
 

 

1st March 2021 
 
Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
I hope you had a good weekend and got to enjoy some sunshine.  
 
Testing started in earnest today, 270 completed and the students were impeccable.  I was 
so proud, they were all wearing their face coverings (unless exempt), they were socially 
distancing, waiting patiently for their turn and listening to instructions. Brilliant! Well done 
year 11 and the Sixth Form, you have certainly set the standard for the other year 
groups!  98% of the school have now given consent to be tested, this is excellent, thank you.  
 
COVID Risk assessment: our risk assessment has been updated. Please click here to view.  
 
Some reminders: 
Non-screen activities are Tuesday 2nd March periods 4 and 5. Students to complete tasks 
set by the Heads of Year/Tutor. 
Thursday 4th March is an INSET day (moved from 8th March in order for teachers to 
complete catch up and consolidation planning). Students should be ensuring all of their 
Google Classroom work is submitted.  
 
Wider opening of school: I will send to you on Thursday the programme of what your child’s 
first day back will look like. 
Monday 8th March: our remote learning continues.  
Tuesday 9th March: our phased return begins with year 11 and Sixth Form.  
Wednesday 10th March:  year 7 and year 10 return.  
Thursday 11th March: year 8 and 9 return.  
 
Free School Meal vouchers – this is the last week of the current government voucher 
scheme.  
 
Message to year 11, year 13 and those year 12’s on one year courses.  Since the 
government announcement regarding the cancellation of public exams there has been a lot 
of press coverage which has been implying that there will be grade inflation and that maybe 
the grades will not be worth the same as a ‘normal’ year. I wanted to reassure you that this 
isn’t the case and it is just the media.  Your grades will be judged using a variety of evidence 
(you will be told what that evidence is). As schools are allowed to use a range of evidence 
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you will therefore be judged on a range of skills and knowledge over time. This will give you 
more opportunity to access higher levels, so grades may increase across the country as your 
grade is not purely being based on your performance in an exam, which always involves an 
element of chance.  This more holistic approach to assessment is just a different way of 
being assessed (some argue that it is a better!), it is not worth less. You are still completing 
all the work to the same national standard, you are just being assessed differently. It is 
important that you understand that. As we receive more guidance regarding the grading 
process we will share it with you.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
 
 


