
 

 

9th December 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As this will be my last newsletter before the end of term, may I take this opportunity to remind you that our 
Spring Term starts for all students on Thurday 5th January, which will be a week A. Please ensure you’re in school 
by 8:25am. 
 
Anyone who was lucky enough to see our school’s performance of  
Made in Dagenham this week will understand how blown away I am feeling 
by it. The show was truly amazing! I am so proud that our productions 
challenge the audience, as well as our students, to think about the topics 
presented.  
 
Just when I think that the productions cannot be topped, each year, 
somehow, the team manage it!  I want to express my real gratitude to all of 
the staff that have worked so hard. I appreciate that many staff work behind 
the scenes to enable the students to have this special opportunity. Not all 
schools have a production and we are very lucky to have such a community 
that will pull together to enable it to happen.  The feedback from the 
audience so far has been incredible and you can see that the cast and the 
Tech team will never forget their time in Made in Dagenham.  It was a 
wonderful way to round off the term. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  



 

 

Wear a festive jumper instead of your school jumper 
The School will be holding a Christmas Jumper Day on Tuesday 20th December. If you would like to use this 
opportunity to make a donation for wearing a Christmas jumper, you can do so via sQuid. All money raised will 
go to Save the Children. 
 

Please note – this is not a non-uniform day. Students can wear Festive jumpers in replacement of school 

jumpers and blazers. Pupils are still expected to wear school trousers/skirts as well as a shirt and tie. Thank you! 
 
Year 11 3D Designs 
Last week I shared how impressed I was by our 
Year 11 Design students’ craftmanship in their 
3D Design Mock Exams. Here’s a sneak peak of 
some of their work! They have been working on 
their personal projects using starting points 
such as Celtic Boxes, Sustainable Architecture, 
Textured Ceramic Vessels and Wearable 
Sculpture. Well done, it’s beautiful to see such 
creativity and original ideas. 
 
A message from Year 10 - COP-27 Conference 
On the 11th of November, a group of Year 10 
students (Aniya, Libby, Nora, Holly, Erika, Emilia, 
Alex, Sofia, Aditya, Arshdeep, Reeshan and 
Sunny) were given to opportunity to participate 
in a mock COP-27 conference where they were 
assigned different countries to research, speak 
about and play the role of during the conference.  
 
Throughout the day, they interacted with students from other schools, spoke publicly and educated themselves 
and others on the climate crisis. This was a really fantastic opportunity and they will definitely remember the 
experience - Thank you to Mr Sharland for being so organised and giving them the chance to participate in this 
conference! 
 
GCSE and A-Level Mock Exams 
For our Year 11 and 13 students, school’s return in January will also see the start of their GCSE and A-Level mock 
exams. I cannot stress enough how important these mock exams are for our students, especially as Covid 
disrupted so many exam periods over the last few years; the more practice students can have the better 
prepared they will be for the real exams in the summer. I ask all parents to help support their children to get 
into school on time for these exams and please get in touch with us if there’s anything the school can do to help. 
 
Attached to this email are the timetables for both sets of exams. These timetables are also available to view on 
our Website. 
 
 

https://portal.squidcard.com/CustomerPortal/#/dashboard
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/67/examinations


 

 

 
A message from PE - KS3 basketball  
On Tuesday we saw our Key Stage 3 basketball team in action against Maiden Erlegh Wokingham. The team did 
amazingly well and represented Bulmershe School with pride. Unfortunately, even though the result did not go 
our way, the pupils demonstrated resilience and respect. A huge thanks goes to Mr “Mike Jordan” Lord for 
leading the team. 
 
Library News 
The Library team have been inspired by all of the wonderful efforts of the Bulmershe Geo Leaders team to 
support the food bank in Woodley and so we have decided to support with the theme for our library newsletter 
this week (attached tot his email). Check it out to find resources, quotes and recommendations about food 
poverty, homelessness and how you can make a difference.  
 
Coding club at Wokingham Library 
Coding club will be returning to Wokingham Library on Saturday 7th January. Sessions will take place twice a 
month- on the 1st and 4th Saturday. Young people can sign up for the following sessions: 
 

• Scratch 

10:30-11:30am 

Suitable for 9-11 years 

• Python 

11:45am-12:45pm 

Suitable for 11-13 years 

Booking is essential. To express your interest please complete the following form. Wokingham Library- Coding 
Club (google.com). 
Requirements 

• Please ensure that your child/young person has a valid library card and knows the pin number before 
attending their 1st session. 

• Parents will be required to complete a parental permission form.  
 
Wokingham Library - Winter Mini Challenge 
The 2022 Winter Mini Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency in partnership with Science Museum Group, 
has started! The Summer Reading Challenge 2022 saw thousands of children reading and exploring science and 
innovation as part of this year’s Gadgeteer. 
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/2022/12/02/2022-winter-mini-
challenge/?fbclid=IwAR1YMFKL2ulR_q1aUqUKiTnSLCvBpPPv3k22njfHKiEyUcRNbIAuq9pTM70 
 
Activities for children & young people 
Mon 12th Dec, 4-4:30pm              Storytime and crafts at Wargrave Library 
Tues 13th Dec, 4pm                       Special author storytime at Wokingham Library 
Thurs 15th Dec, 3:45-4:45pm       Snowflake craft at Woodley Library 
Fri 16th Dec, 10:30-11:30              Storytime and crafts at Finchampstead Library 
Wed 21st Dec, 10:30am                Storytime with Fiona Barker at Finchampstead Library 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelw8FLDjSIRGIlQzQtLmHGU8-K582HUrrFtdI8Mkkdc4KWdg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelw8FLDjSIRGIlQzQtLmHGU8-K582HUrrFtdI8Mkkdc4KWdg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/2022/12/02/2022-winter-mini-challenge/?fbclid=IwAR1YMFKL2ulR_q1aUqUKiTnSLCvBpPPv3k22njfHKiEyUcRNbIAuq9pTM70
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/2022/12/02/2022-winter-mini-challenge/?fbclid=IwAR1YMFKL2ulR_q1aUqUKiTnSLCvBpPPv3k22njfHKiEyUcRNbIAuq9pTM70


 

 

Wed 21st Dec, 2:30pm                  Storytime with Fiona Barker at Wokingham Library 
Thurs 22nd Dec, 10:30-11:30am Wreath making at Woodley Library (£1.50 charge booking required) 
Thurs 22nd Dec, 10:30am             Storytime with Fiona Barker at Lower Earley Library 
Thurs 22nd Dec, 2:30pm Storytime with Fiona Barker at Woodley Library 
Click here to find out more! 
 
Mental Health Matters 
‘Christmas: the time for giving, laughter and merriment and being with loved ones.’ Right? Wrong.  
Not everyone loves Christmas and for some it can be a really stressful time and have an impact on mental health. 
Please find our guide attached, which we hope will be helpful. This can also be found in our Parents’ Mental 
Health Toolkit on our website. 
 
Strep A and Scarlet Fever 
The school sent home information from the local authority this week about the symptoms of Strep A and the 
government is closing monitoring cases. Strep A infections can cause a range of symptoms that parents should 
be aware of, including: 

• Sore throat 

• Headache 

• Fever 

• A fine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel. On darker skin the rash can be more difficult to 

detect visually but will have a sandpapery feel 

If a child becomes unwell with these symptoms, please contact you GP practice or NHS 111 (which operates a 
24/7 service) to seek advice. 
 
Scarlet fever is a common childhood infection caused by Strep A. It is not usually serious, but should be treated 
with antibiotics to reduce the risk of complications (such as pneumonia) and spread to others. The early 
symptoms of scarlet fever include  

• sore throat 

• headache 

• fever 

• nausea 

• vomiting 

• After 12 to 48 hours, the characteristic red, pinhead rash develops, typically first appearing on the chest 

and stomach, then rapidly spreading to other parts of the body, and giving the skin a sandpaper-like 

texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on darker skin, although the 'sandpaper' feel should be 

present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and be pale around the mouth. This may be 

accompanied by a bright red ‘strawberry’ tongue. 

 If you think you, or your child, might have scarlet fever:  

• contact your GP or NHS 111 as soon as possible  

• make sure that your child takes the full course of any antibiotics if prescribed.  

• stay at home, away from school for at least 24 hours after starting the antibiotic treatment, to avoid 

spreading the infection  

https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/2022/12/07/christmas-at-the-library/?fbclid=IwAR3ByyLT3UNim3kinsx_g1jjoWBHC-7FF37O5mjg1rW6qrTDUhHXRMSVgOI
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/2463/mental-health-resources-for-parents
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/2463/mental-health-resources-for-parents


 

 

Please trust your own judgement, and if your child seems seriously unwell call 999 or go to A&E if: 

• a child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking under 
their ribs 

• there are pauses when a child breathes 

• a child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue 

• a child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake 

If your child has a confirmed case of Strep A or Scarlet Fever, please let the school know as soon as possible 
either by calling reception on 0118 9353353 or emailing reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Cold Weather Warning 
A level 3 Cold Weather alert has been issued until Monday 12th December in our area. This means that 
temperatures are likely to drop to levels that increase the risk of ill health among vulnerable people, including 
those with long term conditions and those living in cold homes. Where possible, please try and keep your home 
heated to at least 18 degrees and wear sufficient clothing when going outdoors. 
 
Advice for the public on financial support and benefits can be found on the government website and the 
Wokingham Borough Council website page Cost of living help This includes: 
 

o A Household Support Fund 
o An online resource is now available to help residents worried about paying bills find out about 

help available locally. 
o Information on Help and support with saving energy 
o Information on places to go to keep warm and get support through the winter at Warm spaces. 

 
If you have any questions/queries, please feel free to contact: Public.Health@wokingham.gov.uk 
 
INSET Days 
We have 3 INSET days in the new year, so please make sure you have the following in your calendars: 
 
Wednesday 4th January2023 
Monday 23rd January 2023 
Friday 10th February 2023 
 
 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fblue-skin-or-lips-cyanosis%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Bullock%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Cf8b99c7ede6a401cd52b08dad7977eac%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638059342984251144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BOja4tsaVlAXtf5KmRUSfdpjl1xWdLjUr%2BMDagf8UKY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Gilkes%40wokingham.gov.uk%7Cca94057fc0df4384f3cf08dac4111157%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C638037875583770437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xB4rCyoARDvRpkNrYz4FojeZXjN9JHOjP3nRaAYIq7Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fcost-of-living%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Gilkes%40wokingham.gov.uk%7Cca94057fc0df4384f3cf08dac4111157%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C638037875583770437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ue00hXO9cCC0gZMJs4XYjezzQ7RzGcz9JydQD6u%2Fj5A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/financial-support/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/housing-and-tenants/private-housing/energy-saving-and-climate/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/warm-spaces/
mailto:publichealthandwellbeing@Westberks.gov.uk


 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
I like to welcome deserving students to my office to share a cup of hot chocolate with me on a Friday during 
registration. These students are nominated by staff who have been really impressed by their progress, 
achievement or attitude.  
 
This week, I would like to invite Lilla P, Anya W, Elizabeth B and Erin K from y12 and Libby B in y11 to join me 
at 8:30am on Friday 16th December. I look forward to chatting with you then!  

 
Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 

On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 
nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mrs Goddard and Mrs Long would like to nominate Teegan U for showing great support to her friend and also 
Lucia P for showing true resilience this week.  
 
Miss Childs would like to nominate members of the Buddy Reading Club - Victoria A, Josh R, Ayomide A, Amy R 
and Jasher G. They have all given Buddy a great start to the day by reading to him. 
 
Miss Correa Theme would like to nominate her Year 11 Art and Photography classes – you have all done so well 
on your mock exams recently! Truly well done, and special shout out goes to the following students for being 
focused and motivated throughout the exams: Hayden S., Harry H., Chloe S., Ramon T., Leilani N., Clare F., 
Jemima L-R., Olivia D., Elsie O., Owen Q., Alicia M-D., Isabella B., Carmell H., Elle Mc. and Mia P. Miss Correa 
Theme would also like to recognise her Year 10 Photography group – well done for completing your first project 
for your portfolio in record time! We have been so impressed with the quality of your work. 
 
Ms Wray would like to nominate her year 9 classes for their hard work on their Theme tracking assessments, 
well done!  
 
Miss Davis would like to say thank you to Nathan B in Year 8 who stepped in last minute to be our student helper 
this week. He is always polite, very helpful and does the job with a smile whilst keeping up with his work. Well 
done Nathan! She also wants to thank and nominate all the other Year 8 student helpers that have helped this 
term, they’ve all be great ambassadors of the school.  
 
Mr McArdle would like to recognise the Geo-Leaders and the Geography Department who have done so well 
collecting donations for the Woodley Foodbank. He’d also like to nominate the boys KS3 and KS4 basketball 
teams. 
 
Mr Paudyal would like to nominate the whole of the 11x/En1 group for hot chocolate for their brilliant work and 
excellent behaviour. 
 

mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

Mrs Ku would like to nominate Berk (Year 7) for being kind in the Library after school this week. Ayomide (Year 
7) for bringing her artistic talents and going above and beyond to help with decorations and Kyra (Year 7) for 
being a really good friend to someone. 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Mrs Goddard and Mrs Long would like to nominate Mr Scott and Mr Kydd for their continued support with 
vulnerable students and helping them in attendance. 
 
Miss Correa Theme would like to nominate the following staff: Mr. Davis – She could not have gotten through 
the stress and madness of mock exam days without your continued support, thank you! Mr. Crane – your 
professionalism, organisation and knowledge of our curriculum is so appreciated and we’re very lucky to have 
you in our department. Thank you! Miss. Pereira, Mrs. Wray and Mr. Tomala – thank you for your support and 
kind words regarding her internationalism presentation, it was much appreciated and very kind. 
 
Mr McArdle would like to nominate Mr Lord for getting over 25 students to represent the school this week in 
two fantastic games against Maiden Erlegh school. These students spend most days working on their jump shots 
on the outdoor courts at break, lunch and after school. Well done on getting some much engagement across 
the school. 
 
Mrs Ku would like to nominate Mrs Cox for donating so many lovely books to the Library – thank you! 
 
I wish you all a lovely Christmas break and look forward to welcoming you back in January. 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 

 


