
 

 

15th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
School continues to run smoothly.  
 
The DfE have announced today that from January, and starting with secondary schools, the 
education workforce will be eligible for weekly on the spot tests. This will help identify 
asymptomatic cases – which make up a third of all cases – limiting the spread of the virus. 
This will then be backed up by daily testing for staff who have been in close contact with a 
positive case therefore eliminating the need for self-isolation; allowing them to continue to 
come into school.  Students will also be eligible for daily testing if they have been in close 
contact with a positive case.  
 
You can read the press notice and a detailed Q&A for parents, but in essence:  

 Teachers and pupils will have access to rapid testing from January. 

 Staff who are in close contact with cases will be eligible for daily testing, eliminating the 

need for immediate self-isolation. Only if a daily test returns a positive result will the 

staff member need to isolate. 

 Testing will roll out as rapidly as possible from January, starting with staff and moving 

quickly on to serial testing of students. 

 It is the decision of the individual school when they would like to begin accessing this 

new dedicated testing capacity. 

As a Local Authority school I will need to consult with them regarding this new guidance. 
This is the only information that we have at the moment, as soon as the Government 
release more guidance I will update you.  My current feeling, based on the information 
released today is that I would be very keen for us as a school to access this new testing 
capacity. As always, when I know more I will communicate that with you so you are all kept 
updated.  
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secondary-schools-and-colleges-to-get-weekly-coronavirus-testing
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/


 

 

A reminder that it is Non-School Uniform Christmas Jumper Day –  
Thursday 17th December 

 
We are hosting a ‘non-school uniform Christmas jumper’ day on Thursday 17th December 
hosted by the student council. The cost of the ‘non-school uniform Christmas Jumper’ 
day will be a minimum contribution of £1. Half will go towards student council and the 
other half to ‘First Days Children’s charity, https://www.firstdays.net/christmasgiving a 
charity supporting struggling families locally.  

 
The method of payment for ‘non-school uniform Christmas jumper day’ can be made 
via your sQuid account which is open now if you would like to pay in advance. 
To make a donation, please visit the sQuid app and click on the dedicated tab for the 
‘non-school uniform Christmas jumper day’. Alternatively, your child can bring a £1 in 
with them and place it in the bucket on arrival to school. 

 
Non-school uniform should still be suitable clothing for school meaning (for health and 
safety reasons) no facial jewellery, no inappropriate short skirts or revealing clothing will 
be permitted. And of course, students must still wear masks around the school as normal 
during the day.  
 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support.  
 

 
Mrs Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
The Bulmershe School 
Woodlands Avenue 
Woodley 
Berks 
RG5 3EU 
0118 9353353 
 

https://www.firstdays.net/christmasgiving

