
 

 

Monday 7th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

School update regarding the local community testing for the COVID-19 variant.  

The Local Authority and Public Health England confirmed today that the current increase in 
numbers of the Delta variant in Wokingham and Reading is above the national rate. Due to 
this situation the Local Authority has taken the decision to surge test the key wards where 
the numbers seem to be higher. These wards are:  

 Bulmershe and Whitegates 

 Evendons 

 Norreys 

 Wescott  

As our school obviously falls into one of these wards we are being asked to participate in the 

surge testing too.  

The purpose of the testing is for the Local Authority and Public Health England to gain a 

better understanding of the variant, its transmission as well as its containment.  The more 

cases of the variant that are found, there is a better chance of stopping the variant 

spreading further.  

Who should get tested? If you're over 12 years old, have no Covid-19 symptoms and live in 

one of the above wards, you should get tested. Even if you've been vaccinated, you should 

still get tested.  

Do we still need to get tested if we are using Lateral Flow tests twice a week?  Yes. If you 

do not have symptoms and live, work or study in one of the eligible areas, you are strongly 

advised to get a test as part of this community surge testing offer. The test used is a PCR 

test and these allow public health agencies to carry out an important process called 



 

 

genomic sequencing. This helps public health agencies to monitor and understand the 

evolution of new Covid-19 variants and respond accordingly. 

What will happen in school? All consenting students and staff in school will be offered a 

PCR test during the school day, on school site.  All other members of our community should 

attend one of the testing sites listed below:  

 Shute End Eastern Car Park Test Centre (RG40 1BN) – Open 12pm to 6pm, Monday 

to Sunday 

 Cantley Park Event Field Mobile Test Centre (RG40 5TU) – Open 12pm to 6pm, 

Monday tov Sunday 

 Headley Road Car Park Mobile Test Centre (RG5 4JA) – Open 12pm to 6pm, Monday 

to Sunday 

 Sindlesham Court Test Centre (RG41 5EA) – Open 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday 

 Microsoft Campus Test Centre (RG6 1WG) – Open 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday 

 Shute End Test Centre (RG40 1BN) – Open 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday  

The Local Authority have had a very positive response from the local communities already 

today and many have been visiting the testing centres this morning.  Thank you if you have 

already managed to do that.  These centres will be open for two weeks only.  

Does the school need parental consent again to complete the PCR test? Yes, if you give 

consent for the PCR test to be completed in school please click on the link here. We will not 

ask your child to have a test unless we have your consent.  

When will the testing happen in school? We will complete the test on all consenting 

students and staff over three days, Friday 11th June, Monday 14th June and Tuesday 15th 

June.  Students will attend in class bubbles.  

Where will the testing happen? At our testing centre in our Auditorium, exactly the same 

process as when we completed mass Lateral Flow testing earlier in the year.  

https://forms.gle/uoLLVWB7p8a7vhoz6


 

 

Which staff will be in the testing centre? School staff will be used to support the students, 

exactly as we did for the Lateral Flow testing.  

What does the test involve? It is a PCR test, which involves a swab of the nose and throat, 

and has to be sent away to a laboratory to be analysed.  

Will my child be supported to complete the test if they feel they need any help? Yes, we 

will have school staff available to help.  

Is the test analysed on site? No, the school has to seal the sample (following specific 

guidance) and the sample is collected at the end of the day and sent away for analysis.  

When and how will we find out the result?  You will be informed whether you have a 

positive test result by text or email via NHS Test and Trace. Most people get their result the 

next day, but it may take up to three days. 

Can my child attend school whilst waiting for the result? Yes, but if they develop symptoms 

during that time they would need to self-isolate as normal.  

Should my child wear a face covering in lessons and corridors? Following the meeting 

today, I have decided to reinstate the wearing of face masks in lessons and corridors for all 

students (unless exempt) for the next three weeks. I will review this on Thursday 24th June 

as by this time we should know an outcome from the surge testing programme and 

therefore be in a position to make an informed decision about whether face coverings are 

needed in lessons and corridors.  Thank you for your support with this matter.  

You can also read the full Covid-19 surge testing Frequently Asked Questions (PDF 

document), please click here. 

There is no suggestion that the variant is any more harmful that other Covid-19 variants 

however I would urge that we all take part in this screening process in order to protect our 

community and keep us all as safe as possible. As a community we have all worked very 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=587203


 

 

hard and really pulled together to ensure that the risks are kept to a minimum. Please can 

we pull together again, take part and keep everyone safe.  

Kind regards, 

Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher  
 
 


