
 
20th January 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

To all those years 11s who have experienced their first week of GCSE mocks, I want to say a HUGE 

well done. We had 97.8% attendance from you this week, which is amazing and demonstrates that 

you are committed to your studies and trying to do well. Keep up the good work next week. 

Dates for your diary 

In order to ensure all the mocks exam papers are returned in good time, we have a school INSET day 

on Monday, 23rd January. This is for staff to do their exam marking and moderation to ensure 

consistency across the grading. I hope you all enjoy the long weekend. 

As you may have heard, teaching unions are proposing a series of strikes over the next few months. 

The proposed dates are  

• Wednesday 1 February 2023 

• Thursday 2 March 2023  

• Wednesday 15 March 2023 

• Thursday 16 March 2023 

Our aim is always to keep the school open, but this decision can only be made once I know the 

number of staff planning to take action. I will let you know next week. 

Remembering Vic Browne 

Tomorrow, 21st January, marks the 2-year anniversary of our friend and colleague Vic Browne’s 

passing, who died from Covid in 2021. Mr Browne was the Year 10 pastoral lead and had been at The 

Bulmershe School for 8 years. His larger than life character, bright shirts and charisma left a big hole 

in all our hearts. We will continue to remember him by holding an annual well-being day where we 

all wear bright colours and listen to up-beat music. This will take place on Thursday 9th February and 

will be a non-uniform day where we will be encouraging students to wear something that makes 

them feel happy and offer a £1 donation, which will be given to a Children’s mental health charity. 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 

I have been really impressed by the number of students attending our extra-curricular clubs this 

term. Last week 196 students joined in, and this week we have welcomed 223 students! Our club 

timetable has been updated for the Spring Term – you can find it on our website under Parents & 

Carers> Lunchtime and After School Clubs 

As a short-term opportunity, a volunteer from Microsoft will be teaching year 10s and 11s Python 

programming at Code Club every Tuesday 3.00 to 4.00 pm starting on Tuesday 24/01/2023. This is 

an ideal opportunity for all year 10 and 11 students who attend the club (which is open to all years) 

to develop their programming skills.  

  

https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs


 
 

Extra-Curricular Club Spotlight - French Club 

Where and when is the club? Tuesday Week B – Lunchtimes in H4 

What Year groups is the Club for? Years 7 and 8 

What types of activities do the club do?  

Play lots of familiar board games in French as well as some French board games to expand our 

knowledge (Happy families, Monopoly, Richesse de France) 

What are the benefits to attending the club?  

Playing the games mean we practice speaking to one another in a fun context, the setting on the 

games also helps to highlight cultural and geographical awareness of France, its boarders and 

influences in Europe. 

 

 

Free singing lesson taster sessions 

Over the next few weeks, Berkshire Maestros will be offering trial singing lessons to our students, to 

see if they would like to sign up for lessons. Research shows that children who sing and play musical 

instruments perform better academically. Singing can help develop confidence, concentration, 

memory, and teamwork skills.  



 
Lessons can either be individual (20mins or 30mins) or in small groups of 2 to 5 pupils. Group lessons 

cost from just £10 per lesson and Children are taught on a rotating timetable so there is minimal 

disruption to their classroom learning. Find out more: www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk 

If your child would like to take up this opportunity, please email Kat Hitti: 

kathitti@berkshiremaestros.org.uk the following information: 

• Child’s name 
• School Year Group 
• Parent’s name 
• Parent’s email address 
This does not commit you to anything but will help her coordinate your Free Taster Singing Lesson. 

REMINDER: Rags2Riches Recycling Scheme 

We have signed up to the Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme to raise money for our school and 

help those in the Ukraine benefit from our good quality unwanted clothes and shoes. We get 40p for 

every kilo we collect of reusable items, which will go towards improving the school learning 

environment. Please tell family and friends that anyone can bring donations (in a black bin bag or 

shopping bag) to the school reception on Monday 6th February from 8am – 8.30am. Thank you! 

Geo-Leaders Fundraising Initiative 

This week Geo-Leaders joined forces to raise funding for their garden project. 25 Geo-Leaders 

assembled for a meeting with Mr. Knight from charity ‘Freely Fruity’. The aim; to secure funding for a 

new school garden project. Their vision is to build 

a sensory garden that has longevity, is sustainable 

and has a specific focus on biodiversity.  

At the end of the visit Mr. Knight agreed that 

‘Freely Fruity’ can supply everything on the 

students’ list and also provide some cash funding 

with a minimum value of £1,000. Perhaps more 

importantly he can also provide support and help 

with the project. A big well done to Mrs Warner 

for organising this event, and to the Geo-Leaders 

themselves for a fantastic presentation. 

Dungeons & Dragons club enhances the Geography curriculum 

Dungeons & Dragons is based on maps and requires players to consider distance, grid references, 

direction and radius. These are key map skills that transcend the Geography curriculum and Mr 

Eastland has agreed to make this the focus of the club. If you’d like to join the Dungeons & Dragons 

club, come to the library after school on a Tuesday to find out more. 

http://www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk/
mailto:kathitti@berkshiremaestros.org.uk


 
Mental Health Matters 

Week commencing 6th Feb 2023 is Children’s Mental Health Week and the Lily-Jo Project are 

running a free live workshop designed to help adults understand the unique mental health 

challenges facing children, teenagers, and students today. During this session they will discuss the 

impact of social media and the online life our children are navigating. 

• When? 9th February 2023  

• Time? Lunch time 12:00 to 13:00 and after school 16:00 to 17:00 (both sessions will be the 

same, you can choose which one suits you best) 

• Where? Online  

If you would like to join, please click this link and enter your details.  

Free School Meals application 

The rising cost of living means everyone could use a bit of help.  If you are unemployed or on 

benefits then you may be able to claim free school meals for your child. If you think your family 

could qualify, please download the application form or pick one up from the school reception. 

Parents can either email the completed form to reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk or hand in 

at reception. 

 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 

I like to welcome deserving students to my office to share a cup of hot chocolate with me on a Friday 

during registration. These students are nominated by staff who have been impressed by progress, 

achievement or attitude. Next week, I would like to invite Lizzie D, Holly S, Tire A and Evie C who are 

all in year 9, to join me at 8:35am on Friday 27th January. You are all Core Value Superstars and I look 

forward to chatting with you then. 

Virtual Hot Chocolate Nominations 

On a Friday we like to shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the 

past week. These nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff.  

Congratulations to all of those nominated this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or a 

member of staff, please use our nomination email address: HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk. 

Mrs Ku would like to nominate Joyce L and Yoyo W for helping to make decorations for Lunar New 

Year! Victoria A for doing a lovely chalk board display with a Year of the Rabbit display. Jinisha for 

immediately dropping everything and running to find help when Mrs Ku needed it this week. Big hot 

chocolate for your kindness. 

https://thelilyjoproject.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cda5646a6128d08a69990b7e&id=3644ecc7b2&e=bca8f15275
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/47/free-school-meals
mailto:reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk
mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 
Mrs Parkes would like to nominate Hassan N in Y7 for getting the highest XP in maths homework in 
the whole school and achieving Level 2! Imogen B in Y8 has been the first to put her hand up for almost 
every question this week – great work! Corin O Y9 has worked incredibly hard in class answering 
challenge questions. 
 
Mr McArdle would like to nominate the Year 7 boys football team for their first competitive game in 
sub-zero conditions this week. The boys battled in the game and showed some real potential and he 
looks forward to seeing the team develop over the next 5 years at school. The result was not what we 
wanted but the boys put in a fantastic performance in the second half. He’d also like to nominate the 
Under 16 boys basketball team who played against JMA when they had an England player on the 
court! The game was a fantastic challenge for the boys to play against some top-quality opposition 
and whilst they went down 59-37 it was a fantastic game for all. 
 
Miss Hudson would like to nominate Hannah T-C and Amrita B in Year 9 for being fantastic 
ambassadors for the school and consistently demonstrating the core values! 
 
The Oasis team would like to nominate the following students for a hot chocolate. Millie A, Jenna A, 
Malakai B, Torey T, Carmell H, Harry H, Abigail P, Ramon T, Josh T, Alfie W, Nadir O and Summa T. 
These students showed excellent resilience whilst taking their mock exam using the new reading 
software. There was a slight problem with the papers and they all did exceptionally well in the 
circumstances and waited patiently whilst we sorted the problem. 
 

Staff Nominations 
Mrs Ku would like to offer hot chocolate nominations to Mrs Miles, Miss Heath, Miss Browne, Mr 

Allen and Mrs Hunt for their kindness and support this week. 

Mrs Thomas would like to nominate Dr Harris for being part of the ECT panel this week. His answers 

and delivery were greatly appreciated. 

Mr McArdle would like to nominate Mr Hird - His leading the department this year has been fantastic. 

He is open to new ideas and always ready to support both colleagues and students to reach their full 

potential. Mr McArdle would also like to nominate Mr Lord – for all his hard work with the under 14 

and under 16 basketball teams this year, and the whole PE department for delivering alternative 

lessons to keep the students engaged and active during weather and space challenges. 

Mrs Ambrose would like to nominate Mr Morden for being a great help in supporting the year 7's and 

is having a really positive impact on individuals. Thank you, Mr Morden!  

Wishing you all a lovely, extended weekend. See you again on Tuesday 24th January, 

Amanda Woodfin 

Headteacher 

 


