
 

 

1st April 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
If I had to sum up the last three weeks I would say they have been very purposeful, 
productive and positive! The students have returned to school keen and eager to progress 
with their studies and staff have been equally delighted to welcome them back. We have 
completed nearly 4000 lateral flow tests in which staff and students have ‘just got on with 
it’ and I feel everyone has benefited from returning to school and to a familiar routine.  It is 
very satisfying to walk around the campus and see students working hard in lessons but also 
enjoying the interactions with their friends during social times, exactly how a school should 
be! This academic year has been a huge challenge to date but the last three weeks have 
been truly impressive. 
For all our students receiving public examination grades in the summer, our goal over the 
coming weeks is to gather a fair and consistent picture of their performance throughout 
their course.  I know that colleagues are eager to do all they can in support of this and will 
seek to reassure and support students so that they can focus and give their best.  
For all other students, we will continue to push on with their learning whilst also building on 
and making the most of the opportunities that arise with students being back in school. 
As I am writing this we have reached another milestone in the government road map and I 
hope that you are all able to benefit from some of the increased opportunities that have 
been afforded to us all. The holiday will offer our community the chance to rest and 
recuperate. This term has been another leaving curve for everyone – lateral flow testing in 
school, home testing and home schooling to name but a few. We should all be proud of 
what we have achieved and I would encourage you all to take advantage of this time to 
reflect, take stock and take a breather!  
 
Have a lovely holiday. 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher  
 

 
 
 



 

 

Attendance compared to the National average: I just wanted to share with you how strong 
our community have been with returning to school in comparison to all other secondary 
schools across the UK. Well done and thank you!  
 

  8/3 - 11/3 Nat Av  8/3 - 18/3  Nat Av 8/3 - 25/3 Nat Av 

Year 7 to 11  95.3 95 94.9 93 94.4 90 

 

 
 
 
Home testing kits 
Unfortunately, we do not have enough kits to provide every student with a third kit for over 
the holidays. If you require further kits please contact this website -
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests they deliver the next day or 
click on this link - https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/to find 
out where you can collect tests from. 
 
Very important: please test on Sunday 18th April or the morning of Monday 19th April: 
The guidance has asked for families that are able, please ensure one of your home tests is 
completed either the night before we return back to school, Sunday 18th April or complete a 
test on the morning of the first day back, Monday 19th April. This will then help to eliminate 
any potential cases coming into school. Thank you for your support, as working together we 
can keep our community safer.  
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Just a reminder, we only need to be informed if your lateral flow or PCR test is 
positive.  Please report any positives to reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Reporting positives during the Easter holidays.  
The school has a responsibility to track and trace for the first six days of the Easter 
holidays.   
Between Friday 2nd April and Wednesday 7th April – please report any positive test results 
to reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
From Thursday 8th April – please report any positive test results as soon as possible to 
Report a rapid lateral flow test result on GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
 
Year 7-10 uniform focus 
Thank you for your support this term with ensuring your child attends school wearing the 
appropriate coat/jacket and no hoodies. Moving forwards towards the Summer term with 
Years 7-10, we wish to further improve the standard of uniform, therefore please can we 
call on your support by ensuring that your child attends school wearing their school blazer 
and tie on their non-PE days along with their white shirt and plain black trousers/skirt or 
tailored black shorts (the type sold in our uniform shop). If you have any concerns re; 
blazers and ties, please inform your Head of Year who will be happy to help. 
 
Punctuality  
After Easter we will be focusing on punctuality to school. So please be aware two lates 
(before 9.00am) in a week will result in an afterschool detention. Any student arriving after 
9.00am in the morning will result in a detention afterschool without warning. If you know 
your child is going to be late with good reason, you must call into reception or email 
Attendance@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
Revision help for year 11 and 13 English and Drama students! 
Mrs Whitmarsh has created the following video to remind year 11 and 13 students about 
our fantastic Digital Theatre resource and how it could support English and Drama revision. 
The attached power-point has the required log-in details referred to in the video: 
https://www.loom.com/share/105187e35fc14324abe355bda0f0f555 
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Family cycle trail 
There will be a family cycle trail running in Woodley which also takes in some of Dinton 
Pastures during the Easter Holidays, great for fresh air, exercise and fun. Please click on the 
link below for further information – there is a prize for a couple of lucky winners chosen at 
random: 
https://myjourneywokingham.com/events/easter-bike-ride-from-mohawk-way-woodley/ 
 
 
This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 

 
Below are our virtual Hot Chocolate students for this week and last week. All of these 
students have really impressed their teachers! Remember, if you want to nominate your 
child because they have really impressed you please email: 
eannetts@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Eszter in Year 11 has just received amazing news that she has been accepted to the City of 
Edinburgh Music School and she starts at the end of August. We are all so proud of her.  
Mrs Woodfin  
 
I’d like to nominate all of 12E and 12C Criminology for putting fantastic effort into their 
coursework assessments this week (and last week!). 
Dr Burgess 
 
Miss Bishop would like to nominate Jodie in 8xSc2 for a fantastic scientific poster on the 
effects of exercise. It will be on display in S8.  
 
Miss Bishop and Mr Morden would like to nominate Olivia in 9yBi1 and Kuvidu, Shalem, 
Aiysha, Jess and Isabella in 9yBi3 for an exceptional grade in their Biology Digestion topic 
assessment this week. Postcards will be sent home for all of you. Well Done! 
 
Mrs Reilly would like to nominate Anna Mai and Ashley from her 7x6 English class for a 
great 3 weeks back and especially good progress this week. 
 
Miss Pooler would like to nominate Tanmay, Edward, Yie Qing and Elodie in Year 9 for 
outstanding work this term and achieving phenomenal end of term test results! 
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Staff nominations 
 
Miss Wiltshire nominates Mr Mungall: 
Working with Mr Mungall in the Music Department is the best! He always makes me laugh 
and he provides ample support towards the legacy. Thank you so much for everything you 
do  
 
Mrs Vinton would like to nominate Mr Hood for above and beyond pastoral support as a 
tutor and a teacher. 
Parent nominations 
 
I’d like to nominate my daughter Kayla (year 8) as she has overcome a lot recently and is 
becoming such a strong young lady and I am so incredibly proud of her. 
Becki 
 
Could I nominate my daughter Hannah in Year 7 for working extremely hard and Mrs 
Katseroni for all the help she has given Hannah in English.   
Emma 
 
I want to nominate Chris for their grown up attitude towards returning to school, they've 
found things less than easy with all the disruption but seeing them be so mature and having 
such a positive parents evening made us feel very proud. 
I'd also like to say thank you to Mr Hood, Miss Brewer and Mrs Valler for their constant 
encouragement of Eddie throughout lockdown and beyond. It's been great for him to hear 
such lovely comments about his work and has made him want to do his best at all times.  
Claire 
 
I would like to nominate Dr Jigounova for a hot chocolate (maybe even a luxury hot 

chocolate with a shot of Baileys) 😊 in appreciation for all the Parent Forums presented, and 
all other mental health advice and tips given during our lockdown.  
Jennie 
 
In addition to nominating all the teachers who have done such an amazing job over the last 
year of lockdowns, isolations and quarantine. 
I would like to nominate my three children for a virtual hot chocolate.  
I am really proud of Dylan (Year 11) Rosie (Year 9) and Miles (Year 9) who have overcome 
their own unique challenges in this past year and demonstrated their resilience and shown 



 

 

progression in their attitude to learning, their contributions in lessons and their 
achievements. We'll done and keep it up! 
Janet  
 
I would like to nominate my daughter, Aaliyah for keeping strong. Despite the struggles we 
had, she has been fantastic and has tried her best doing what she can. 
Loli 
 
Mrs Chaudhry would like to nominate Mrs Habib for being the best tutor 
I'd like to nominate Mrs Cope for being so understanding and a true friend to the students. 
Thank you for being so very approachable and kind! 
Memare in Year 8 for her bravery both at home and at school. Thank you for being so 
assertive and for your gentle and kind help to others in need. 
Erin 
 
As a new student to the school, I'm really pleased and proud how well Sonia has settled into 
her year 9 learning and activities at Bulmershe. 
Jacqui (Mum) 
 
Please can you pass on thanks from our family for the support, the communication and the 
all-round fabulous attitude all the staff at the school have demonstrated in these past 12 
months. I am constantly telling my friends and family what a remarkable school we are lucky 
enough to be a part of. 
Best wishes 
Jane 
 
I’d like to thank you all at Bulmershe for keeping everything going and supporting our young 
people through such difficult times so they can continue to learn. 
I hope you have a relaxing Easter break 
Kind wishes 
Emma Sowden 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Myself and my husband would like to nominate Mr Hussain for a virtual Hot Chocolate. For 
keeping his cool when every time our daughter Erin in year 9 asks him before a test...Will 
the results affect which set I’m in...Well after this week’s test...Will they? 

😀 
Happy Easter 
Kind Regards 
Mrs Hart 
 
I would like to nominate Miss Hook and Mrs Vinton. They have both been so amazing with 
the support they have given my daughter Ellie and us as a family. I can’t thank them enough. 
Miss Hook in particular has been so caring and I think Ellie would be lost without her and 
that means a lot to us. 
Lisa 
 
I would like to thank all the staff at Bulmershe School for all your help and support for my 
child. I am so proud she is part of the Bulmershe school community.   
Thank you everyone and have a well-deserved Easter break! 
Pam 
 
 
Stay safe and have a lovely holiday.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
 


