
 

 

28th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The wider reopening of schools: following the government’s latest announcement schools 
look set to return in some form from March 8th however, this will be dependent on public 
health data and pressure on NHS capacity.  The Prime Minister has stated that he will give 
schools two weeks to prepare for reopening fully therefore, we would hope to have a 
decision from the government by 22nd February at the latest.  I’ll keep you updated! 
 
February half term: the government also confirmed on Tuesday this week that schools will 
be closed as usual over the February half term to all students.  I will also be encouraging 
students and parents to have a break over the half term to ensure we preserve and 
recharge our reserves of energy for the weeks ahead.  
 
Contact tracing during the February half term for students that have been attending the 
key worker/vulnerable provision: for students that have attended this provision, if during 
half term test positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms within 48 hours since 
being in school they need to inform the school using the normal email address: 
reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk.  If your child tests positive more than 48 hours 
since being in school, parents should follow the contact tracing instructions provided by the 
NHS Test and Trace.  
 
Reporting your child’s positive COVID result during lockdown: if your child is not attending 
school currently but your child tests positive for COVID-19 please inform the school on the 
normal email address: reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mock exams for year 11 and year 13: following the announcement regarding the possible 
reopening of schools on the 8th March we have decided to postpone our mock exams. The 
reason for this is that we would like students to complete them whilst in school rather than 
online. We will confirm a new date for the mocks once we have confirmation of the school 
reopening. During this time subject teachers should be covering mock exam content via 
remote lessons and providing all students with a clear topic list to enable revision to begin. 
Please contact your child’s teacher or tutor directly if you have any questions.  
 
Parent and student surveys: thank you very much for taking the time to complete the most 
recent survey. Your kind comments were most welcome, as were the sensible and helpful 
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suggestions as to how we can develop it further. Since the survey we have been working 
hard to ensure that all live content within a lesson is signposted effectively so that your child 
can join at the correct time, we are also busy encouraging all members of the community to 
complete tasks away from the screen if possible. Our third development area identified was 
to increase the feedback on work submitted by students. We do hope that you are starting 
to see developments in these areas as our tremendous team develop their skills.  We are 
also just consulting with staff on amending the length and timing of lessons in order to make 
the day more straightforward and build in more natural breaks away from the screen.  I will 
inform you of these details tomorrow.  
Please keep the feedback flowing, the next survey is available from Monday 8th February. 
We will send you the links closer to the time.   
 
Google Learning Platform Parental training: if you would like to understand our learning 
platform Google classroom better please watch the attached webinar and/or join our next 
parent forum (information below) where our google trainer Mr Simon Bradbury will offer 
tips, guidance and support. The webinar is found using this link: 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=vweY7nDvY4U  
 
Parents Forum: our forum is taking place virtually on Thursday 4th February, 6-7pm. There 
are two live webinars taking place. One will offer strategies and support with mental 
wellbeing during lockdown which Dr Jigounova is presenting. The other is further training 
and top tips to support your child using Google Classroom which Mr Simon Bradbury will be 
presenting.  To book your place please email Mrs Annetts: 
eannetts@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  stating which webinar you would like to attend 
and any specific questions you would like to be addressed as part of the session. The joining 
links will then be sent out to you closer to the time.  
 
Please take care and stay safe, 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
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