
 

 

21st  October 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s been a busy but strong half term and I have been extremely impressed by how positively our students have 
started the new year. With excellent attendance numbers at our extra curricular clubs (with over 100 students 
in PE clubs on a Tuesday alone), alongside involvement in various school iniatives and ventures, everyone very 
much deserves a week’s break to recouperate. 
 
After so much disruption through Covid over the past few years, I have been pleased we have been able to 
offer opportunities for our students to experience more in-depth personal development sessions over the last 
few weeks, such as our theatre workshops on Alcohol, Gangs, County Lines and the choices we make. At The 
Bulmershe School we recognise the personal development of students is a fundamental part of our academic 
and pastoral work. It is our intention to create good local, national and global citizens, who develop good 
character and resilience. 
 
Author visit 
J.T. Williams, author of The Lizzie and 
Belle Mysteries: Drama and Danger, 
visited the school on Monday 17th 
October to host an author talk, signed 
copies of her books and ran a creative 
writing workshop. Her visit was greatly 
anticipated because of its relevance to 
Black History Month and the links with 
celebrating the lives of black people 
living in Britain, both past and present, 
whose stories have never been told.  
 
She spoke with everyone in year 8 about Ignatius Sancho and his family, and Dido Bell; people whose lives and 
letters inspired her to write a fictionalised version of what might have happened if they had met. 
The long queue for book signing at lunchtime shows just how successful her visit was and how engaged they 
were with her book! The author spoke kindly with each student and signed their copies.  

 
If you want to find out more about J.T. Williams 
and her book, watch her introduction video 
here. 
 
You can read a book review for the book on our 
Book Review page! 
 
 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mW9XsouJgsX9jpJsHbzeDa_FRg9A0uAF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mW9XsouJgsX9jpJsHbzeDa_FRg9A0uAF/view?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/kku12/jp95iz3iaofbym7b


 

 

Library newsletter 
 
This year’s first edition of the Library Newsletter is here! Every 
week, the team of student Library Assistants work together to 
write a newsletter filled with resource recommendations, top 
tips, inspiring quotes and interesting information. You can read 
their first edition, which is attached to this email.  
 
New spotlights this year are our Mental Health Matters and 
Diversity Matters sections as well as a Sport Resource of the 
week!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
◆ 

 
Africa Project 
KS3 Geography students have had sessions on the continent of 
Africa to develop a deeper understanding of the unique 
characteristics of the 54 countries. The sessions included 
learning about: levels of development, conflict flash points, 
culture, language and connectivity all aimed at students 
developing a deeper understanding of the individuality of the 
continent. Students focused on 5 different countries of their 
choices and created some lovely display work. The project was 
supported by a dedicated display in the library allowing 
fascinated students to do extra research. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Geo-Leaders’ Visit to Woodley Foodbank 
On Wednesday evening ten members of the Geo-Leaders club volunteered their time and muscle to deliver 
40Kg of food to the Woodley Foodbank. The evening started with sorting the boxes and carrying them down 
for delivery to the foodbank. Sadly, one delivery will not be enough, and so our collection has now started for 
our Christmas donation. 

 
 
◆ 

 
In-year admissions for Waingels 
The Waingels Governing Body is consulting on changes to the 2024 – 2025 In -Year Admission Arrangements. 
They have asked us to share their proposed changes, which can be viewed here: 
https://www.waingels.wokingham.sch.uk/282/admissions 
 

◆ 
 
Mental Health Matters 
Molly Russell tragically took her own life in 2017, aged just 14. Her parents set up the Molly Rose Foundation, 
a suicide prevention and awareness charity in her memory. 
 
We have been given ‘Where to get help’ cards from the Foundation, which will be given to each student, to 
make them aware that they can reach out for help to school or one of the signposted organisations, should 
they need it. 
 
 
  

https://www.waingels.wokingham.sch.uk/282/admissions


 

 

Share Wokingham 
Share Wokingham are a community project 
that helps distribute food to those who need it. 
They offer a range of fresh produce, including 
bread and vegetables which are either surplus 
stock or end-of-day items from local 
supermarkets. No referral is needed – just pop 
along as per the flyer → 
 
If you are worried about money, you may be 
eligible for help through the Household 
Support Fund. If you are struggling to pay for 
food, energy bills and other household 
essentials get help. Contact Citizens Advice 
One Front Door on 0808 278 7958 or 
www.citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/hsf 
They will be able to provide £120 through a 
food, fuel or cash voucher.  
 
Need help with food during the school 
holidays? If you live in Wokingham Borough 
and have a child or children on benefits-related 
free school meals, you can apply for £15 per 
week for each eligible child ahead of half-term, 
the Christmas and Easter holidays. To apply, 
contact First Days Children’s Charity on (0118) 
921 9338 or www.firstdays.net/hsf Your child 
does not need to be attending school in the 
borough to get this support. 
 
Support is available if you are struggling with 
the rising costs of living as well as people in 
receipt of benefits. The team are processing 
applications as quickly as possible. It may take 
a couple of weeks for you to receive your payment: www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living 
 
 
Attendance next term 
At The Bulmershe School attendance is a key priority, which links directly to the wider school value of student 
responsibility. Students should attend everyday possible (over 95% of the time) and arrive by 8.25am every 
morning, ready for registration to start at 8.30am. Any student arriving between 8.30am -9.10am will be 
signed in through reception and given a warning on the first occasion. If they are late again that week they will 
be issued with a sameday lunchtime school-based community service, unless we receive a valid reason from 
Parent/Carer. Students who arrive after 9.10am will be issued with an instant, same-day lunchtime school-
based community service.   

http://www.firstdays.net/hsf
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living


 

 

 
Bike Sheds 
From after half term, if a student arrives after 8:30am on a bike, they will have to lock it up outside of 6th form, 
at their own risk. Our bike sheds will be open between 8-8:30am and will be lock from then until 3pm. 
 
Please find attached a letter with more details on Attendance and why it is so important. 
 

◆ 
 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Year 11 Virtual Parents Evening will be Thursday 10th November. Further information on how to book your 
appointments will be sent on Monday 31st October 
 

◆ 
 
Woodley Remembrance Day 
The Woodley Remembrance Memorial Committee 
would like to make Remembrance Sunday more of a 
community event.  There will be usual Town Council 
two-minute silence at the War Memorial on Friday 
11th November, when the schools usually lay their 
wreaths. In addition to this there will be a service at 
the Memorial on Sunday 13th November which all 
members of the public are invited to → 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Half Term Soccer Schools 
These are the courses that the Community Trust are running throughout October Half Term for boys & girls in 
School years 1 to 9. 

 
 

◆ 
 
An Evening of Entertainment on Saturday 22nd October 
An Evening of Entertainment 2022 for Macmillian Cancer Support is an independently organised fundraiser 
concert. At The Whitty Theatre in Luckley House School in Wokingham on Saturday 22nd October the variety 
concert will focus on showcasing the talent of musicians, singers and dancers from the local area such as...  
Saxcelerate - a Saxophone quartet with twice the power… Iszi Lawrence – comedian… Platform Young 
Professionals - a musical theatre group… Rock Choir...AND LOTS MORE! The money raised will help fund 
Macmillan's increasing range of services, including their Macmillan nurses, a range of cancer information 
services, practical help at home and help with money. 
 
Doors open at 6pm and the show starts at 7pm. Tickets cost £15 for Adults, £8 for children and under 5s are 
free. Family tickets also available. To purchase tickets head to www.ticketsource.co.uk/emmamacedo 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/emmamacedo


 

 

For more information please contact emmamacedo@aol.com 
 

◆ 
 
Reminder: The Bulmershe School Community Wardrobe 
Can you help? The Bulmershe Pastoral Team want to support any of our families who might be experiencing 
cost of living difficulties, so will soon be launching the Bulmershe Community Wardrobe. The first step is to 
build good stocks of clothes and uniform. We will sort items into age-related bundles for families in need. If 
you have any good quality, clean clothing you would like to donate, please drop it in a bag to reception before 
Friday 4th November. There is no need to label or sort; the Community Wardrobe can take care of that! 
 

 “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much!” Hellen Keller 
 
◆ 

 
Reminder: Year 7 and Year 11 Photos – Wednesday 2nd November 
Class Pictures will be in school on 2nd November to take individual portraits of our year 7 students, as well as 
year 11 class photos.  

◆ 
 
Reminder: Big Sleep Out at Bulmershe  
Our donations stand at just under £800 which is incredible! Thank you to all those who have donated to 
Launchpad in support of the sleep out. We only need a few more donations to meet our target of £1,000. You 
can still support the fundraising by sharing the following link with friends and family to promote more 
donations. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-bulmershe-school 

 
◆ 

  

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 

Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 
 

On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past week. These 
nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. Below are our virtual Hot 
Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a member of staff, please use our 

nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mrs Ku would like to nominate Tadas (year 10), Kushil (year 7) and Laila, Hannah and Eloise (year 8) for being 
winners of the poetry competition for National Poetry Day. They deserve a (belated) Hot Chocolate for their 
fantastic creativity. She would also like to recognise Sam (year 9) for being resilient over the past few weeks 
and Bronwen, who showed empathy and kindness towards a fellow student the other day who was upset. She 
is also always diligent and has a great work ethic.  Also, well done to Chloe (year 9) who is the top book 
borrower of the week! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-bulmershe-school
mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

 
Mrs Senthilkumar in computing would like to nominate Krishan (9En2) and Freya ( 9 M6) for their ICT lessons. 
Both of them have shown consistency attitude towards learning, great participation in classroom discussion, 
good behaviour and excellent task completion. Well done! 
 
Miss Garrard would like to nominate the whole of 11H13 for a very positive start to year 11, and she hopes 
they enjoy some time relaxing over half term. 
 
Miss Cronin would like to nominate those individuals who participated in the year 10 netball league, which 
Bulmershe hosted and so many pupils participated in it which was fantastic to see. One of our teams came 
second in the league which is incredible! She would also like to nominate the year 11 netballers as well, as 
they played in a tournament this week and won all their games and only drew one, which is outstanding! It’s 
been a really fantastic performances in netball over this half term which is great to see. So keep up the hard 
work and keep coming to training each week after half term. 
 
Mr Paudyal would like to nominate the following students for the hot chocolate for their excellent behaviour 
and positive attitude to learning: Year 7: Andre, Angus, Natalia and Anson; Year 9:  Anastasiia, Muhammad 
and  Ashley; Year 11: Vinethma, Irem, Bella, Aparajita, Shanti and Joy 
 
The Transition Team would like to thank all of the Year 9 Open Morning Tour Guides. We have had many 
families visit us and leave with so many positive comments and this is down to you. So in no particular order 
thank you: Abi H, Nathan L, Clara T, Amelia W, Holly H, Alex H, Amara W, Amiti FM, Anna B, Berenice AA, 
Dylan T, Finn T, Grace P, Heidi A, Holly S, Kajaani U, Lucie W, Manvir V, Sam W, Sophie L, Sukhmani G,  Yoyo 
W, Euphemia A, Lucas A, Mariama P, Bleu BF, Elsie C, Prince D, Kitty A, Penny H, Josh G, Alex K, Amrita B, 
Anika S, Charlie K, Lori C, Kovid M, Salma FA, Zoya M, Fran Hannah TC, Jess R, Laurie A, Lizzie D, Lotte W, 
Matthew W, Neptune G, Zahra MN, Preet V, Ella B, Phoebe C, Emily C, Toby F, Israa G, Alex L, Tire A, Joyce L, 
Hasan K, Elsie C, Shyla S, Zainab K, Sukrit D, Max K, Ronnie C, Wojciech B, Yuliana A, Carmel B, Brooke D, Lilly 
H. As you can see, this has been a monumental effort from Year 9, and we thank each and every one of them.  
 
Miss Bishop would like to nominate Tise, Safia, Jamie, Marissia, Shalem, Olivia, Fiza, Sakina, Adam, Abi, 
Benjamin, Imogen, Jihan, Sana, Elsie, Nigel, Xander and Ibrahim in year 11, for some outstanding Biology 
work on evolution theories. 
 
Mr Harris would like to highlight those students who have completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, 
and who were awarded in the presentation assemblies last week. In year 10: Aniya, Caitlin, Sofia, Amelie, 
Adam, Erika, Holly and Arshdeep. In Year 11: Isobel, Abigail, Olivia, Tiger-Lily, Kristina, Harry, Erin, Ivy, 
Nathaniel, Arthur, Amrit, Tanmay, Thomas, Leilani and Nigel. 
 
Mrs Norris would like to nominate some of her year 9 English students: Muhammad, Cody, Aleena, Will, 
Hebe, Lucie and Joshua. 
 
The attendance team would like to nominate the following: Libby B, Erin K and Kathryn B in Yr12 for having a 
such a positive start in their first term in 6th form and supporting us in their attendance project to help other 
students. And Zoha N in Yr13 for her hard work and effort she has put into her project in supporting 
attendance. 



 

 

 
Mr Hird would like to say thank you to Cameron O for supporting the PE department during their lessons and 
rugby club. 
 
Mrs Trenwith and the Bulmershe Design and Technology teachers and technicians have been super impressed 
with the hard work of our students across the key stages this half term. Well done to our 3D Design A Level 
students Kyle, Poppy and Tilla who have responded well to their critique lesson this week. Lovely to see more 
independent working and new ideas developing! They are also extremely impressed with year 11 students 
Edward L, Xander W, Emma W and Abigail P for showing interdependence in developing their mock exam 
projects. You are brilliant!  

 
 
Mrs Hoque would like to nominate Bilal and Cherise for leading the geoleaders to the foodbank to drop off all 
the donations. They were amazing role models to the younger years. 
 
Mr Ogada would like to nominate Awais who has started year 10 maths fantastically. Good attitude, effort and 
engagement in Maths lesson.  
 
Mrs Nath would like to nominate Millie, Malakai, Louis, Carmell, Humza, Ashley, Ollie Sydney, Nadir, 
Latayah, Tyshaun, Hayden, Rosie, Ramon and Josh in her Y11 biology class for working really hard on their 
biology revision in class this week. 
 
Miss James would like to nominate Xander in year 11. He always works really hard consistently in her history 
lessons and his efforts to continually improve are commendable! 
 
All of Bulmershe would like to congratulation Eddie in year 7 who attended a surfing competition at the 
weekend in Scotland and won!  
 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Mrs Ku would like to nominate Miss James, who has been an incredible collaborator and support with 
organising this week’s author visit to support History and BHM. Thank you for all you do! Mr Hood, Miss Harris 
and Miss Bungay were so helpful arranging photography for the author talk – thank you so much! Mrs Davis 
for arranging the class registers printing for her with very short notice. Mr Coniam for sorting out the 



 

 

microphone and wiring! All staff members who helped with supervising students in the auditorium – thank 
you!! Mrs Kotseroni – thank you for your kindness on Thursday.  
 
Miss Bishop would like to say thank you to Dr Harris for supporting students to catch up on their DofE 
sections. It’s been a pleasure to see students receive their certificates this week after working so hard over the 
last year.  
 
The attendance team would like to thank Miss McAnulty for all her support this week, you are always so 
happy to help them and they really appreciate it. 
 
Mr Hird would like to say thank you to Miss Roberts for planning the careers in sport and physical activity.  
 
Miss Childs would like to thank the SEN team – all the hard work they do supporting students in class and in 
Oasis. They are wonderful. She would also like to nominate Mrs Gaetan for all her hard work and support with 
staff and students. She does an amazing job. 
 
Parent Nominations 
 
We would very much like to nominate Mrs Gaetan for a Hot chocolate award, as she has been so supportive 
and kind to our son William.  She has really made a huge difference to him and us.  
 
Take care and have wonderful and restful half term break, 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


