
 

 

29th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

New measures in response to the identification of the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19 in the UK 

 
On Saturday 27 November, the Prime Minister announced new temporary measures 
following the emergence of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK. The new measures 
will be introduced as a precaution to slow down the spread of the variant while more 
information is gathered. This will continue to be kept under review as the situation 
develops. 
 
Face coverings 
Face coverings will continue to be worn in all communal areas (in classrooms, corridors and 
the canteen) by staff, visitors and students, unless they are exempt.  
Students should continue to wear face coverings on public and dedicated school transport, 
unless they are exempt.  
 
Testing 
All staff and students are still strongly encouraged to complete twice weekly lateral flow 
tests at home. We will be sending home further kits but if you require some immediately 
your child can collect them from the school shop. (They are obviously free of charge, they 
are only stored in the school shop).  
 
Contact tracing and isolation 
The current guidance on contact tracing and isolation remains in place. In addition to these, 
any suspected or confirmed close contacts of the Omicron variant will be asked to isolate for 
10 days regardless of vaccination status or age. You will be contacted directly by the NHS 
and told to isolate. 
 
The current guidance is: 
In secondary schools, any child or member of staff, who has a household member test 
positive or has been identified as a close contact of a positive case via NHS Test and Trace or 
via other means should be advised as follows:  



 

 

 If they begin to show symptoms, they must not come into school but take a PCR test. 
They need to remain off school until they have received their result. They also need 
to access their school work via google classrooms if they are well enough to do so.  
 

If they are not experiencing symptoms they need: 
 To take a daily lateral flow test for 7 days, in addition to taking a one-off PCR 

test on day 3.  
 Whilst engaging in daily LFD testing, anyone who tests negative can continue 

to attend school.  
 

Anyone who has tested positive via PCR in the last 90 days should not carry out either LFD or 
PCR testing. 

 
Travelling abroad during the holidays 
All families travelling to England must adhere to travel legislation, details of which are set out in 
government travel advice. All travellers arriving into the UK will need to isolate and get a PCR test by 
‘day two’ after arrival. They may end their isolation once they receive a negative result. If the result 
is positive, they should continue to isolate and follow rules on isolation following a positive test. 
Unvaccinated arrivals aged over 18 will follow the existing, more onerous, testing and isolation 
regime. All Red list arrivals will enter quarantine. 
 

Vaccination 
All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer of the 
vaccine, including boosters. 
Vaccines are considered to be our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young 
people and adults, and benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to 
catch the virus and less likely to pass it on. 
To book a vaccination, please visit: Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination – 
NHS (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-
coronavirus-vaccination/). 
Young people can access vaccinations by booked appointments or walk-in appointments 
from the mass vaccination site in Broad Street Mall, Reading, if they were unable to attend 
or if parents would like to accompany them. 
 
January testing 
In January, all consenting students will be tested on site once before they return to lessons. 
I will release a full plan (before the end of term) as further government guidance is revealed.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


 

 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher  
 


