
 

 

11th November 2020 
 
Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
Firstly, thank you for all your kind messages of support for the school, they really have made 
a difference in these trying times and I have passed each one onto staff, thank you!  
 
The school is running very smoothly and everyone is just ‘getting on with it’. The plan for the 
rest of this week remains the same as per my communication yesterday.  
 
Year 10: to work at home Thursday 12th November.  
Year 8: to work at home Friday 13th November.  
 
Today we have had a further three cases of C-19 in our year 9 student community (you will 
receive a letter later).  As with all reported cases, the school relies on advice from Public 
Health England and its local office in the Thames Valley. I had a long conversation with 
them, as I wanted to gain some reassurance regarding our rising cases. Public Health 
England confirmed that our case rate is not considered significant; it is to be expected due 
to the rising transmission rates in the borough.  They feel the school is following all the 
guidelines and procedures appropriately and are happy with all actions we have taken. I 
wanted to share that with you.  
 

Yesterday afternoon I was taking a cover lesson, across the corridor a teacher, who is 
currently self-isolating was teaching her lesson live from home. The students were 
interacting, answering questions, completing activities and the colleague in the room was 
supporting the students and facilitating the IT. At the end of the lesson the class burst into a 
round of applause for their teacher, shouting out ‘thanks Miss!, take care Miss!, see you 
soon Miss! Listening to them just made me feel really proud, that type of response would 
not happen in all schools. The students really care and are appreciative of the extraordinary 
efforts staff are making currently. Listening to that lesson also made me reflect on how far 
we have all come. If you had asked me in January if we would be teaching from home, 
having virtual parents evenings, open mornings, blended learning with some students 
working from home and others in school etc...I never would have said yes....but look where 
we all are. As uncertain as this whole experience has been and continues to be we have 
adapted and changed. We have managed to get through it and as a community I have every 
confidence we will continue to do so. The time between now and Easter will to be a 
challenge. I imagine that unless government instructions change we will just alternate 



 

 

between the whole school being in, and if staffing absence becomes too high we will then 
have to switch to a year group rota for that period of time, just as we are this week. With 
everything that the community has been through I don’t feel there is anything in front of us 
that we can’t deal with....together.  

I will contact you again at 2.30pm tomorrow.  

Take care and stay safe 

Kind regards, 

Amanda Woodfin  

Headteacher.  

 


