
 

 

30th September 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I had a wonderful time interviewing the 68 students who applied to be one of our invaluable Library Assistants 
this week. I was encouraged to see that students from a range of year groups applied. In the interviews all 
students were confident, articulate and so passionate about the school, the Library, reading and wanting to 
help others.  They have such amazing ideas and make me so proud to be the Headteacher of this school. 
 
Our fantastic library is open from 7:30am each morning to support students with their work or as a quiet place 
to read. Please make sure you meet Mrs Ku outside the front gate before 7:35am in order to be let in! The 
Library is also open after school until 4:30pm each evening. 
 
Cycle to School Week 
We would be thrilled to see as many students as possible joining in the national Cycle to School initiative from 
the 3rd – 7th October. Cycling to school has a real positive impact on the health and wellbeing of children.  
 
This year Cycle to School Week is being led by the Bikeability Trust and there are free resources and prizes to 
be won. 
There are four different pledges which people can make: 

1. Cycle to school everyday 

2. Swap one car journey for cycling 

3. Cycle with your family 

4. Discover somewhere new on a cycle ride 

All you need to do is download the Innovation Valley Rewards app, then cycle to school.  Not only will you earn 
rewards, but our school could benefit too! 
 
What’s in it for you?  A bonus 250 ValleyCoins for every day of the week that you cycle to and from school.  
Plus, prize draws for £10 Decathlon vouchers. 
What’s in it for Bulmershe?  The school with the most users who track a cycle journey to school in the app will 
win a £50 National Book Token.  There will be runner up prizes of £30 and £10 as well. 
So, by cycling to school next week you’ll earn rewards and be in to win prizes, play your part in reducing CO2 
and NO2 emissions, and you can help our school out as well! 
 
Here’s what you need to do: 

1. Download the Innovation Valley Rewards app.   

a. App store for iPhone   

b. Play store for Android   

2. Wokingham locals will automatically be added to the My Journey Wokingham Challenge.  

3. Complete the About You Survey from the (+) menu in the app.  

4. For the week beginning Monday 3 October, cycle to and from school as many days as you can!  

You’ll earn 250 ValleyCoins every time you do, plus a virtual ticket into the prize draw.  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/innovation-valley-rewards/id1589266940
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.rewardyourworld.innovationvalleyrewards


 

 

That’s it!  Winners will be announced via the app on Saturday 8 October, and the winning schools will be 
announced on Monday 10 October. 
 
Visit www.bikeability.org.uk/cycletoschoolweek to find out more. 
 
Can you help our Made In Dagenham Production? 
This year’s school production is Made in Dagenham and many students and staff are currently working hard to 
create the world of the play with set, costumes and props.  
In line with our sustainability theme for the term we would like to repurpose/ salvage and borrow as much of 
this as possible, so we are looking for loans or donations of the following:  
 

• Any ‘60s era clothing, male or female 

• Any old cloth or clothing that has a ‘60s style or era 

pattern – we could also cut up old clothes that you felt 

had appropriate cloth – we are looking for gingham/ 

floral or swirly patterns etc  

• ‘60s era cameras 

• ‘60s era crockery – mugs and plates etc for a breakfast 

table  

• We need to costume Harold Wilson and a male chorus 

of factory workers, so are on the lookout for small 

shirts and trousers, coats and hats  

• We will also need to create ‘60s era sewing machines 

so if anyone is harbouring an old singer we would 

welcome the donation! 

• Speaking of sewing machines, we will also need large 

bobbins of cotton that would sit on the top of an 

industrial machine.  

• We will need to hire or buy navy overalls and coats for 

the Ford Factory workers, so if anyone works in a 

location that might have access to this kind of thing, or 

is aware of a cheap supplier we would love to hear 

from you.  

Please don’t keep this list to yourself – share it with friends, family and neighbours to see if 
anyone can something we can borrow! 

 
Please contact Mrs Whitmarsh if you think you can help: KWhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
 
The Big Sleep Out 2022 
In technology lessons, year 9 pupils are currently learning about designing for a cause. As a school, we are 
working with Launchpad Reading to support those who are homeless in our community by taking part in The 
Big Sleep Out on the 8th of October; to experience what homelessness is like.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthebikeabilitytrust.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-ajilult-jlljdkyhyd-t%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJill.Bissell%40wokingham.gov.uk%7C04e8d61b70e8490a89e608da9fc895cc%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C637997981091950426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KrGH73JGymafxpy%2Fw5NEgbl2dZXvNALvlcDh1ouBkSk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:KWhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

 
What is the Big Sleep Out? 
The Big Sleep Out is an event that anyone can sign up to be part of. On the 8th of October, Launchpad is asking 
people to take part in sleeping rough. By sleeping out in school, our selected year 9 pupils and volunteer staff 
will get an insight into some of the things people experience when they’re rough sleeping night-after-night, as 
well as get involved in a number of challenges (for example, building a cardboard city and making kelly kettle 
hot-chocolates).  
 
Who are Launchpad? 
Launchpad are a charity and a drop-in service, which provide free housing and homelessness support and 
information. They have seen a sharp rise in the number of people in COVID-related crisis and the affects of the 
current cost of living crisis in the UK – many of whom never imagined they would ever need to reach out for 
Launchpad’s help. Some are on-the-brink of homelessness because they have been made redundant, are 
fleeing domestic violence or have been asked to leave their home since the eviction ban was lifted. Other 
people’s tenancies are at risk because they’ve battled serious mental health issues or their addiction has 
worsened since the affect of the virus and the rise in the cost of living. 
 
Not in Year 9 but want to get involved? 
You can get involved by visiting Launchpad's website for details and information on how to take part in The Big 
Sleep Out , hosted at the Reading Abbey. 
 
In addition, everyone can support The Big Sleep Out at Bulmershe and raise money for Launchpad. By donating 
to our JustGiving page you will be helping Launchpad provide urgent support for local people who are at risk of 
losing their homes and to continue supporting their vital work with vulnerable individuals, couples and families 
in Reading. 
 
Donate to Bulmershe’s JustGiving page by clicking here. 
 
Parent Wellbeing 
Wokingham’s emotional wellbing hub recommend the following websites and organisations if you are ever 
looking for a little extra help: 
 

• Charlie Waller Trust– Mental Health Training and Resources 

• SEND Voices – A group of parents and carer of children with SEND offering free events  

• Parenting Special Children – lots of resources 

• Witherslack Group - Free SEN Webinars - Autism, ADHD, SEMH 

• Creative Education – on demand courses 

• Parenting.tv – YouTube channel for parents 
 
Also attached to this email is a flyer from Kooth.com with the community discussions they are hosting in 
October.  
 
  

https://launchpadreading.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-bulmershe-school?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=the-bulmershe-school&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=6408d5ad6f5844168bd2f9d9ebaaa3a6.
https://charliewaller.org/
https://www.sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk/
https://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/available-courses/?_role=parents
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpGvO-Wj0EcEZpM5luobs1g


 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs 
The PE department would like to thank all the pupils who attended clubs this week. On Tuesday we had over 
100 pupils attend a sports club or play a fixture. A special thank you also goes to all our student helpers who 
supported the clubs. 
You can see what clubs are available on our website: https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-
and-after-school-clubs. If you would like to join a club, just turn up! 
 
Personal Development event 
A successful personal development event for the year 9s and year 10s took place this week. N-Act came into 
school to perform Friend; a play about gangs, county lines, knife crime and the choices we make. The play was 
set in a courtroom. The audience were the jury. They interacted with the characters, asked questions and 
directed the action to see how making different choices could lead to a different outcome. The play was based 
on a true story. Thank you to all the staff that supported this event, especially Mrs Cousins, Mr Chandler and 
Mr Williams. 
 
Sustainibilty & Food Bank Donations 
As part of the schools sustainability theme, all year 7 students participated in a Green up your act ‘Food Miles’ 
session on Wednesday, 28th September. Lots was learnt about the origins of our food and the choices people 
have when it comes to selecting and buying food. All students were encouraged to plant their own food during 
the session and many took pots home to harvest in two weeks’ time. The Geography department would love 
to see the results of the harvest. 
 
Meanwhile, our year 9 students are collecting food for the local food bank in Woodley. They have created 
colourful boxes and posters to encourage donations and would really welcome any donations you may have. 
There are two boxes in the school student reception and 10 in the Geography departments. All donations are 
grateful received and will be delivered to Woodley Foodbank by the Geo-leaders club in the week before the 
half term break. 
 
The Food Bank is specifically looking for donations of: 
Sugar 
Coffee 
Pasta 
Cereals  
Pasta Sauce 
Spaghetti (dried) 
Noodles (incl Pot Noodles) 
Tinned Vegetables (all types, 
incl potatoes) 

Tinned pies (Fray Bentos Meat 
and Veg varieties) 
Tinned fish  
Tinned fruit 
Tinned Soups (Veg and Meat) 
Meat meals (tinned) 
Biscuits  
Crisps 
Custard - tinned and dried 

Tinned Desserts 
Long Life milk 
Juice (cordial and long life) 
Toothbrushes and toothpaste  
Shampoo and Shower Gel 
Deodorants (M&F) 
Toilet Rolls 

 
 
 

https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs


 

 

A-Level Theatre Trip 
On Thursday 28th September, we took our A Level English Literature students 
to Southwark Playhouse in London to see an adaptation of one of their set 
texts, Christopher Marlowe’s ‘Doctor Faustus’. The production was 
wonderfully mad - just as Marlowe intended! We saw a manic Faustus raising 
spirits to heavy metal, a female Lucifer in a dashing white suit and a 
completely chaotic manifestation of the seven deadly sins. It was a fantastic 
retelling of the dangers of the ‘Faustian bargain’ and the students absolutely 
loved it! 
 

Accelerated Reader 
Have a look at the 
top floor of English to see some suggested novels on 
our Accelerated Reader programme! Remember to 
check out our library for some exciting reads to bring 
to your English lessons. All 7, 8 and 9 lessons begin 
with 20 minutes private reading, so bring something 
you will LOVE! Also remember we expect all students 
to be reading at least one hour a week from home. 
Once you have finished a book, be sure to take a quiz 
to get on your class’ reader-leaderboard! 

 
The English Department  
 
The English Block has some exciting new additions to 
the walls! Come and see all of our GCSE texts 
beautifully displayed; follow our literary timeline up 
the stairwell; and refine your knowledge of key terms 
through our ‘Umbridge-esque” noticeboards! 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 

Now that Covid restrictions have lifted, I  would like to welcome back deserving students to my office to share 
a real cup of hot chocolate on a Friday during registration. These students are nominted by staff who have 
been really impressed by their progress, achievement or attitude.  
This week, I would like to invite Layla H and Summer O in year 7, Emma A and Idrees E M in year 9 to join me 
at 8:30am in my office on Friday 7th October. I look forward to chatting with you then!  
 

 
Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 

 
On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 

nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mr Paudyal has been impressed with so many students this week and would like to nominate the following for 
their excellent work and exemplary behaviour: 
Year 7: Natalia, Andre, Angus, Anson and Jasmine 
Year 9: Anastasiia and Hebe 
Year 10: Danae B, Taniya D, Amrita, Sunny, Anna W, Jake W, Bethany H, How Yee, Jake P, Lois R, Elise B, 
Finley M and Alfie S 
Year 11: Irem, Shalem, Bella, Vinethma, Abel, Nadir and Sara 
 
Mrs Edwards would like to nominate her Y12 Literature class for engaging so well with Shakespeare.  She 
hopes you come to love the play as much as she does! 
 
Miss James would like to nominate Adil, Asma, Daniella and Zahrah from Year 13 and Mikka from Year 12 for 
their hard work on preparing an assembly for Black History Month.  
 
Mrs Hoque would like to congratulate Finley M for an amazing start to GCSE geography; for working so 
incredibly hard and producing some outstanding work. 
 
Miss Correa Theme would like to nomimate the following classes for a virtual hot chocolate:  
Year 10 photography: thank you all for your efforts this week and for your resilience with the tasks – your 
outcomes look brilliant and your write-ups so far have been considered and insightful. Well done! 
Year 11 Art: Leilani, Clare, Laibah, Elle, Mia, and Olivia for their consistent efforts and focus during lessons. 
Extra shout-out to Mia and Olivia for coming back after-school to make even more progress! 
Year 11 photography: Freya, Daria, Ella, Chloe, Nathaniel, Sam, Ramon, Keeley, Sandra, Izzy, Maddison and 
Jack for their good attitudes to learning and the progress they are making! 
 
Mr Tomala would like to nominate the year 7 Geography students for a virtual hot chocolate for their 
involvement in the Green up your Act session. He would also like to nominate the year 9 Geography students 

mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

for a virtual hot chocolate for their part in collecting donations for Woodley Food Bankds. Finally, he’d like to 
congratulation all year 7 students who have been completing the Geography Reading Challenge. 
 
Mrs Cousins would like to nominate Melody because she has superstar resilience, the bravery to push her 
friends to try and be their best and the humility to be reflective. Keep it up! 
 
Mrs Goddard and Mrs Long would like to nominate Lawson in year 10 for showing true resilience this week. 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Miss Correa Theme would like to nominate Mr. Crane for making such a strong start and quickly integrating 
well into the department! Thank you for your hard work. She would also like to thank Mr Davis for his support 
as Head of Faculty and continuing to act as a mentor figure for her professional development. 
 
Mrs Cousins would like to nominate Ms Patey for being really understanding and supportive with certain year 
9 students. It’s much appreciated. 
 
Miss Childs would like to nominate Mrs. Khanna for her amazing work on the alternative curriculum. 
 
 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


