
 

 

Dear Parent or carer,       1st November 2020 

BALLOT FOR THE ELECTION OF A PARENT GOVERNOR  

Here is your ballot paper for the election to fill a vacancy on The Bulmershe School 
governing body for a parent governor.  

Each parent (or carer) has one vote only, regardless of how many children they have 
attending the school. Proxy voting is not allowed. To help your voting choice, the candidates 
have provided election statements, which are printed on the reverse of this sheet 

Ballot papers either: 

• via students (who should place them in the sealed box in student reception); 

• by personal delivery to the school reception desk or; 

• by post (addressed to The Returning Officer, The Bulmershe School, Woodlands Avenue, 
Woodley, Reading RG5 3EU)  

• By email to clerktogovernors@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Your vote must reach me by no later than 3.15 pm on Thursday 19 November 2020. 

The rules of this election are published on the school website. A hard copy can be supplied 
on request to the Returning Officer. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Lucy Stout 
Clerk to the Governors and Returning Officer for this election 

You may vote for one candidate only. Vote by marking an X against the name of the 
candidate of your choice. If you use any other mark, your ballot paper may be invalid. 

 

Mr Richard Dalby  

Mr Rick Lay  

 
Voting closes at 3.15 pm on Thursday 19th November 2020 



 

 

 

Mr Richard Dalby 
 
My name is Richard Dalby and I am applying for the role of Parent Governor. 

I currently have a Year 8 child at Bulmershe and a Year 6 at a local school in Woodley who 
will hopefully make the transition in September 2021. 

Our reasons for choosing Bulmershe two years ago was the ethos and the values it upholds.  
I feel the time is right to help the school, the community and the children to make the most of their 
talents and achieve their ambitions. 

I’ve worked in the technology industry for over 30 years, currently running a pan-European 
team of engineers for a global Japanese electronics company. Over the last fifteen years I’ve 
mentored many under-graduates through their university industrial placement year, helping them 
make the transition from education to industry. As such I’ve witnessed the importance that a fully 
rounded education has, starting in secondary education where their interest for their future career 
is sparked by skilled, enthusiastic and dedicated teaching. 

My contribution to the school as a parent governor would bring my experience from my 
professional career and the leadership roles which I’ve held. This brings many years of technical 
oversight, personal interaction, creativity and strategic decision making skills from a fast changing 
industry to the governor role. 

 

Mr Rick Lay 

I left school at 17 with one CSE, English, grade C. 
Happily, I was able to improve on this over the following years through further education 

before I went to university as a mature student. I have no doubt the life I have now is due to the 
many teachers that have helped me realise my potential. These early experiences have given me a 
life-long interest in education. 

I now work as a fundraising and marketing director for a charity. I am responsible for a multi-
million-pound budget and manage a large and very busy team. I have worked for national charities 
for over 10 years and this has given me the skills and experience to think strategically and to be a 
successful governor. I will also bring many years of experience of working as a volunteer youth 
worker. 

My daughter has just started at Bulmershe and she couldn’t be happier. If elected, it will be 
my aim to try and ensure every child feels the same way. If elected I am committed to playing an 
active role throughout my term as a Governor. I am very keen to ensure that The Bulmershe School 
continues to focus on all children, not just the academically gifted. 

The Bulmershe School’s vision is to deliver “a vibrant, diverse and inclusive community where 
we want students to be happy, self-confident and ambitious thinkers”. I would be incredibly proud to 
help to make this happen. 


