
 

 

12th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I want to reassure you that school is running smoothly, students are engaged in their 
lessons and attendance of students that are not self-isolating is high.  Thank you for your 
continued support, it really does make such a difference.  
 

 This week we have had 298 students from across the school (22% of the student population) 
that have self-isolated or are self-isolating whilst awaiting a test or results for either 
themselves or a household member.  

 This week we have 16 staff (teaching and/or support) that have had to self-isolate for a 
period of time whilst they or a member of their household await a test or test results.  

 Tomorrow, Friday 13th November, Year 8 are to access their learning from home. School is 
open to all other students.  

 The year 11 mock exams will continue as normal next week.  Please be reassured that all 
specific PHE exam regulation guidance for running exams safely during COVID have been 
followed.   

 
Important Notices:  
 

1. A message from Ingrid Slade, Wokingham Head of Public Health to The Bulmershe School 
Parents and Carers.  
 

 ‘There is community spread of covid-19 in the country and it was expected that there would 
be some cases in schools. The Bulmershe School has been notified of 9 recent cases. As the 
school has considerable social distancing measures in place it has been possible to identify 
and isolate the appropriate contacts. No further public health control measures need to be in 
place at this point. Cases are monitored on a daily basis and this will be reviewed if there are 
any changes. The numbers of Covid-19 remain below the England average in Wokingham 
however we are not complacent and we continue to work with all schools and businesses to 
help put the right measures in place to minimise the spread of covid-19 in Wokingham. If 
anyone has symptoms of covid-19 they must isolate immediately with their family or 
household contacts and arrange a test.  It is these measures that will help reduce the spread 
of the virus.’ 
 
 Ingrid Slade, Wokingham Head of Public Health, Wokingham Borough Council 
 



 

 

2. Year 9 next week: 16th- 20th November 2020. To study online, at home next week.   
 

As you are aware, we have a number of students in year 9 self-isolating due to the recent 
rise in cases in the year group. This has resulted in nearly half the year group studying at 
home, online. In order to provide a more consistent learning experience for students, and a 
more consistent planning and delivery experience for teachers I have made the operational 
decision that for all of next week year 9 will study at home, accessing their work via 
Google Classrooms. I have discussed this with the Local Authority and they have informed 
me that other schools in Wokingham have taken this approach when in a similar situation.  

 
Year 9 will return to school, as normal on Monday 23rd November. 

 
The school will be open as normal for all other year groups. 

 
If you work in the health, education, childcare or emergency services sectors your children 
will still be able to attend school, even if their year group is not attending school that day. 
If this pertains to you, please let your child’s Head of Year know in advance so that suitable 
cover can be arranged. 
 
I will continue to communicate with all of you at 2.30pm each day to keep you updated. 
I fully appreciate these are worrying times but I hope you are reassured that we are 
responding flexibly to the ever changing situation, continuing to prioritise the health and 
welfare of our students and our staff whilst being mindful of our ambition to maintaining 
education provision. 
 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support.  
 
Stay safe and take care, 
 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher.  
 


