
 

 

16th September 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
A very warm welcome back to the new academic year and to all our new families joining our 
community. The school has had a very strong and busy start back! Last week we held our postponed 
Headteacher Awards. It was an absolute delight to start off the year with such a positive event; 
congratulations to all of the 96 winners.   
 
We have only completed our second week and students have already achieved nearly 30,000 
achievement points! This is a record. Students are obviously approaching our positive Learning 
Behaviour Habits with the right attitude. Well done all! 
 

Year  7 6,688 

Year  8 7,634 

Year  9 6,521 

Year 10 5,231 

Year 11 3,502 

Year 12 353 

Year 13 20 

Sum of Total Achievement Points 29,949 

 
We also welcome some new colleagues to the team, Ms Ambrose, Assistant Headteacher,  Ms Ray, 
our Lead Practitioner for Teaching and Learning,  Mr Hird, Head of PE, Ms Straw, Ms Clarke, Ms 
Obialo have all joined the Maths department, Mr Sprague has joined the Science team,  Mr Crane 
and Mr Packman have joined the Art and Design department, Ms Shearing and Ms Thain to the 
English Department,  Mr Andrew has joined the Music department. We are also delighted to 
welcome further support staff, Ms Martin, is our new Exams Officer, Ms Chapman is our Mental 
Health Coordinator, Ms Lamanna and Ms Challice are our new Behaviour Leads, Ms Mcilvenna is a 
Safeguarding Officer, Ms Hunt is a Study Support Leader, Ms Cassells is a new Administration 
Assistant and Ms Noye is my new PA. Welcome all and I am sure you will be very happy working with 
our community.  
 
Reminder – School Closures 
Following the announcement that the date for the Queen’s State Funeral will be 19th September 
2022, the DFE has confirmed this day will be a bank holiday. Consequently The Bulmershe School 
will be closed on Monday 19th September. School will fully reopen to all students on Tuesday 20th 
September (which is a Week A) 
 



 

 

I would also like to advise you that we will be closing early on Thursday 22nd September at 12:20pm 
to give staff and pupils time to prepare for our Open Evening.  A hot meal will be available during 
break time on Thursday and Reading Buses will be leaving from Bulmershe at 12.30pm. 
 
Parent Forums 
Each half term, we aim to organise an online Parent Forum to tackle a subject you may want 
additional information on. Last year we focussed mainly on Mental Health topics including Anxiety, 
Eating Disorders and Self Harm. We welcome parents’ suggestions on topics they would like to see 
on the programme and encourage all to join us if you can. 
 
The dates of the forums can be found on the Website: News & Dates> School Calendar. Our first 
forum for this term will be held on Tuesday 11th October. This will be a virtual forum and more 
details about the topic, timings and how to sign up will be sent nearer the time. 
 
If you would like to suggest a topic or would like to offer to run a session on a subject your are an 
expert in, please email headspa@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Woodley 2 minute silence 
Woodley Town Mayor, Cllr Janet Sartorel, will lead a two-minutes silence in honour of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. All residents are welcome to join the Mayor at 11.00am on Tuesday 20th 
September, outside the Miles Suite at The Oakwood Centre, where the floral tributes have been 
placed. Bulmershe will be sending a small number of staff and students to represent the school. 
 
 

Assembling a new library assistant team! 
Applications are now open to join the student library assistant team 
and everyone is welcome to apply! Check out the attached job 
description. Students can apply by filling in the application form 
found by the Library helpdesk. If you have any questions, just ask Mrs 
Ku! Deadline for applications is Friday 23rd September.  
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Wellbeing Wednesdays 
Wellbeing Wednesday has now started in the Library 
every week. This is a calm and quiet time to read, play a 
quiet board game or listen to the music and enjoy the 
library spaces at break and lunch. There will be some 
mindfulness activities to enjoy as well. This week was a 
huge success with over 50 students attending.   
 
Careers Opportunities this term! 
Here are some amazing career opportunities available 
for students aged 12 – 18 for the autumn term. Students will learn directly from some of the world's 
best professionals - doctors, lawyers, engineers, investment bankers and more. All programmes 
take place on Sundays at UCL and students can also attend live online if they prefer. Follow the link 
to explore the opportunities. 
 
Mr Whearity’s Ultramarathon 
Our very own superhero, Mr Whearity, his wife and their friend Danny, are 
taking part in the European Ultramarathon Championships this weekend in 
Verona, Italy, representing Team GB. If you would like to track Mr Whearity’s 
24 hour run, you can do so on this link: https://www.icron.it/live/ (click on 
the “Champs” option). The race starts at 9am on Saturday and we wish them 
all the very best of luck! 
 
Autumn Term Sports and Activity Clubs 
Our fabulous staff have just released the Lunchtime and After School clubs that will be running this 
term, starting from Tuesday 20th September. Staff give up their time to offer these opportunities to 
students and it is a really important part of our ethos. I encourage everyone to make the most of 
them. 
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs 
 
Donations for Woodley Foodbank 
Year 9 Geography students are spending time this term learning about global food security; their 
lessons involve a focus on local food banks and their value to the community. Mr Tomala would like 
to praise the students for showing great interest-in and compassion-for our local foodbanks and 
their users. The students have decided that they would like to donate to a local foodbank and so we 
have started to collect food for the Woodley Foodbank. Students are being encouraged to donate 
what they can by collecting food as a class. Next week students will have a guest speaker from the 
Foodbank in their lessons, so that they can develop a deeper understanding and ask any questions 
they may have. Well done year 9 for your commitment to the local community and for being good 
citizens. Any donations can be handed to the school reception or your child’s geography teacher. 

https://investin.org/collections/our-programmes?filter.p.m.product_filters.age=Ages+15-18
https://www.icron.it/live/
https://www.thebulmersheschool.com/1688/lunchtime-and-after-school-clubs


 

 

 
The Woodley Foodbank is the only food bank in Berkshire that does not require food vouchers or 
referrals to be able to support people. If you need support, you can just turn up at Woodley Baptist 
Church, Hurricane Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4UX  between 9.30 - 12.30 on weekdays to collect a 
parcel. Or, if you are unable to get to there, you can call 07806 658995 to request a delivery.  
The Woodley Foodbank state any requests will receive no questions, no forms to complete and no 
judgement. 
 
Free webinar: Supporting a young person experiencing thoughts of suicide 
Tuesday 20 September, 6-8pm 
This webinar will help parents, carers, educators and anyone working with young people, to gain a 
better understanding of suicide and how to support a young person experiencing suicidal thoughts. 
Trainer Julie Castleman will consider factors that could lead someone to think of suicide, protective 
factors to help someone stay safe, how to help, signposting and more.  
To find out more and book click this link 
 
Update on Rags2Riches donations drop-off options 
Hopefully you will have seen our recent email about the Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme we 
participate in. This is a wonderful way for families to help the school generate funds while also 
helping others in need by donating good quality clothes and shoes.  
We have been asked if we can offer an evening drop off in addition to our morning donation time, so 
we would like to announce the following changes to our drop off times: 
Please bring any donations to the school reception on either 
Evening donation - FRIDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER – between 3:15pm – 5:45pm 
Morning donation - MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER – between 8am – 8:30am 
As we are hosting one of our open mornings on Tuesday 27th September, we ask you to please not 
drop off donations on the 27th any more. 
We really appreciate any donations you can offer as we get 40p for every kilo we collect and we 
thank you for your support. 
 
Google Classroom Tips! 
We have had a lot of requests coming through from parents where their child is struggling to login at 
home to Google Classroom. Here are a few key points: 
 

• The username for Google Classroom is the full school email address of the person, for 
example CWindsor22@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

• The password is synced to their network login. So they need to login to a school PC before 
they use Google Classroom for the first time at home.  

• We do not recommend the use of the Google App as this is will often return an error 
message when a pupil attempts to login. Pupils should use a browser instead.  

http://link.charliewaller.-9H2wXg


 

 

• Google does not cope very well with multiple logins on the same device. To overcome this it 
is useful to open an In Private browser window and login there in order to keep the profiles 
separate. 

This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
On a Friday we shine a spotlight on those who deserve a thank you or have done well over the past 
week. These nominations come from staff and parents and can be awarded to students and staff. 

Below are our virtual Hot Chocolate awards for this week. If you would like to nominate your child, or 
a member of staff, please use our nomination email address: 

HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Miss Bishop would like to send her congratulations to the year 12 (now year 13) students that 
survived and passed their Silver DofE Expedition last term. They compared it to “crossing the 
desert”!  It was certainly a hot one and they followed the precautions to keep them safe in the heat. 
Well done to; Hermione T, Erin-Kate S, Yousuf A, Marks B, Vasiliki B, Sam B, Joseph D, Yimin G, 
Lucy L, Emily M, Zahrah Q, Daniella S-B, Adil S, Razvan T, Melissa W and Ella W.  
 
Mrs Ku would like to say thank you to Yoyo (Year 9), Sam (Year 9) and Cheilla (Year 9) for helping her 
to return a very full box of library books after school on Wednesday.  
Thank you to Melissa (Year 13) and Ruby (Year 8) for donating books to the Library. Manvir, Kenzi, 
Mia, Kyra, Natalia and Thomas (all year 7) have very kindly offered their help with some library jobs. 
 
Mr Hird would like to nominate all his year 13 A Level PE class for starting the year fantastically well 
and welcoming him into the school. He also wanted to prise his year 10 GCSE PE class – they had 2 
wonderful lessons last week where they showed so much enthusiasm, efford and asked lots of 
questions. 
 
Mrs Woodfin would like to nominate all of 8x3 Geography for their very enthusiastic start, brilliant 
questions and positive attitude to learning. 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate our U16 girls football team, who won their first match of the 
season. Special mention to Kezia, who was Miss Bungay's player of the match, Mia who scored both 
goals, and Chyah who was the opponents player of the match. Incredible start everyone!  
Also, Natalia in year 7, who showed real resilience and bravery in her first swimming lesson this 
week! 
 
Ms Ray would like to nominate Eshaal in Yr10 for some excellent independent English work – 
showing real commitment to her own success. 
 
Miss Isaq would like to nominate her tutor group 7C4 for having such a fantastic start to secondary 
school. They have stayed positive and shown their resilience since they have joined Bulmershe.  

mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

Well done and keep up the great work going forward! 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Mrs Ku wants to say a huge thank you to Mr Tomala and Mr Bateman in Geography, and Mr Kydd 
and Miss James in History for your collaboration and support. She is excited for your joint curriculum 
projects this year! 
 
Mr Hird would like to nominate Mr McArdle for all his support with helping Mr Hird settle into the 
school and department. Also for all his hard work over the summer. 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate Miss Cronin for saving the day and driving the minibus to 
Thursday's football fixture. 
 
Unfortuantely, Mrs Cousins thanks to staff was missed at the end of last term, so the following is a 
little late, sorry! There are so many people who supported her last year as a teacher and Head of 
Year that there is not enough space in this newsletter! However she would like to say thank you to 
my year 8 tutor team and other Heads of Year that do a fantastic job in supporting their tutees (and 
her!) alike. She would also like to thank the Ivory team, who do the most brilliant job in the trickiest 
of situations and support students when they need it the most. Special mention needs to go to Mr 
Eastland, who always seems to appear when he is most needed, to supply her with pumpkin bread 
and words of wisdom. Lastly, she wants to say how lovely it is being surrounded by the most 
supportive people here at Bulmershe. 
 
Mr Davis would like to take this opportunity to thank Chris, Zoe and Max for their hard work in 
resolving the pc issues ready for students to use this week. We really appreciate your time, effort, 
and patience. Thank you.  
 
Mrs Noye would like to nominate Miss Harris for the phenomenal amount of effort and detail that 
went into the Headteacher Awards event and for making it such a special occasion for the students. 
 
Parent Messages 
Last year The Bulmershe School did a lot of fundraising so that Jamie could have a competitive 
basketball wheelchair. Jamie’s dad wrote to let us know the chair has arrived and Jamie is very 
happy with it. “Thanks again for all your effors in fundraising and facilitating basketball at school for 
him”. As a school we are still raising funds to get a set of wheelchairs for the school. 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


