
 

 

Parent/Carer Briefing 7, Thursday 8th October 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a good week. 
 
The students continue to work hard, they have shown such remarkable resilience and positivity since 
the beginning of September but we are beginning to notice how tired they are, I imagine you are 
noticing that at home too.  This is a long half term and it is important that we pace ourselves up to 
the break.  The last six months has tested everyone in ways we would have never have imagined and 
this coupled with the tiredness may mean that certain issues surface that you have not seen before.  
Remember; if you need any support please do to contact us.   
 
The Government are still yet to announce any clear decision about year 11 and 13 public exams in 
2021. As a school we continue to teach and support as if there is no change and that the exams will 
continue to take place. So far, the Government has muted that they may delay the A Level exams by 
a few weeks in the summer but we have had no confirmation.  Yesterday the Scottish Government 
confirmed that their equivalent GCSEs would not go ahead and that the students would be awarded 
grades based on teacher-assessed evidence. We will have to wait and see what our Government 
decides but I will keep you posted with any developments.  
 
Some notices for you: 
 

 Date for your diary - Virtual Parent Forum, next Tuesday, 13th October 6 – 7pm. Topic 
‘Parent Tips for Remote Learning’.  Please email Mrs Miles 
(cmiles@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk) to book your place.  Closer to the time you will be 
sent the google link to join the meeting.  

 

 The Bulmershe School Covid-19 Risk Assessment for parents is attached for your 
information. Please let me know if you have any questions.  

 

 Wokingham Youth Climate Conference: week commencing 12th October. 
During week commencing 12th of October, Wokingham Borough Council will be releasing our 
Virtual Youth Climate Conference on our Youtube Channel - 
https://www.youtube.com/user/WokinghamBC. The conference is designed for sixth form 
students but will be accessible to all secondary school students. There will be three, eye 
opening, twenty minute speeches on fast fashion (Oxfam), sustainable travel (My Journey) and 
climate justice (Reading University) released over the week.  There will also be a panel 
discussion to give a snap shot of the council’s activities in response to the climate crisis. We 



 

 

hope schools will find this a useful resource and an engaging event as we all rally behind a 
common cause. 
 
Schools can get involved by simply letting their students know that the Climate Conference is 
being released, with new content each day being released over the week. The videos are 
designed for young people and will be of particular interest to students that are interested in 
climate change and keen to know more, much like the live event. Students can comment on the 
video’s and receive replies from the relevant expert within the council/Oxfam/Reading 
University. We will be keeping an eye on the comments and making sure questions are 
answered by the relevant expert. One of the main aims of the series is to create a platform for 
young people to engage with the council on its climate change response; the aim is that the 
video’s and the comments section will provide that platform.  

 
 

 Cycle helmets and Bikeability courses 
We have had a huge increase in the numbers of students now riding bikes, scooters and even a 
pair of inline skates to school, which is fantastic! Please can I remind you that we would strongly 
advise that they wear a helmet and with the darker evenings coming in we would also advise on 
your child wearing some reflective coat/clothing for their journey to and from school. The 
students have received a presentation during their tutor time last week on bike and road safety 
however we will revisit this topic throughout the year.  The following email was sent by 
Wokingham Local Authority:  
 
‘In light of the government wanting more students to cycle to secondary school, the My Journey 
Wokingham team are keen to work with you to ensure the safety of students, by offering the 
following:- 

 We can supply Cycle helmets at cost price (£10 each). Details are on the attached order form 
but any orders should please be made by email to:  MyJourney@wokingham.gov.uk    
Do not send forms to Shute End in the post.) 

 

 Bikeability training – Many Year 7 students will have missed out on Bikeability Level 1/Level 
2 training at Primary schools in the Summer term, due to course cancellations during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. We are also running some more Bikeability courses in October half 
term: 

A 2 day course at Montague Park, Wokingham covering Bikeability Level 1 & Level 2: 
https://myjourneywokingham.com/events/bikeability-level-12-26th27th-october-2020/ 
OR 
A 2 day Bikeability Level 1/Level 2 course at Woodford Park Leisure Centre, in Woodley: 
https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/bikeability-level-12-28th29th-october-2020/ 

 



 

 

 Bikeability Level 3 training – For students who have already passed Bikeability Level 2 and 
have some experience of cycling on roads in traffic -   the more advanced Bikeability Level 3 
course is available to secondary schools to book during term time. Level 3 is a one-day 
course (or 2 x half days) and the training is free of charge to schools. To book a course, 
please contact Chris Barltrop at Avanti Cycling, (our new Bikeability provider) at: 
chris.barltrop@avanticycling.co.uk’ 

 
 
Some updates: 

 
 This week we have 3 staff (teaching and or support) that have had to self-isolate for a period 

of time whilst they or a member of their household await a test or test results. 3 staff are 
still awaiting a result for either themselves or a member of the household.  

 This week we have had 37 students from across the school that have self-isolated or are self-
isolating whilst awaiting a test or results for either themselves or a household member. 30 
remain isolating today.  If your child is self-isolating, and they are well enough, they should 
be accessing work via Google Classrooms. If you are having trouble accessing this work, 
please contact your Head of Year in the first instance. From today, a member of our ADMIN 
team will be contacting all self-isolating families on a weekly basis in order to complete a 
welfare check.   

 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Take care and stay safe,  

Kind regards, 

 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher  


