
 

 

23rd November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
School continues to run very smoothly and attendance last week was at 93.7% (the national 
average for secondary schools is 83%).   
 
I requested a phone call again from Public Health England to discuss our spike in cases. 
Again, they were very complimentary about the school and the processes that we are 
following. Dr Carter, a Senior Health Protection Practitioner from the COVID Response Team 
Public Health England South East, stated that our cases were not significant and that they 
were within the expected range for a large school.  
Interestingly she did also say, ‘the virus is highly infectious and, although one or more of the 
three main symptoms of COVID are seen in 85% of cases, children should be kept off school 
if they are unwell even with other symptoms especially a temperature or diarrhea’. 
 
Going forward, it is really important that we are all following the rules, please do not send 
your child into school if they are displaying any of the COVID symptoms. 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 
 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do 

not need to measure your temperature) 
 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse 
than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 
Also, please do not send your child into school if they are feeling unwell with other 
symptoms such as diarrhea.  
 
Remember, if in doubt please keep them home and contact NHS 111.  
 
We are currently putting a timetable of exams together for those year 11 that were self-
isolating last week, and missed their mocks. If this pertains to your child we will contact you 
directly.  



 

 

 
Thank you again for all your messages of support, we really do appreciate them.  
 
Stay safe and I will be in contact tomorrow with another update.  
 
Regards  
 
 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
The Bulmershe School 
Woodlands Avenue 
Woodley 
Berks 
RG5 3EU 
0118 9353353 
 


