
Musical Memory Lane! 

Sadly, due to COVID19, the school were unable to put on 

one of their infamous musical productions this December. 

Though this is incredibly sad, it provides the opportunity to 

really appreciate the brilliant productions that have been 

put on in the past and all the hard work put in each year by 

Bulmershe’s drama, music and tech departments.  

These talented students and teachers never fail to wow us 

with their creativity and dedication every single year! The 

school production has become the pride of The Bulmershe 

School, never ceasing to amaze its eager audiences of 

friends, family and peers. We look forward to next years 

performance, but in the mean time, here are our some of 

the best moments captured from the past performances of 

Sweeney Todd, Barnum and Les Misérables.  
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We wish you all a restful Christmas period when it arrives. Stay safe and 

we look forward to working together in 2021. 

 The Head of Year Team. 

Welcome to the Heads of Year 

Bull’s Eye edition 

It has been an interesting autumn term for all our students for many reasons 

as I am sure you can imagine.  

Year 7 have made a fantastic start and really settled in well to 

life at Bulmershe.  Many teachers have been impressed with 

their positive attitude to starting a new school in these difficult 

circumstances and their resilience is to be commended.  They 

have adapted to new systems and many are becoming        

proficient in online learning and using Google Classroom.  Why 

not ask them to show you what they have been doing. 

Year 8, 9 and 10 have all settled back into school life following their 

time away.  We have seen virtual parents evening, which while they 

were a bit of a learning curve for us all, were very successful!  There 

have been a range of online lessons with students or staff at home 

while others are in school and everyone has adjusted brilliantly!  It is 

wonderful to see how committed Year 9 have been to starting their 

GCSE courses.  Year 8 have risen to the challenges of this year while 

Year 10 are clearly happy to be back and learning in school. 

Year 11 have also come back with maturity and focus.  They have 

taken responsibility for their revision and their behaviour. Effort and 

attitude during the mocks has also been exemplary. Despite     

everything still being uncertain for next year, they are dedicated to 

doing their best in school and ensuring they are prepared to take 

their GCSEs, in whatever format, next year.  

All the Heads of Years are incredibly proud of the respect their year groups 

are displaying towards their teachers as they work hard to support all the 

students in their learning.  We would also like to say a thank you to the     

parents for their continued support and kind words and emails to keep us 

going!  It makes us all proud to be part of the Bulmershe Community. 



Merry Christmas and a Happy 2021! 

From the Bulmershe School’s Heads of Year Team! 



Mr Mungall’s Learning Songs! 

GCSE exams are perhaps more demanding now than ever. With 

teaching time now having to accommodate a number of advanced 

level skills, students are expected to memorise information in their 

own time. Of course, not everybody finds this easy and indeed there 

are so many more distractions in modern society for today’s         

students than ever before. However, in the (slightly edited) words of 

Albus Dumbledore, though, “help is always available at Bulmershe 

to those who deserve it…” 

There are a number of techniques that have been long established 

to help people memorise facts and figures. One such technique, of 

course, is rote learning – and the usefulness of music as an aid to this process is well            

evidenced. So … Mr Mungall set to composing and recording a set of class songs for that very 

purpose – with the help of his family. Some of you may have met Mr Mungall‘s son Tom 

through the help he provides in the production of our shows and concerts each year. Tom    

produced the album,  recruiting the vocal talents of previously unrecorded mum and sister in 

order to get the project completed during Autumn half term. The album of learning songs is 

available on Spotify, apple music and YouTube  so that students can access the songs freely. 

And Mr Mungall insists that whilst not every musician may consider themselves as singer all 

musicians who are able should sing regularly as doing so is the most effective way to get a 

strong sense for melody and harmony. So, if your child is taking GCSE music at the Bulmershe 

School, we hope that you will soon heard Mr Mungall’s learning songs blasting out of your 

child’s bedroom speakers if you haven’t already! 

Sporting Success! 

Year 8's Appointed to Sports 

Council 

Congratulations to year 8 students Skyla, Eve, 

Marco and Max who have been appointed onto this 

year's Sports Council.  They will join the existing   

students from last year to form the Sports Council for 

2020 - 2021. 

England Trials for Year 

10 Poppy 

Prior to the latest lockdown, year 10 

student Poppy was selected for the 

first stage of the England School Girl 

trials. Poppy currently plays for     

Berkshire and Oxford United and      

fingers crossed she will still get the   

opportunity to attend the trials in the 

new year. 

Why listen to endless Slade and Sir Cliff Richard when 

you could listen to Mr Mungall‘s learning songs on repeat 

instead? 



Year 7 Highlights! 

Our new Year 7s have settled in really well, involving themselves in life at The 

Bulmershe School. It is a great pleasure to see their smiling faces around the 

school. They all look magnificent in their new uniforms and it is clear they are rising 

to the new academic challenges with which they are being presented.  

We thought it would be a great time to check in with them to see how that have 

been settling in and what they have been enjoying.  

“The canteen food is absolutely  

delicious, and the teachers care 

just as much about our well-being 

as our academic success.” 

“History is my favourite 

lesson as I like learning 

about historical events.” 

“Everyone is really            

welcoming and friendly.     

Although, you think you will 

never find your way around 

school, after a few days, it felt 

like I had been there for a 

long time.” 

“When I first joined the school, I was 

worried about getting lost, however, I 

have overcome my fear by finding my 

way around the school and having 

supportive teachers to help me.”  

“Teachers are really supportive 

by talking to me and making 

me understand the questions.” 

“It has been fun making 

new friends.” 

Zoya says... 

James says... 

Rosie says... 

“My favourite lesson is 

Technology because it 

is a creative subject.” 



“Maths is my favourite 

lesson as I like that 

there is more than one 

method to work out 

the equation.” 

“Teachers give you positive 

advice on how to solve any 

problems you may have.” 

“The Bulmershe School has a well 

organised behaviour system” 

“I like how all students 

come together in classes 

to learn” 

“I was worried about staying 

on top of homework but I was 

able to keep on track of it with 

plenty of spare time, which 

makes me feel great when I 

know I’ve finished it all.” 

“All the teachers 

are really nice and 

understanding” 

“The teachers support us in class by     

giving examples of work and re-explaining 

our tasks, so we understand” 

“My favourite lesson is P.E. because I like being 

active and learning about new sports.” 

“If you ever feel troubled or 

worried about something in or 

out of school there is always 

someone you can talk to; 

head of year, pastoral lead, 

your tutor and any other 

friends or teachers.” 

Tire says... 

Peter says... 

Prince 

says... 

Mohammad 

says... 



Student Council Updates  

Students would like to be informed of room 

changes in advance.  

Students want no after school detention as 

some students need to catch a bus. 

Students should be allowed to keep coats on 

in class now that windows have to be kept 

open.  

Year 11’s would like additional Mental 

Health support. 

Group / class behaviour points are unfair.  

Students would like some further information 

about Duke of Edinburgh and work              

experience. 

Form Tutors will inform all students during 

tutor time of any room changes.  

We provide a minibus service to support  

students getting home.  

Students are now allowed to keep on their 

coats during lesson time.  

There is no more group / class behaviour 

points, these have been removed from the 

‘Behavioural School policy’.  

Duke of Edinburgh is still expected to go 

ahead as planned, awaiting updates from 

external companies. We are planning year 

10 work experience for the first week of 

March, further details are to follow.  

Mental Health support will be addressed during tutor 

time. If students have any further worries about their 

mental health, then they have been advised to inform 

their tutor / HOY or member of staff who will be able to 

guide them on how to get the best support. We offered 

exam stress support to those year 11 students who were 

worried. Assembly on “coping 5 ways” which is a mental 

health self-support programme. Ivory is open break and 

lunch for anyone who needs to drop in and chat.  

At The Bulmershe school we believe that the consideration of student voice is fundamentally 

important to the development of the school. Over the Autumn Term, the student leadership 

team have been meeting with school council across all year groups where they have    

demonstrated their unwavering enthusiasm and dedication to supporting and improving The 

Bulmershe School for everyone.  

Student Voices 

Raised... 

What We  

Did... 

Written by Head Girls, 

Head Boys and 6th Form 

Student Council 



Although no formal remembrance service was able to take 

place in Woodley this year, Bulmershe School made          

arrangements to lay a wreath of red poppies at the war      

memorial in Woodley Centre. This has been an important part 

of the school remembrance commemorations for a number of 

years and staff and students are pleased to be able to mark 

the event in such a way. Emily (pictured to the right) was    

selected from the A level History cohort to lay the wreath and 

although not the same as in previous years, the laying of the 

wreath was still a poignant and moving act of remembrance. 

In school staff and students joined together to complete two 

minutes of silence on Friday morning. Following on from tutor 

time learning linked to the burial of the Unknown Warrior, as 

2020 marks 100 years since the original funeral service was 

held in Westminster Abbey in 1920. 

Remembrance day 2020! 

European Day of Languages! 

The European Day of Languages, 

which was on Saturday 26th September 

this year, is a day celebrating languages 

across Europe.  

Here at The Bulmershe School,         

students in year 7 and 8 were          

challenged to work out the 24 official 

languages spoken in Europe and many 

took part in the 15 flag treasure hunt.  

The winning form and a couple of       

individual winners, were treated to 

French breakfast served to them in their 

form room - pain au chocolat and jus 

d’orange – Bon appétit!  



Led by the English department, pupils at The Bulmershe School 

participated in a range of activities throughout the week to          

celebrate National Poetry Day 2020. This year the aptly chosen 

theme during this global pandemic of ‘vision’ has inspired pupils to 

think about their own vision for the future and their hopes and 

dreams as true pioneers to impact world change. Students were 

given opportunities to reflect on these ideas and try to ‘see it like a 

poet’.  They were encouraged by their teachers to use poetry as a 

medium of expression in its purest form. 

This year’s National Poetry Day therefore allowed pupils to explore, 

indulge in and practise their creative skills learnt in English         

lessons. They fully embraced the chance to express their            

imaginative voices with confidence. Guided reading time was also 

spent celebrating and acknowledging ‘National Poetry Day’ as a 

whole school - pupils watched poets perform, read and write poetry 

in all their glory as our students, became exposed to and more 

adept with the intricacies of various poetic forms. 

Some of our super talented year 7’s chose to write about the effect 

that the current medical crises has had on the way we live.  This 

they felt provided them with a valuable tool to regain the power and 

control that Covid-19 has limited over the past months.  Likewise, 

teachers across the school celebrated this phenomenal event by 

sharing their favourite poems; discussing their favourite poets; and 

lifting their own inspirational voices through poetry. All in all, The 

Bulmershe School’s participation in National Poetry Day 2020 has 

impacted the learning culture across the site to inject a palpable 

positive atmosphere that will long continue as we endeavour to 

change young lives through lifelong learning. 

National Poetry Day 2020! 

‘One impulse from a vernal 

wood,  

May teach you more of man,  

Of moral evil and of good,  

Than all the sages can.’  

-   William Wordsworth.  



Young People’s Board for Change... 

...Are Here To Be Heard! 

Aged 13-16? 

Want to help other children and young       

people?  

Want to have your voice heard, meet new  

people and have fun? 

Be unstoppable—join the Young People’s 

Board for Change! 

 come to monthly sessions and workshops with the rest of the 

YPBC. 

 train and develop lots of important skills like campaigning, 

public speaking and more. 

 share your views and ideas with key decision makers at the 

NSPCC, like our trustees and other staff. 

 work with our national and regional campaigns teams to      

campaign for change. 

 work with the rest of the YPBC to champion young people's 

views throughout the NSPCC. 

 take action on topics that matter to you. This will involve    

meeting and working together in smaller groups, sometimes 

with other young people who are not on the board, so you can 

find out what their views are. 

 represent the YPBC at exciting events. 

What Exactly 

Am I Signing 

Up For? 

Visit the NSPCC website 

for more information 

nspcc.org.uk/

boardforchange 



Christmas Food Bank Appeal! 

Helping Local People In Need 
We just wanted to say a big ‘thank you’ to 

you all for your kind donations in           

supporting the local Wokingham Foodbank 

appeal supporting many local families, it is 

truly appreciated. 

This year the collection surpassed all     

expectations with more than 1,000 cans 

and other products which is amazing. 

“Thank you to all parents / carers, students 

and staff for your generous donations to 

support the local community” 

Key Dates for the Spring Term! 

Monday 4th January – Start of 

term Week B 

Monday 11th January to Friday 

15th January - Year 8 in-class 

exams 

Thursday 4th February – Parent 

Forum 



From the Chair of Governors! 

Welcome to all Parents/Carers and Friends, 

My name is Erif Newman and I am privileged to have been elected Chair of Governors. 

I have taken on this position following the departure of our previous Chair, Peter Miskell, who 

remains an active member of the governing body. I have been a Co-Opted Governor at the 

school since 2016 and am luckily to work alongside a strong and dedicate group of          

governors. All governors are volunteers and whose main role is to work with the school   

leaders to ensure that our children receive the best education in a supportive and safe      

setting. As a governing board our job is to make sure that everything our school does is 

aligned with our school’s vision, ethos and strategy. We hold the school leaders to account, 

and we play a key role in monitoring the school’s finances. 

The governors come from a range of backgrounds, mine being in NHS Management, and 

have different skills, but we could not do our job without the expertise of the Head Teacher, 

Leadership Team, Staff Governors and all the incredible staff, who this year more than any 

have worked tirelessly to ensure as minimal disruption as possible to your children’s          

education and school life. 

I look forward a time when as governors we can be back in school alongside staff and pupils. 

As such, at future school events please come and say hello but if you would like to contact 

me before then, or any of my fellow governors – please do so by contacting me through the 

Head Teacher or the school office. 

Wishing you all a happy and safe Christmas period, 

Erif Newman 

Chair of Governors 

I am sure you will join us in offering a warm welcome to our latest Parent 

Governor. Rick Lay has joined the Governing Body this term following his 

successful appointment in the recent election.  

Introducing the New Governor! 

Rick was born and educated in Reading. He lives in Earley 

and has a daughter that has just started in Year 7. Rick is a 

Director of Fundraising and Marketing for a charity and has 

worked in the charity sector for 12 years. Prior to that Rick 

was a marketing professional, working mainly within the     

Financial Services sector. 



From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Well, what a term……In ordinary times, there is normally so much to write about in the final 

newsletter of the year, a fabulous school production, Christmas dinner, staff and student 

carols around the Christmas tree to name but a few.  These are, quite obviously, not normal 

times and I find myself trying to think of aspects of school that have not been impacted by 

COVID. All I can really say is that this has been quite an astonishing term, certainly the 

most challenging of my career in education. Our annus horribilis if ever there was one!  

Though reflecting on the year I am immensely proud…..Students, colleagues and parents 

have pulled together in a remarkable way that has been both humbling and energising and it 

is with a sense of deep satisfaction that we have reached these last few days of term.  

Organisations across the world have adapted in unprecedented ways and we have been no 

different.  Even the yearly publication of the “Word of the Year” by Oxford Languages has 

undergone a radical transformation. Unable to choose just one word that encapsulates a 

year of firsts, they have instead produced a whole report that tries to reflect all of the       

language we have used during this turbulent year. I encourage you to read it here as it     

offers the chance to reflect on the past twelve months and even remember the time before 

COVID and some of the other momentous events that have occurred in 2020. Were I to 

compile a Bulmershe School list of words for 2020, they would likely include: face mask, 

bubble, one-way, sanitise, remote, test, self-isolate, COVID, contact, track and trace 

amongst others. And yet if I think about us as a school community I would also choose care, 

progress, hope, optimism, resilience, determination, humour, community and cooperation. 

Now with the vaccination process in place, encouragingly, the horizon looks brighter than it 

has for some time. I am expecting the spring term to be just as bumpy (to use a Boris term!) 

as the autumn. Whatever January brings, I can confidently say we will be ready for any 

challenge, sure in the knowledge that 2020 has compelled us to increase our capacity, 

adapt to changing circumstances and react quickly when the need arises. I suspect this will 

be the long-standing effect of the pandemic. People have changed and adapted more than 

they ever felt was perhaps possible and whilst I am eager to return to “normal”, the qualities 

of flexibility and adaptability are ones we should be proud as a Bulmershe community to 

continue.  

Finally, I would like to personally say a HUGE THANK YOU to all parents, students and staff 

for their outstanding support, you truly have been remarkable.   

I wish you all a very well deserved and restful holiday.  

Stay safe  

Mrs Amanda Woodfin 

Headteacher 


