
 

 

16th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Below is the piece I have written for the latest addition of Bullseye. I feel it sums up my 
reflection on the last term….. 
 
Well, what a term……In ordinary times, there is normally so much to write about in the final 
newsletter of the year, a fabulous school production, Christmas dinner, staff and student 
carols around the Christmas tree to name but a few.  These are, quite obviously, not normal 
times and I find myself trying to think of aspects of school that have not been impacted by 
COVID. All I can really say is that this has been quite an astonishing term, certainly the most 
challenging of my career in education. Our annus horribilis if ever there was one!  
 
Though reflecting on the year I am immensely proud…..Students, colleagues and parents 
have pulled together in a remarkable way that has been both humbling and energising and 
it is with a sense of deep satisfaction that we have reached these last few days of term.  
Organisations across the world have adapted in unprecedented ways and we have been no 
different.  Even the yearly publication of the “Word of the Year” by Oxford Languages has 
undergone a radical transformation. Unable to choose just one word that encapsulates a 
year of firsts, they have instead produced a whole report that tries to reflect all of the 
language we have used during this turbulent year. I encourage you to read it here as it 
offers the chance to reflect on the past twelve months and even remember the time before 
COVID and some of the other momentous events that have occurred in 2020. Were I to 
compile a Bulmershe School list of words for 2020, they would likely include: face mask, 
bubble, one-way, sanitise, remote, test, self-isolate, COVID, contact, track and trace 
amongst others. And yet if I think about us as a school community I would also choose care, 
progress, hope, optimism, resilience, determination, humour, community and cooperation. 
 
Now with the vaccination process in place, encouragingly, the horizon looks brighter than it 
has for some time. I am expecting the spring term to be just a bumpy (to use a Boris term!) 
as the autumn. Whatever January brings, I can confidently say we will be ready for any 
challenge, sure in the knowledge that 2020 has compelled us to increase our capacity, adapt 
to changing circumstances and react quickly when the need arises. I suspect this will be the 
long-standing effect of the pandemic. People have changed and adapted more than they 
ever felt was perhaps possible and whilst I am eager to return to “normal”, the qualities of 
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flexibility and adaptability are ones we should be proud as a Bulmershe community to 
continue.  
 
Finally, I would like to personally say a HUGE THANK YOU to all parents, students and staff 
for their outstanding support, you truly have been remarkable.   
 
I wish you all a very well deserved and restful holiday.  
 
Stay safe and I will be in communication with you on 2nd January.  
 
 

 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
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