
 

 

4th November 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back after half term; I hope you had a restful one and everyone is ready and raring to go. 
We kicked off the week with a phenomenally successful 6th Form Open Evening, which was the most 
busy I have ever seen, with standing room only in the auditorium! As well as welcoming our year 11 
families, we had over 70 external visitors to look round the school. Thank you to all the staff involved 
who worked so hard to make the evening such a success.  
 
This half term, we will continue to develop our themed approach to the curriculum and our focus is 
on Internationalism. This will be evident through whole school activities, video presentations, Tutor 
Time projects, lessons and cross-curricular opportunities and after school sessions. Each week will 
focus on key areas around the theme such as Diversity, World Music, World Art, World Literature, 
World Religion and World Cultures/Celebrations. Each year group will be assigned a continent and 
students will be tasked to do research about their chosen country to create a world collage that 
represents their culture/food/music/art/national dress/literature etc. Families and carers can get 
involved by sharing their own International experiences and supporting their children with ideas for 
these projects.  Pictures and artefacts are also welcome; please send these in if you can.  We will 
soon begin to mount a display in reception to highlight and celebrate our multicultural and diverse 
community.  
 
The Internationalism theme coincides with 2 significant global events: COP27 which starts this 
Sunday and the football World Cup which kicks off on 20th November, both of which will inspire 
lessons over the next 6 weeks. 
 

 
COMING SOON! 
 
Please keep your eyes peeled for letters from school which will be arriving soon. Firstly, as students 
were told in assemblies this week, the Bulmershe Ski Trip is back! Interested students will need to 
collect letters from Reception next week for more details. 
 
Secondly, it will soon be time to release tickets for our school production of Made in Dagenham! 
Cast and Crew families will get early bird access before tickets go on sale to the general public.  
 
Both of these events will be sold on a first come, first serve basis, so if you are interested, please 
react as quickly as possibly as soon as the letters are received! 
 

 
 



 

 

Geo-Leaders Flower bed 
Our Geo-Leaders group have been busy helping Bulmershe bloom, working on the Flower beds 
around the school. All beds are regularly tended by the team and the winter cyclamen is looking 
especially nice. Many thanks go to Miss Warner and the students involved. 

 
 

 
Flu Season 
With torrential rain this week and a noticeable temperature drop, Winter is fast approaching, 
bringing with it colds and flu. NHS England will be on site on Tuesday 29th November to administer 
the flu vaccine to those years 7-9 students who have had consent given to receive it. (You should 
have already received an email from Berkshire Healthcare to ask for your consent.) 
 
Flu is a respiratory infection that can cause serious complications, particularly in young children. 
Getting a flu vaccine is the best way to prevent the flu and its complications. The flu vaccine 
significantly reduces the risk of dying from flu. Research shows this is true for both children with an 
underlying medical condition and children who do not have underlying conditions.  
 
Flu vaccines have an excellent safety record. They are the best protection against an unpredictable 
virus which can cause severe illness and deaths each year among at-risk groups. Vaccinating children 
also protects the rest of the community, as children can spread flu easily.  
 
The majority of children receive the nasal spray, but an injectable flu vaccine can be given to eligible 
children if needed. The nasal spray flu vaccine contains viruses that are weakened so that they do 
not cause flu.  
For additional information on the flu vaccine please see: Children's flu vaccine NHS 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/ 
 

 
Cost of Living Support 
 
If you would like to know what help and support is available to you and your family as the cost-of-
living crisis continues to bite, please see the separate fact sheet attached to this email. 
 

 
 
Summer Career Experiences 
Summer feels a long way off, but Investin are already advertising their 2023 Summer Career 
Experiences. Based in London, throughout July and August, children aged between 12 and 18 can 
sign up for life-changing, immersive experiences. With 19 industries to choose from, there’s 
something for everyone whether it be working alongside doctors in a London hospital, arguing a 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/


 

 

case in the Supreme Court, trading on the stock market in a skyscraper or exploring a Boeing jet with 
aerospace engineers. 
 

Students can register now with a 15% early-bird discount: 
More details and registration for ages 15 – 18 
More details and registration for ages 12 - 14 

 
 
 

 
Community Heroes Awards 
Do you know an individual or organisation whose good work benefits someone in Woodley? 
Woodley Town Council would love you to nominate them for one of their Community Hero Awards. 
This year, they have created new categories to make it easier for people to nominate including a 
new youth category.  

 Volunteer of the Year 

 Neighbour of the Year 

 Young Person of the Year 

 Voluntary Group of the Year 

 Climate Champion of the Year 

 Mayor’s Outstanding 

 Contribution Award 

You can download a nomination form, request one to be posted, or pick one up from reception at 
the 
Oakwood Centre. Nomination deadline is the 16th November 2022 and the Awards Ceremony is 
planned for 24th February 2023 

 
  
  

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=16d90c90cf&e=16dedfc1f3
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f547426c36&e=16dedfc1f3
https://www.woodley.gov.uk/civic/community-heroes-awards


 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 

I like to welcome deserving students to my office to share a real cup of hot chocolate on a Friday during 
registration. These students are nominted by staff who have been really impressed by their progress, 
achievement or attitude.  
 
This week, I would like to invite Layla H, Lily P, Jasmine B, Emily J and Emily C in year 7  to join me at 8:30am in 
my office on Friday 11th November. I look forward to chatting with you then!  

 
 

Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 
 

On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 

nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Miss Pooler would like to nominate Eloise, Esther, Joypreet, Joyce, Gemma, Chloe and Jacob in Year 8 for 
excellent maths work recently. She would also like to nominate Cyrus in Y9 for always completing extra maths 
work both, in class and at home. 
 
Miss Wells would like to nominate Ashleigh inyear 9 for her resilience. 
 
Mr Paudyal would like to award the following students a virtual hot chocolate for their work this week: 
Year 11: Aparajita, Abel, Bella, Shanti, Lucas  and Nadir  
Year 10, Danae, Lok Yin, Adam, Taniya, Bethany, Grace, Haylee, Finley, Samir, Lois, Anoop, Alfie, Zahil, Iona, 
Anna W and Yannie 
Year 9: Muhammad Dhedhi and Anastasiia 
Year 7: Angus, Andre, Natalia and Anson 
 
Mr McArdle would like to nominate Jamie B in year 11 for scoring some great baskets at the weekend for the 
Thames Valley Kings. You can see him in action via the link below: 
https://wokingham.today/thames-valley-kings-juniors-return-in-action-packed-league-action/ . He would also 
like to recognise the Year 9 girls netball team who played fantastically in the event this week at St Crispin’s 
school. And finally, his Year 10 GCSE PE class for all their hard work this week on the Everlearner homework 
platform and demonstrating real resilience to keep on going. 
 
Miss Roberts would like to nominate Jessica F in year 7 - She has been amazing in helping to support another 
student in the class who struggles to access the work due to SEN needs. She has done this without being asked 
and demonstrates complete patience and understanding. She is a true little star! Miss Roberts would also like 
to nominate her year 12 A level PE class for making great progress in the anatomy and physiology section of 
the course and Ella B in her Duke of Edinburgh group, for always wanting to learn and being enthusiastic 
about the course.  
 

mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
https://wokingham.today/thames-valley-kings-juniors-return-in-action-packed-league-action/


 

 

Miss James would like to nominate Amrita B in year 9 for her excellent piece of writing in her recent 
assessment 
 
Mrs Dench and Mrs Norris would like to say thank you to Abigail for helping at the 6th Form Open Evening. 
 
Mrs Edwards would like to nominate her Y10 class because, despite their lack of belief in themselves, they are 
actually doing really well and she is very proud of them! She would also like to recognise Nathan B, Lily P, 
Joyce, Laila B, Nathaniel W, Matthew B, Eloise P and Chloe D in year 8 for having over 300 achievement 
points – Well done! 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate: 

 The U14 girls football team who worked extremely hard at their football fixture on Thursday, despite 
playing the most challenging games of the season. They couldn’t quite get the win this time around 
but the girls kept their chin up and learned from the experience. Well done to all who played! 

 Her 8x PE class who have worked really well in their football lessons this week, making big 
improvements in their skill and technique. 

 Her GCSE PE class who have had a very positive week of lessons, both practical and theory. All 
students have worked hard in class and generated some excellent discussion around diet and 
nutrition.  

 
Mrs Garrard would like to nominate Elle M and Poppy R-J in year 11 for their hard work and effort in 
geography over the past few weeks. 
 
Mr Ogada would like to recognise Mira A excellent attitude and effort in Maths 
 
Mr Hussain would like to nominate Carlo A and Charlotte K, who were amazing when they were talking to year 
11 TTS about A-level Maths and Further Maths. They answered all their questions, and this enabled the 
students to confirm their A-level options for next year. 
 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Today we say goodbye to Miss Wells in the Ivory team and we would like to say a huge thank you for all of the 
work you have done and the support you have provided to the students. We know you are really going to be 
missed. We wish you all the luck in your new role.  
 
Miss Wells would like to nominate Miss Mac, Miss Challice and Miss Lamanna for being such a great team to 
work with and for their continued understanding and support of the students.  She would also like to nominate 
Mrs Cousins for always going above and beyond to support all the year 9s and working tirelessly to make 
things work. And finally, Mrs Vinton and Mrs Wright for all their on-going work and support for the students 
and the Ivory team.  
 
Mr McArdle would like to nominate Mr Lord for running a fantastic 6th form open evening and Mrs Vinton for 
working hard with the year 9 PE class in netball. 



 

 

 
Miss Roberts would like to nominate Miss Davis in student reception for helping to get career appointment 
slips to students this week and Mrs Ambrose for being helpful and enthusiastic with making changes with the 
careers programme, making her job a lot easier and enjoyable. 
 
Miss James would like to nominate Mrs Ku for always being so helpful and wonderful! 
 
Mrs Edwards would like to say thank you to Ms Challice who has been supporting her with Year 8 and doing so 
much with them.  All her work is so appreciated. 
 
Mrs Kotseroni would like to nominate Mrs Wray for her constant willingness to help everybody, any time! 
Also, Mrs Ku for being an amazing librarian who constantly and happily supports the English department and 
all the students. Thank you! 
 
Mrs Ambrose would like to nominate the following staff this week: Miss Lamanna for all her hard work with 
year 7. Mr Lord for the excellent 6th form open evening. Mr McArdle for supporting staff to help raise student 
achievement. Miss Bishop for all her excellent PD resources. Mrs Goodard and Mrs Long for all their work 
with many students and families this week (and every week ) to help students settle back in school after half 
term. 
 
Parent Nominations 
 
Thank you very much to Staff & Students for hosting such a helpful Sixth Form Open Evening. It was so useful. 
Danielle's Head Student speech was especially informative; to hear how staff have been supportive in assisting 
students to develop specific skills. Fantastic English A Level presentation from Ms Webb. As Parents, it was 
disappointing to leave the evening knowing we are too old to also sign up for History with Mr Kidd and Drama 
with Mrs Whitmarsh! Such a useful evening, thank you.  
 
Luci L, Emily D and Thomas C are part of a well known dance school Urban Stylez. They train and compete in 
competitions around the country through the year. This last weekend was the culmination of some of those 
regionals. 'The Worlds' is very well known in the street/urban dance world. 
 
Thomas and his crew 'Urban Juniors' placed 1st in their category -  Ages 12 and Under, while Luci and Emily 
placed 'Urban Youth'  1st in their category - Ages 16 and Under. You could definitely say that they are world 
champions.   
 
Also individually and as teams they each placed; Thomas - Top 5 in Quads aged 12 and under, Luci and Emily - 
Top 5 in Trios aged 14 and under and Luci - Top 5 in solos aged 12 and under 
  
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


