
 

 

7th September 2021 
 
Dear Parents Carers, 
 
Regarding Attendance and COVID expectations 
 
I just wanted to clearly state the current guidance regarding attendance to school and what 
to do in any situation relating to COVID.  
 
As you will know attendance is now mandatory. The usual rules on attendance continue to 
apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to ensure that their child of compulsory school age attends regularly at 
the school where the child is a registered student 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 
 the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, in line with local 

authorities’ codes of conduct 
 
Examples in which ‘not attending in circumstances relating to COVID-19’ could apply 
in line with current legislation, and guidance from Public Health England, examples are as 
follows: 
 
Students who are required to self-isolate as they have symptoms or confirmed COVID-19 

 Students who have symptoms of COVID-19, even if mild or have had a positive 
lateral flow device (LFD) test, should self-isolate and get a confirmatory polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) test 
 

 The main symptoms continue to be:  
 a high temperature 
 a new, continuous cough 
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 

 
If your child has symptoms, they need to stay at home until they receive their test result – 
they should only leave home to have a test.   
 

 Book a PCR test using this link 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

 If a student tests negative and if they feel well, they can stop self-isolating and 
return to school. If a student tests positive, they should continue to self-isolate in 
line with public health guidance  
 

Students who are a close contact of someone who has symptoms or confirmed COVID-19 
 Students who are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 

do not need to self-isolate. They should instead get a PCR test, and should only self-
isolate if they test positive  
 

Students who are required by legislation to self-isolate as part of a period of quarantine 
 As usual, parents should plan their holidays within school breaks and avoid seeking 

permission to take their children out of school during term time. Families should also 
consider that their child may need to self-isolate following trips overseas that 
require a period of quarantine  
 

Students who are clinically extremely vulnerable when shielding is advised 
 Clinically extremely vulnerable people are no longer advised to shield. All clinically 

extremely vulnerable students should attend school unless they are one of the very 
small number of children and young people under paediatric or other specialist care 
who have been advised by their clinician or other specialist not to attend 

 Any parent that has concerns regarding their child because they were previously 
shielding should contact the Attendance team. The team will work with you to 
devise a plan of support.   Please contact attendance@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
or call and ask for Mrs Goddard or Mrs Long  
 

Twice weekly Lateral Flow testing: 
Where possible, consenting students should continue to test twice weekly until the end of 
September, when this will be reviewed by the government.  The school will be sending out 
further testing kits this week.  
  
If you need to report your child’s absence from school, please continue to call the main 
school number 0118 935 8307 and select the option for attendance. Or email the 
attendance team directly on attendance@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Amanda Woodfin  
Headteacher  


