
 

 

7th October 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is Black History Month and the school has been celebrating this by focusing on the diversity we have within 
our own school. This celebration is important to us as school as it gives everyone another opportunity to share, 
celebrate and understand the impact of global heritage and culture. 
 
As part of several initiatives to celebrate the month, the History department have been working with five sixth 
formers to prepare and deliver an assembly to all year groups this week. The group were given full ownership 
of the assembly and decided instead of focusing on Black History 
alone, they wanted to highlight the wonderful diversity within 
Bulmershe. This decision was made in light of discussions about 
how Black history, and the history of other diverse groups 
shouldn’t be relegated to a single month and should instead be 
woven into the curriculum throughout the entire year. Black 
history should just be part of our history. This is something the 
History department at Bulmershe is also passionate about - 
representing as diverse a range of histories as possible throughout 
all topics studied in lessons. In the assembly, the students who 
represented just five of the 43 different cultures present in the 
school, talked passionately about elements of their culture and 
heritage that they are proud of. This ranged from South African 
cuisine to the Kente cloth patterns from Ghana. Mikka, Daniella, Zahrah, Asma and Adil stepped up to the 
challenge to lead the school to produce and deliver an informative and engaging assembly.  
 
Students from all year groups are now invited to produce posters, artwork and other display material which 
celebrates elements of their own cultures and heritage to create a display. These need to be submitted by 21st 
October to the history department and prizes for the most creative and informative efforts will be awarded 
after half term. 
 

◆ 
 
I am pleased by the parent and student response to our latest pulse surveys. These responses are so important 
to the school and helps us to form our direction. Thank you to all who took the time to complete; we do read 
every response and try to take action on as much of your feedback as we can.  
 
This half term 207 parents and 357 students completed the survey and we are pleased with how well students 
have settled back into school. Students are arriving on time with an excellent attitude to learning. This is 
echoed by the parent responses where 83.1% feel their child has settled back into school well.  
 



 

 

 
Interestingly there is a slight disparity between our parents, where 72% rate their child’s wellbeing as either 
good or excellent, compared to 93.9% of our students who rated their wellbeing as OK or good. No matter 
how they are feeling, all Students are able to ask for a meeting to discuss how they are getting on. All 14 
students who have already asked for this have received a meeting.  Pupils have numerous ways to contact us if 
they would like to talk, including using the link below to contact the team: 
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/2006/tell-us-something 
 
Both parents and students highlighted anxiety having an impact on their wellbeing. Our website also lots of 
helpful links to support parents with wellbeing. You can also view this document for more information on 
where to find support and information for young people with anxiety. If you have any concerns, as always 
please contact your child’s form tutor or head of year. All contact information can be found on our school 
website.  
 
The parent survey also highlighted how we use social media to communicate with parents . We are looking at 
how to improve how we communicate with parents; please keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter page for 
more regular school updates.  
 

◆ 
 
Coming soon! The Bulmershe School Community Wardrobe 
At Bulmershe, we pride ourselves on our caring reputation. We are never complacent and, as a school, we are 
constantly looking for ways to improve how we serve our families and the community. The pastoral team work 
hard to support all our students to overcome any difficulties they may face in meeting their potential. With the 
current cost of living crisis, we understand that now, more than ever, some of those barriers will be resource 
based and with this in mind we are launching the Bulmershe Community Wardrobe.  
The Community Wardrobe will allow our staff, students and families to donate clothes they no longer need, 
knowing a fellow member’s family will be able to benefit. The Ivory team and our student volunteers are 
therefore collecting donations of good quality second hand clothes for children and young people of all ages; 
uniform and non-uniform. We will sort items into age related “bundles”.  Any family who is in need of good 
quality clothing will be able to inform us of the ages/sizes they need, and whether traditionally gendered or 
gender neutral styles are preferred. Collection of the bundles can be done at a family’s convenience, including 
after school if discretion is preferred. 
 
How can I help? 
If you have any good quality, clean clothing you would like to donate, please drop it in a bag to reception 
before Friday 4th November. There is no need to label or sort; the Community Wardrobe can take care of 
that. Future donation drives will be advertised in due course. 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much!” Hellen Keller 

https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/2006/tell-us-something
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/2204/mental-health-1
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/bulmershe.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Anxiety.pdf?t=1636663293?ts=1665071181
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/11/tutor-groups
https://www.facebook.com/thebulmersheschool
http://www.twitter.com/TheBulmersheSch


 

 

 
◆ 

 
Year 7 and Year 11 Photos – Wednesday 2nd November 
Class Pictures will be in school on 2nd November to take individual portraits of our year 7 students, as well as 
year 11 class photos.  

◆ 
Library news! 
It’s October which means the Library will be celebrating Black History Month [BHM] with special events, new 
displays, recommended reading lists and ways to find out more. Why do we recognise BHM during October? 
Although Black history is an important part of world history, many stories, real people and cultures have been 
forgotten and neglected in the past. BHM gives everyone a great opportunity to recognise and celebrate Black 
heritage and culture, both past and present. The Library has created two reading lists of brilliant fiction and 
non-fiction books that students can access to learn more, be inspired by real people and their extraordinary 
achievements, and diversify their reading with a book by a Black author.  These lists are also attached as PDFs.  
 

In order to support BHM, the 
History department and the 
Library have invited author 
J.T. Williams to visit the 
school on 17th October 2022. 
She is the author of The 
Lizzie and Belle Mysteries: 
Drama and Danger, a 
brilliant mystery adventure 
set in Georgian London. Year 
8 will get to attend an author 
talk and she will also be 
running a letter writing 
workshop using real 
historical letters as 
inspiration.  Students can 
buy a signed copy of Drama 
and Danger from the Library 
and meet J.T. Williams at 

lunch times. A signed book will cost £5. Watch her introduction video to find out more about her book.   
 
  

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.farshore.co.uk/products/the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-drama-and-danger-the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-book-1-jt-williams-9780008485252/
https://www.farshore.co.uk/products/the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-drama-and-danger-the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-book-1-jt-williams-9780008485252/
https://www.farshore.co.uk/products/the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-drama-and-danger-the-lizzie-and-belle-mysteries-book-1-jt-williams-9780008485252/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mW9XsouJgsX9jpJsHbzeDa_FRg9A0uAF/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Thursday was National Poetry Day! 
 
The theme for National Poetry Day this year was The Environment, which fits perfectly with the school’s 
current focus on sustainability. Over 25 students took part in a poetry competition and created some 
incredible poems. Head of Geography, Mr Tomala, said that “one poem sent chills down his spine”. Well done 
to everyone who submitted their poem and the winners will be announced next week! 
 
Literacy in Geography 
Geography have launched a reading challenge for students who want to read fiction books about their subject. 
It has already been hugely successful with lots of books being borrowed from the Library and enjoyed! Check 
out the challenge attached to this email! 
 
Over 800 books were borrowed from the Library in September!! That’s an improvement from last September 
by nearly 300 books. Well done all.  
 
Please be aware that Mrs Ku is starting the behaviour points policy for overdue books: 
1 week overdue = 1 behaviour point 
2 weeks overdue = 2 behaviour points 
3 weeks overdue = 3 behaviour points 
+3 weeks overdue = letter home to family.  

◆ 
 
Mental Health Matters 
It’s World Mental Health Day on Monday 10th October. Talking to your child about how they’re feeling can be 
hard. You might feel like you don’t know where to start or when a ‘good time’ to talk is. By taking 20 minutes 
to do an activity you both enjoy, you can create a relaxed space for getting the conversation started. With this 
newsletter you will also find attached a document with ideas and conversations starts to make talking easier. 
 

◆ 
 
ChatHealth Text Messaging Service 
The School Nursing service is launching ChatHealth,  an anonymous text messaging service for parents of 5 -19 
year olds.  They will be able to offer parents/carers advice and support on many topics such as sleep, 
behaviour, parenting, healthy eating, bedwetting, emotional health & wellbeing and managing medical 
conditions. For 11-19 year olds they will offer advice on issues such as relationships, drugs & alcohol, smoking, 
self harm, anxiety, stress, bullying and low mood. This service has been well received where it has already 
been running in different parts of the UK. To text a school nurse: 07312 263266. For more information visit 
cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk 
 

◆ 
 
  

https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poems/
cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk


 

 

Looking to make a little bit of money? Reading University need your help! 
If you are aged between 13-14 years old, you can volunteer to be part of a research study investigating the 
benefits of Omega-3 on learning and memory. Visits to the University will take place after school and students 
who complete the study will receive £155, plus an additional payment of £45 for those who take part in EEG 
measurements. Please see the below flyer for more details: 

 



 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS 
 
Sustainability 
There’s been some wonderful work in departments and 
across the school to develop our theme of ‘Sustainability’. 
The PE Department have created this wonderful display:  
Meanwhile, in Geography Miss Garrard led an amazing 
sustainability workshop. All year 7 students were given the 
opportunity to engage in the session about food miles and 
sustainability. It was a success with all students digging in 
and planting their own crop. Little did we imagine that 60 
pots and plants would end up in the Geography office.  
Students were very excited to do their part in saving the 
planet! 
 

 
 
Geography 
The Geography department celebrated British Wool Week with all KS3 
students as part of the sustainability drive across school. Students were 
taught about the value of wool to both the economy and the environment. It 
was lovely to be able to show students the partially decomposed material 
buried by last year’s year 9 students. There was shock when they saw that a 
wool suit had nearly decomposed completely whereas a surgical face mask 
looks brand new after a year in the school garden. 
 
History 
Mr Kydd has set KS3 students the task of investigating Museum document 

boxes (on loan from Reading Museum) to discover more about the holocaust. The aim is to help budding 
historians learn how to conduct research independently. 
 
PE 
Again, we have been really pleased with the turn out to our various clubs and after school activities, with the 
PE department welcoming over 100 students this week! We encourage all our students to sign up to at least 
one club a week and our head students will testify; it’s our extra curriculum activities that will make your time 
at Bulmershe so much more rewarding. You can see all the current clubs that are running this term on our 
website. There’s no need to book a place at a club – just turn up! 
 

 
  

https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/25/case-studies
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs


 

 

 
Local Offer Live Day 2022 - Saturday 8th October 11 – 3pm – St Crispin’s Leisure Centre, London Road, 
Wokingham, RG40 1SR 
The Local Offer Live is a Family Information Day and is open to all families in the Wokingham Borough who 
have a child or young person aged 0-25 years with any Special Educational Need and/or Disability. There will 
be a mixture of information stands for parents and carers to talk to local organisations and services about 
support, advice and activities for their family, as well as some fun activities to keep the children entertained. 
 

◆ 
 
Charity Quiz Night – Friday 7th October 2022 – Oakwood Centre, Woodley. 
Matt Allwright, the TV presenter, journalist and musician who was born in Wokingham and was head of 
Reading Blue Coat School in the 1980s, will be the Me2 club’s quiz master. The Quiz Night is being held from  
7-10pm for teams of no more than eight people and tickets include a Fish and Chip Supper. Tickets can be 
purchase through the Me2Club website.  
 

◆ 
 
Smiles for Sibs Group – Mondays, 4:30pm at Woodley Airfield Community Centre 
This is a group for siblings of children with a learning disability/ASC.  It is called 'Smiles for Sibs' because that's 
what the aim of the group is: to give siblings some 'me time' and to let off steam and have fun with a variety of 
different activities.  

◆ 
 

Big Sleep Out 
Good Luck to the following students who will be taking part in the Big Sleep Out at Bulmershe tomorrow, 
Saturday 8th October, to raise money for Launchpad, Reading. 
 
Tire A, Natalia B, Bleu B-F, Ruby D, Toby F, Hebe L, Alyxe L, Sophie L, Natalie M, Zoya M, Macauley M-H, 
Holly N, Isaac P, Freya R-B, Shyla S, Kadan S, Sofia T-G, Xavier W, Yoyo W, Hanna K, Melody-May J, Poppy C 
and Ezra O. 
 
Thank you to all students who entered the draw, we are grateful of your enthusiasm to take part. You can still 
support the fundraising event by sharing the following link with friends and family: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-bulmershe-school-big-sleep-out 

  

https://me2club.org.uk/charity-quiz-night/
https://me2club.org.uk/charity-quiz-night/
https://promiseinclusion.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-bulmershe-school-big-sleep-out?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=the-bulmershe-school-big-sleep-out&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=7150cd6594d44a26bc6d7be1b4555356


 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 

Now that Covid restrictions have lifted, I  would like to welcome back deserving students to my office to share 
a real cup of hot chocolate on a Friday during registration. These students are nominted by staff who have 
been really impressed by their progress, achievement or attitude.  
This week, I would like to invite Sam W (y9), Maya W K (y8), Lily R (y10), Naomi S (Y10) and Shraeah F (y10) to 
join me at 8:30am in my office on Friday 14th October. I look forward to chatting with you then!  
 

 
Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 

 
On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 

nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mr Chandler would like to congratulate the Year 10 peer mentors for their support of year 7 
 
Miss Bagley would like to nominate William B in yr7 for his great enthusiasm in school and helping the admin 
team with their tasks. 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate our U16 girls football team for an incredible league campaign. We 
finished our run with a draw against Holme Grange and a win against High Down. Thank you for making our 
Thursday fixture afternoons so enjoyable! 
 
Mr Paudyal would like to congratulate Ruby W, Abel, Vinethma and Irem of Year 11 and Lily R and Danae B in 
year 10 for their excellent work. 
 
Miss Childs would like to nominate Tierra J for a hot chocolate. She has worked really hard and given 100 
percent this week. 
 
Mrs Edwards would like to nominate Year 8 for their positive week and making the effort to maintain the high 
standards Mrs Edwards sets for them!  Special mention to these students who have the highest number of 
achievement points in their tutor group, no behaviour points and excellent attendance: Ava, Lily, Laurence, 
Nathan, Shalom, Joyce, Ruby, Krishan and Nathaniel. Keep it up! 
 
Miss Pooler would like to nominate her Y10 maths class for a huge improvement in attitude and effort this 
week. Keep up the fantastic work! 
 
Miss Thain would like to nominate 9y1 for some excellent work this week both in their analysis and a fabulous 
debate! Miss Thain would also like to nominate Victoria A in Year 7 for taking the time to create a suggestions 
box as one of our form student council reps! 
 
Miss Shearing would like to nominate nominate Summer O in y7 for her resilience and positive attitude. 

mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

 
Mrs Gaeton and Miss Wall would like to nominate William B in y7 for being a SUPERSTAR! helping with the 
Admin and Medical teams and showing resilience and courage. They would also like to nominate Michael Z for 
showing exceptional strength and Colin C for always smiling and being helpful. Finally, well done to the Mini 
Medics in year 9 for showing excellent teamwork in lesson time and demonstrating superb skills in First Aid. 
 
Mr McArdle would like to congratulate the year 7 boys rugby team who were in action this week for their first 
ever rugby game. This was the first experience of the game for the whole team who were amazing in a full 
contact situation.  The boys lost by one try to Emmbrook and were also beaten by a strong Denefield team 
too. The result was not the focus of the team but more the way they played with some fantastic defensive 
tackling as well as some illusive running with the ball in hand. Joseph was the top try scorer whilst Andre was 
the stand out tackler in defence. 
 
Mrs Woodfin would like to congratulation Ruby D – last weekend she won a silver medal in the Amersham 
diving competition. This was for dives at 1m and 3m. Well done Ruby! 
 
Mrs Ku would like to say thank you to Ben P, Kiana P, and Ruby L (year 8s) and Melissa (year 12) for donating 
books to the Library! And a big thank you to Kaamil and Grace (Year 7) who have both been volunteering their 
time to help her in the Library this week. 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate Miss Bishop for driving the minibus to her fixture this week - you're a 
hero! 
 
Mrs Edwards would like to give a hot chocolate to Miss Challice for supporting her and Y8 so well and settling 
into the school and Ivory team so quickly! 
 
Mr McAlaney would like to nominate Mr Lee for his tireless work sorting all the timetable requests as well as 
keeping on top of the data updates.  Always done with a smile too. Mr McAlaney would also like to nominate 
Mrs Martin who has settled in extremely well as our new Exams Officer.  She has managed all the exam and 
moderator appeals which has meant that several of our students have gained higher grades. 
 
Ms Webb would like to nominate Miss Lily for a virtual hot chocolate. She has been a tremendous help in the 
English department with interventions and STAR testing and we feel very lucky to have her as one of the team! 
 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


