).  
Students should also be wearing their Blazers.  
 
From 21st June (depending on the governments route out of COVID), we will be expecting 
students to be in full school uniform and not wearing PE kit to school.  I fully appreciate that 
at that point in the year students may have grown out of uniform, and it will only be a 
month until the end of term but I feel it is important to return to normal as soon as possible. 
When the time arrives please do contact the school if you have any issues with uniform in 
those remaining weeks. I will not be expecting parents to buy anything new but to make 
sensible substitutions leading up to the end of term.  The details of our uniform and PE kit 
are on the school website.   
 
The message below has come through from the DfE this afternoon.  
 
The importance of testing and reporting in secondary schools 
 
Testing continues to play a crucial role, in and out of classrooms, in our fight against 
coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 
Reporting test results can be done simply and quickly, from mobiles, online or by phone, 
and should be completed straightaway. Reporting not only supports contact tracing in the 
event of a positive case, but assists our understanding of community rates of infection. 
To help in communicating the importance of testing and reporting, a blog has been 
produced on why reporting your test result is as important as taking a test, featuring further 
guidance and common questions. This also includes details on financial support available to 
parents whose children are asked to self-isolate after contact with a positive case. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e-scooter-trials-guidance-for-users?utm_source=dddb6f14-16c3-49fa-b261-f54595ad73e0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/23/heres-why-reporting-your-test-result-is-as-important-as-taking-a-test?utm_source=29%20April%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

Home testing 
 
Thank you for your continued efforts with home testing, please keep this going. To continue 
to keep our community as safe as possible it is important that staff and students continue 
testing, twice a week. We distributed additional kits last Friday. We continue to test some 
students in school through arrangements with their families.  If you have any questions 
about testing please do contact us on reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
Please remember, we only need to know when you have a positive test result. Please report 
all positive test results to reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
Community Collect for Rapid Tests – Reminder: 
 
Households and bubbles of school, college or nursery staff or pupils will be able to collect 
lateral flow testing kits to use at home from several sites across the borough, under the new 
‘Community Collect’ scheme. 
Home test kits can be collected from Sindlesham Court (Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday to 
Saturday 8am-4pm), the Microsoft Campus (Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8am-
8pm and Wednesday, Friday Saturday 8am-4pm) and Woosehill Community Centre 
(Tuesday and Thursday, 8am to 7pm).  
This will make it even easier for these residents to access tests closer to home; and do these 
tests at a time that’s most convenient to them. Visit the community testing webpage for all 
the latest information. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and enjoy the extended weekend.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
 

mailto:reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/health/public-health-campaigns/lateral-flow-testing/

