
 

 

5th November 2020,  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I really hope you enjoyed at least some time off over half term.  
 
Well, what a busy week!  As you are aware on Saturday 31st October the Prime Minister announced 
New National restrictions which come into force today, until Wednesday 2nd December. I fully 
appreciate that this is a time of increased anxiety and uncertainty. As a school, we hope to provide 
that sense of normality and stability to your children and the reassurance that everything will be ok. 
In Tutor time we have been addressing the changes the Government are making and why. Next 
week we are supporting students with dealing with uncertainty through their tutor time activities.  
Overall, though I feel our excellent attendance figure of 94% (in comparison to the national figure 
for secondary schools of only 86%) demonstrates just how much the community are pulling 
together.  As always, I thank you for your ongoing support.  
 
A few updates: 
 

 This week we have had 49 students from across the school that have self-isolated or are self-
isolating whilst awaiting a test or results for either themselves or a household member. 31 
remain isolating today. 

 This week we have 5 staff (teaching and/or support) that have had to self-isolate for a period 
of time whilst they or a member of their household await a test or test results. 2 staff are 
still awaiting a result for either themselves or a member of the household. 

 
 
 
So a brief summary of how the New National Restrictions may impact our community: 
 
Click here if you would like to read the government guidance in full (released yesterday afternoon). 
Due to the procedures, we already have in place there is not a huge change for us as a school 
however, I have listed the updates below: 
 
Visitors to settings:  
 
Settings should restrict all visits to schools to only those that are absolutely necessary. Therefore as 
a school, we will only allow visits for safeguarding, social services, healthcare and medical purposes.  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020?utm_source=7427a8d7-6fbd-4315-b29f-2c648cfb91a1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


 

 

Clinically Extremely Vulnerable children: 
 
More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell 
from coronavirus (COVID-19), even for children with existing health conditions. Most children 
originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding 
advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have not 
already done so, to understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely 
vulnerable. 
 
Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are 
advised not to attend school during the period this advice is in place. 
 
Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically 
extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education.  
 
Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will be receiving a letter shortly confirming this 
advice.  
 
Clinically vulnerable children: 
 
Children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions but are not clinically 
extremely vulnerable, may continue to attend early years and childcare settings in line with current 
guidance. 
 

If you have any concerns about your child’s attendance please contact our attendance team to 
discuss: attendance@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
 
Face coverings:  
 
As per our existing procedures, face coverings will continue to be in corridors and communal areas 
where social distancing cannot be easily maintained. For us as a school, all students (apart from 
those exempt) will now be asked to also wear their face covering in the canteen when they are not 
eating.  
 
Travelling to school:  
 
Face coverings should continue to be worn for the entire journey on public transport or dedicated 
school bus services.  
 

mailto:attendance@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

Travel in or out of local areas should be avoided, and parents, carers should look to reduce the 
number of journeys they make - but travelling to deliver and access education is still permitted. 
 
Exams:  
 
No change in the advice, the exams will go ahead next summer with most AS, A levels and GCSEs 
being held 3 weeks later to help address the disruption caused by the pandemic. 
 
Sports Clubs:  
 
All after school sports clubs are not allowed to go ahead whilst the new restrictions are in place.  
 
Revision sessions:  
 
These can still go ahead due to students remaining in their bubbles and sitting facing forward in a 
classroom as they would a normal lesson.  
 

Again, remember, if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 
 
Electric Scooters: From Monday, please can electric scooters not be used for travelling to and from 
school. Please see the message below from Wokingham Local Authority: 
 
There is currently an ongoing government trial for the use of e-scooters in public areas, although this 
is only for specified areas of the country, of which Wokingham is not yet included. However there 
have been some reports of young people using e-scooters on public pavements in the borough. It is 
not yet legal for electric scooters to be used on public pavements or public highways and they 
should only be used on private land. Where e-scooters are used on private land, appropriate 
protective clothing such as helmets and elbow/knee pads should be used. Whilst this is an issue that 
is enforced by the Police, we as the Local Authority want to ensure that children and young people 
are safe and adhering to the law.  
 
Further information on the government’s e-scooter trial can be found here. 
Further information on the current rules and regulations on the use of powered transporters, 
including e-scooters, can be found here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/e-scooter-trials-guidance-for-users?utm_source=dddb6f14-16c3-49fa-b261-f54595ad73e0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters


 

 

The Leisure Centre 
 
Following the restrictions PE lessons will continue as normal, using our facilities as normal, apart 
from swimming. This will affect the swimming club on Mondays and Tuesdays and swimming lessons 
for year 7 and 9. Once lockdown has finished, swimming will be rescheduled for students. 
 
We all did so well getting through the last lockdown, I am very confident that as a community we 
can do it again.  
 
Take care and stay safe.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


