
 

 

15th July 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
‘I am not what happened to me, I am what I choose to become’ 
Carl Gustav Jung.  
 
Reflecting on the past three years the above quote from C.G. Jung is incredibly pertinent.  Yet again 
our core value of resilience has been relentlessly tested across our community with COVID, remote 
learning and the storm!  Despite these challenges there is so much to celebrate, I have been 
delighted and so very proud of our students and staff that deserve such great praise for their 
willingness and fortitude for keeping going, in what might be one of the most challenging of school 
years to date.  Post pandemic life has dealt families across our community with a range of issues but 
our attendance has remained above the national average and students have been aiming high with 
their academic assessments. All students should be proud of what they have achieved considering 
the disruption they have faced.  It has been fantastic to see sporting fixtures and other enrichment 
opportunities such as camp, the Bulmershe Singers and Ensemble, Duke of Edinburgh, theatre trips, 
mock interviews, work experience, the Big Sleep out, the Wheelchair Basketball event,  the Library 
Festival, World book Day and of course the fantastic production, Matilda, return to school life. 508 
students have attended an away sporting fixture for the school and nearly 100 trips have taken place 
– all of this happening whilst experiencing such a level of disruption. The camaraderie and 
excitement that enrichment brings, the memories that are created, it’s a pleasure to see students 
enjoying such an important cornerstone of school life.  
 
I could write pages of other events to celebrate such as, STEM teaching in school won two national 
awards this year. Well done to Mrs Grant and all the staff members involved.  165 students 
competed in the national Maths challenge organised by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust at 
the University of Leeds. The results have improved over the years and this year 88 students achieved 
a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate in the Intermediate Maths Challenge, compared to 55 students 
last year, with 26 students qualifying for the second round, compared to 9 last year. In the Junior 
Maths Challenge,  46 students were awarded certificates, compared to 35 last year and 5 students 
qualified for the second round, compared to one last year. We are particularly proud that three 
students in year 9 – Arthur, Louie and Maxou who were invited to take part in the Cayley Olympiad, 
a further challenge which is only open to the top 600 students in year 9 who enter the Intermediate 
Maths Challenge across the country. In September many of our students from across the school 
entered the Young Writers short story competition: Spine Chillers. They had to write a frightening 
tale in only 100 words. Over 100 of our students had their work accepted to be published in their 
collection. Fantastic!  
 



 

 

Despite adversity this year has been such a success on so many levels but all of this would not be 
possible without our dedicated and hardworking staff who have my utmost gratitude for all that 
they have done this year. THANK YOU.  
 
A few colleagues are departing this year, Ms Cope, Ms Hunter, Ms Habib, Mr Li, Mr Williams (our 
Exams Officer), Mr Smith, (LSA), Ms Jenkinson (LSA), Miss Hook (Behaviour Lead) and Mrs Williams, 
who has been at the school for 22 years is leaving to work much closer to home. All of these 
colleagues are either relocating, being promoted, training as teachers, going travelling or continuing 
their studies.  We wish all of these colleagues well and thank them for their commitment and hard 
work to the school.  
 
REMINDER: Red Weather Warning – Move to Remote Learning 
Mon 18th and Tues 19th July 
 
Now that the amber extreme heat warning has been increased to RED (Level 4), I have taken the 
decision to move to remote learning on Monday and Tuesday.  Students should log into Google 
Classroom at 8:45am to start the day, with lessons following their normal timings. 
On Wednesday 20th July, school will resume as normal and finish from 12.20pm as planned.  
Students can still wear PE kits if they wish on Wednesday. 
 
Summer Term Reports 
The latest Student Progress Reports are now available to view on SIMS. 
 
New Arrivals Event in Wokingham - Saturday 16th July 
Wokingham Borough Welcomes New Arrivals is an event run by the council alongside its voluntary 
and community sector partners. It’s the borough’s chance to welcome new residents, including more 
than 400 refugees from Ukraine, as well as families from Hong Kong, Afghanistan, Syria and other 
places who have moved to the area. 
 
There will be range of fun activities for children and families at this free event. Those who are 
attending will be able to get food from stalls on the day, or bring their own picnics with them to 
enjoy in Elms Field. Various departments of the council, charities and other partners will be running 
stalls, including some which provide direct support and services to new arrivals and families that are 
hosting refugees. 
 
If you would like to go along, the event will take place from 12-6pm, Saturday 16th July, Elms Field, 
Wokingham  
 
  



 

 

Year 11 Leavers hoodies 
Year 11 Leavers hoodies can be collected from main reception on Wednesday 20th July until 12 
noon. If you cannot make it then, please drop by on Thursday 25th August (GCSE results day). 
 
Water Safety this summer 
With the forecast of extreme warm weather, we wish to remind students of the dangers of 
swimming in rivers.  Rivers are very cold, potentially leaving swimmers with cold water shock. Rivers 
have hidden currents and dangerous debris underneath.   
 
For helpful advice and tips, please visit: 
Canal and Rivers Trust Stay Safe Near Water video – this is aimed at primary age children: Stay safe 
near water 
The Water Safety Code – one page leaflet with useful advice on what to do if someone gets into 
difficulty: RNSS Water Safety Code  
Frimley CCG Water & Window Safety video: Water Safety Video - Frimley CCG     
ROSPA general advice pages for a range of water safety guidance - ROSPA Water Safety Code 
 
 
This week’s Hot Chocolate nominations 
 
Below are our virtual Hot Chocolate awards for the week. If you want to nominate your child 
because they have impressed you, please using our nomination email address: 
HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
 
Mrs Ku would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who took part in and helped her run the 
Library’s Summer Festival this week.  Thanks to Sam, Yoyo, Joyce, Tyshaun, Cheilla, Ruby, Melissa, 
Ella and her entire student library assistant team for their enthusiastic support. You guys are 
legends and she couldn’t have done it without you. 
 
Mrs Wipple would like to nominate her yr 10 Addition Maths class. Their attendance for an extra 
Maths lesson at 8.00am every Monday morning throughout the year has been exceptional. Sahil A, 
Kunaal A, Isobel B, Marissia B, Willem B, Isobel D, Olivia D, Lacey E, Barnaby F, Kristiba F, Arthur I, 
Jemima L-R, Jihan M, Max M, James P, Pavan S, Tanmay M and Nigel V you all deserve to do well!  
 
Miss Roberts would like to nominate the yr 12 silver DofE students. Well done for completing your 
expedition despite the weather. You all did amazingly well. 
 
Mr Morden would like to nominate Megan S in 10x4 Biology for showing high levels of maturity this 
week. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5Yi69L-zxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5Yi69L-zxM
http://www.rnss.co.uk/pdf/The%20Water%20Safety%20Code.pdf
https://youtube.com/watch?v=WXgeWBjBt2E
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-water-safety/water/advice/water-safety-code
mailto:HeadsPA@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


 

 

Miss Childs would like to nominate James C for working so hard in Oasis and at Readipop, Kadey V 
and Rosie R for working with an anxious yr 6 and making him feel comfortable at his new school, and  
Jamie B and Xander W for their hard work all year. 
 
Miss Bishop would like to congratulate all the year 12 students that survived and passed their Silver 
DofE Expedition last weekend. They compared it to “crossing the desert”!  It was certainly a hot one 
and they followed the precautions to keep them safe in the heat. Well done to; Hermione T, Erin-
Kate S, Yousuf A, Marks B, Vasiliki B, Sam B, Joseph D, Yimin G, Lucy L, Emily M, Zahrah Q, Daniella 
S-B, Adil S, Razvan T, Melissa W and Ella W. 
 
Miss Cronin would like to nominate all of the sports leaders who have had an OUTSTANDING year 
since the start of the first term. They have all developed their leadership skills, grown in confidence 
and shown real maturity when delivering sessions not only to their peers but to the younger pupils 
across the wider community. They have helped run and deliver the Woodley schools sports week 
and have also helped run Sports days at Highwood and Redlands primary school. The comments she 
has received from parents, teachers and coaches from these events have been incredible, they 
should all be extremely proud of themselves. Thank you for being amazing Year 9 Sports leaders! 
 
Mrs Vinton would like to give a hot choc nomination to Richard B, Rehaan K, Bethany H and Laibah 
H for taking part in our student interview panel. They successfully and professionally assessed the 
applicants and she was really impressed how well they worked and represented our school. 
 
Mrs Cousins would like to offer her congratulations to her yr 10 Creative iMedia class. They have 
worked extremely hard this year, with special mention to Jamie and Isabelle. With her Head of Year 
hat on, Mrs Cousins would also like to say well done to all of her year 8’s – they have had a fantastic 
year. With special mention to Godfrey, who has made amazing academic progress, Richard for a big 
improvement and positive attitude this term, Kitty for her resilience and brilliant achievement 
points, Melody (she knows why!), Tire for tirelessly doing the right thing at all times and for being a 
lovely person and Bronwen who has to be one of the most pleasant girls she has ever had the 
pleasure of teaching. 
 
Miss Payne would like to commend the following Yr 9 pupils for their consistent effort and hard 
work in English this term: John-Ross, Sunny, Isaac-Anthony, Maxou, Harry, Millie, Makiya, Lucy, 
Hansa, Ella, Amelie, Diya, Joseph, Marley , Justina and Jake. Well done - an excellent start to your 
GCSE Shakespeare. And, for excellent contributions in class discussion in year 8: Hannah, Ruby, 
Casper, Jack, Dylan, Chloe, Charlie and Eesa 
 
Miss Bungay would like to nominate all of year 7 for behaving so responsibly at their sports 
morning. All students were a credit to their tutors and showed incredible support for their peers, 
contributing to the amazing atmosphere up on the track this morning! 



 

 

 
Mr Paudyal would like to nominate the following students for a hot chocolate: 
Year 10: Malakai, Louis, Carmel, Ashley, Sydney, Hayden P , Ramon, Josh, Irem, Sarah, Shanti and 
Vinethma  
Year 9: Josh, Shraeh, Cody, Toby, Leo, Tia, Charlie, Thomas, Ira and Sam. 
Year 8: Cheila, Amarachi and Henry 
Year 7: Joyce, Karina, Alonso, Annabella, Darcy, Violet, Hanna, Rajvir, Sam, Amna, Luke, Rabeea, 
Phoebe, Austin, Lucinda, Shalom, Alice, Jack, Arjan, Eleanor, Rahil, Shane, Daniel and Sam. 
 
 
Staff Nominations 
 
Miss Roberts would like to nominate and thank Miss Bishop, Mr Sharland, Miss Pooler, and Dr 
Harris for all their help with the silver DofE expedition. It was greatly appreciated, and the students 
were thankful for your support.  
 
Miss Bishop would like to offer a huge thank you to Miss Roberts, Dr Harris, Miss Pooler and Mr 
Sharland for volunteering to give up their weekend to support the Silver DofE expedition last 
weekend and then having to teach all week! Thank you also to Mrs Skelton for organising mini buses 
and booking camp sites. As she has said before, without staff willing to support the Award it 
wouldn’t be able to happen and students would miss out on this fantastic opportunity. 
 
Mr Davis would like to thank his Tech team for a fantastic year! Mrs Trenwith and the Tech team 
have worked so hard and every student has produced the best quality work he has seen since 
starting over a decade ago. He would like to take this opportunity to congratulate them on their 
success, commitment and passion this year. Also, a big thank you to all the non-specialists that were 
helping this year, you did such an amazing job. Thank you also to our marvellous technician, Holly! 
 
Mr Davis would also like to thank Miss Theme, who has been simply amazing this year, stepping up 
and supporting everyone without a blink of an eye! And lastly, Miss Webb, who has been brilliant in 
delivering quality KS3 art lessons this year, thank you. 
 
Miss Roberts would like to nominate Miss Mcanaulty and all the students that have been to No 
Labels this year. Without your help, support, and perseverance, we would not have achieved 
everything we have done this year. 
 
Mr Morden would like to nominate the science and computing departments for being so amazing 
this year - He couldn't ask for better departments. He would also like to nominate Mrs Nath and Mrs 
Zalaki for being amazing ECT mentors. 
 



 

 

Miss Childs would like to nominate all the LSAs for working so hard all year, and especially over 
mocks, and always being there for young people 
 
Miss Payne would like Mrs Ku to have a super-sized Hot Chocolate with extra sprinkles and a cherry 
on top for organising the wonderful Library Summer Festival. 
 
Miss Bungay would like to say thank you to all staff who supported with year 7 sports morning, be it 
cheering on students or helping to time races, your help was very appreciated! Special mention to 
Mr Lord who helped organise students and run the event, much appreciated! And Mr McArdle and 
Mrs Sharp for holding the fort in PE, we couldn't have run this morning without you! 
 
Mrs Ku would like to thank all staff who helped her run the Library Summer Festival with 
nominations for Mr Eastland, Mr Mooney and Miss Hurst for helping her to run the workshops. The 
students LOVED the events and she is so grateful for your time and efforts. There are too many 
people who have helped to mention but Miss James, Miss Webb, Miss Payne, Viorel, Miss Zalaki, 
Tamara, Mr Tomala, Mr Paudyal, Mr Coniam, Mr Bateman, Miss Whitmarsh, Mr Davies, the IT 
team, the Site team, the entire English team and the Finance team  have been incredibly 
supportive, as have the SLT for the entire week of events. 
 
Parent Nominations 
 
CA would like to nominater Mira for this week's hot chocolate nominations for her performance in 
the Maths Foundation Level Test last week, where she scored 42 (out of 50), and achieved 2nd 
highest in class and got Grade 5. Thanks to Mr. Hussain who has been very kind to provide prompt 
and detailed feedback on Mira's situation, which has been flattering to hear. 
 
CA would also like to nominate Mr. Chandler who has provided very detailed information on GCSE 
subjects, responded to our inquiries on the spot and advised us on what needs to be considered in 
making selections. That has been of great help. 
 
Take care and have a lovely weekend, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 


