
 

 

23rd September 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I was overwhelmed by the number of visitors and the amazing feedback we received for last night’s Open 
Evening. The whole school was buzzing and the visiting year 5s and 6s really enjoyed getting stuck into the 
hands-on activities. The Choir sounded amazing and the canteen food saw a lot of positive praise (and happy 
bellies).  
 
It’s such a pleasure to be able to show our school at its very best and to reaffirm why we are first choice in the 
area. As well as last night’s event, we are also running four Open Mornings, which are already fully booked. 
And I think, if we hadn’t shut the gates at 8pm, our visitors yesterday would have have wanted to stay all 
night!  
 
Thank you to all students and staff who gave up their time to make it such a tremendous success. I hope you 
all have restful weekends planned to recover! 
 
Reminder on Rags2Riches donations drop-off options 
The Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme is a wonderful way for families to help the school generate funds 
while also helping others in need by donating good quality clothes and shoes.  
 
Please bring any donations to the school reception either 
Evening donation – TODAY (FRI 23rd SEPT) – between 3:15pm – 5:45pm 
Morning donation - MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER – between 8am – 8:30am 
 
We really appreciate any donations you can offer as we get 40p for every kilo we collect and we thank you for 
your support. 
 
Library News 
A big well done to all 63 students who have applied to be student library assistants! A large majority of these 
are year 7 students who have all taken to the Library with extraordinary enthusiasm and passion. Interviews 
with Mrs Ku and I will start next week. We can’t wait to hear from you all. 
 
Also, don’t forget! Our fantastic library is open from 7:30am each morning to support students with their work 
or as a quiet place to read. Please make sure you meet Mrs Ku outside the front gate before 7:35am in order to 
be let in! The Library is also open after school until 4:30pm each evening. 
 
Sustainibilty 
This half term, we will continue to develop our themes-approach to the curriculum. Our current focus on 
Sustainability will be evident through whole school activities, video presentations, Tutor Time projects, lessons 
and cross-curricular opportunities and after school sessions. On Wednesday 28th September, Year 7 students 
will be taking part in a sustainability workshop all about growing food locally. This will be taking place during 
the school day, and students will be given all the information about it in tutor time and assembly. This is a 
practical 1 hour session, that will engage students in how to grow their own food. Any questions please email 
Mrs S Garrard on sgarrard@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

mailto:sgarrard@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

 
Reading Climate Festival Youth Fair 
The Reading Climate Festival Youth Fair is being hosted at Reading School on Saturday, 24th September from 
10am – 4pm and kicks off the Reading Climate Festival. The event is aimed at 10-18 year olds (parents are also 
welcome) and aims to inspire young people to tackle the climate crisis. It's free and will have an array of stalls, 
music, workshops, films and presentations for young people.  To register your free place visit: Reading Climate 
Festival Youth Fair 
 
Then, on Sunday 25th September on Christchurch Meadows from 11am – 4pm, there is the Reading Cycle 
Festival. Please see attached flyer for the events happening at this free festival. 
 
Food Bank Donations 
During Year 9 Geography lessons so far this half term, the students have been learning about the growing need 
for foodbanks across the UK. The students have received a talk from Mr Davies who works in science, but also 
runs the Woodley Food Bank, about all the hard work that goes into supporting people in the area. The 
students have designed some fantastic food boxes to be filled with donations, that they will take to the 
Woodley Food Bank later this half term.  
If any students have any donations from the list below, please bring them up to geography to fill these super 
boxes:  
Sugar 
Coffee 
Pasta 
Cereals  
Pasta Sauce 
Spaghetti (dried) 
Noodles (incl Pot Noodles) 
Tinned Vegetables (all types, 
incl potatoes) 

Tinned pies (Fray Bentos Meat 
and Veg varieties) 
Tinned fish  
Tinned fruit 
Tinned Soups (Veg and Meat) 
Meat meals (tinned) 
Biscuits  
Crisps 
Custard - tinned and dried 

Tinned Desserts 
Long Life milk 
Juice (cordial and long life) 
Toothbrushes and toothpaste  
Shampoo and Shower Gel 
Deodorants (M&F) 
Toilet Rolls 

 
European Running Championships 
Last weekend we were cheering on our very own Mr Whearity as he represented GB and NI at the European 
Ultramarathan in Verona, Italy. I am very pleased to tell you, he finished 14th out of 211 starters on the day. 
The GB and NI Men finished 4th overall, with Mr Whearity achieving a new personal best distance of 
261,039km (162.2 miles) in 24 hours. He is very happy to be back at work and have the use of his legs again 
and would like to thank all the teachers, parents and children for their kind words of support before and after 
the race. 
 
Extra Curricular Clubs 
This week we kicked off our lunchtime and after school clubs and have already had a fantastic start with nearly 
100 students attending one of our PE clubs. You can see what clubs are available on our website: 
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs. If you would like to join a club, 
just turn up! 
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Girls’ Rugby 
Reading is a great place to live if you would like to get involved in Rugby, with two local clubs offering Girls’ 
teams. Both are recruiting at the moment, if you fancy giving it a try: 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 

Now that Covid restrictions have lifted, I  would like to welcome back deserving students to my office to share 
a real cup of hot chocolate on a Friday during registration. These students are nominted by staff who have 
been really impressed by their progress, achievement or attitude.  
This week, I would like to invite the following year 11 students: Kielan S, Ramon T, Jihan M and Vinethma W 
to join me at 8:30am in my office on Friday 30th September. I look forward to chatting with you then!  

 
Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 

 
On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 

nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
The Made in Dagenham Team would like to congratulate every amazing student who attended the auditions 
for the school show. They were bowled over by the talent in the school and encourage any students who did 
not make it this year to come back next year! 
 
Mrs Ku would like to nominate the students who helped in the Library during Open Evening: Ben S, and 
Thomas C (year 7s) Elias C (year 12) Ruby L and Lily P (year 8) were all fantastic help! Thanks so much. 
 
Mr Bateman would like to nominate his 11C1 Geography class. They have made a strong start to their final 
year of Geography GCSE and got involved in class discussions along with completing lots of work in class. 
Fantastic work! Well done. He would also like to nominate every student in 10A1 Geography. He has been 
incredibly impressed with the way that the whole of 10A1 has started their GCSE in Geography. They have 
worked incredibly hard in lessons and got involved in class discussions very well. Well done on your fantastic 
start to Geography GCSE! 
 
Miss James would like to give a shout out to her 10D history class – they worked really hard on a lesson about 
the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan. 
 
The PE department would like to congratulate Isabelle C for being selected to play for the U14s Berkshire 
County football team. This is a fantastic achievement and we wish her luck for the season. Well Done! 
 
The Choir did so well at last night’s Open Evening. Miss Wiltshire would like to congratulate: Shadrach, Sienna, 
Alex, Anna, Libby, Elise, Emilie, Karina, Zenia, Chris, Olivia, Daisy, Gemma, Isra, Alice, Mia, Sakina, Hannah, 
Bethany, Benjamin, Miele, Callum, James, Lauren, Joyce, Ruby, Megan, Sakshi, Cheila, Elsie, Deborah, 
Abigail, Lily, Eloise, Lilla, Mariama, Alfie, Ben, Anais, Kamilla-Nikol, Hannah, Emma, Anya and Yoyo. They did 
a superb job and made Miss Wiltshire a very proud choir director! 
 
Miss Thain would like to nominate Benjamin S in Year 7 for writing and presenting a speech at Open Evening 
after only 2 weeks at the school. An amazing start to the year!  
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Mr Scott (and all of Bulmershe) offer a massive congratulations to Christian and Kieran S in Year 13 for 
achieving their best-ever finishes at British HEL Junior Supersport superbike championships.  A massive well 
done to Christian who achieved his first ever podium finish; finishing 3rd and even made the paper!  
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/22562254.reading-teen-picks-first-british-superbikes-podium/ 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Miss Wiltshire would like to thank Miss Moores and Miss James for singing with the choir yesterday! It’s lovely 
to have staff members involved and the students really enjoy having you sing with them! 
 
Mrs Ambrose would like to nominate Miss Lamanna for a hot chocolate. She has been fundamental in helping 
the year 7s settle in and is incredibly proactive when dealing with all the pupils. Thank you! 
 
The Curriculum Working Party would like to nominate the Geography team- Mr Tomala, Mrs Hoque, Mr 
Bateman and Miss Garrard for their fantastic contribution to the promotion of the Sustainability theme. 
 
Mrs Whitmarsh would like to thank Ms Shearing, Mr Hood, Mr Andrew, Miss Wiltshire and Miss Durnin who 
all sat through two very long nights and hours of impassioned discussions to whittle down the final Made in 
Dagenham cast! You are wonderful people! 
 
Mr Bateman would like to nominate Mr Davies for his informative talks on food banks and the local 
community as part of our Year 9 topic: ‘Food on a Plate’. Mr Davies gave up a lot of his time this week to speak 
with every Year 9 Geography class. Thank you very much. It is greatly appreciated. 
 
Parent Messages 
 
Last summer term, Young Writers invited primary school pupils to enter a UK-wide competition to promote 
poetry & creative writing. Berk C in Year 7 has been chosen for publication in a book showcasing young 
writers’ work, called Ancient Adventures - History Hunters. Berk’s piece, "Enslaved", will be featured in the 
book and a copy of this will remain in the National Archives of the British Library forever! 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
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