
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,       13th August 2020 

I hope this update finds you and your family well and that you are getting you enjoy a well-earned rest.  

Today was brilliant!  We welcomed our year 13 back to collect their exam results. The students have done so 
well, in a year of extreme challenge for all I am so proud of them. We had lots of smiley faces and excited 
anticipation for their next steps. Their destinations are so wide ranging, we have many students gaining places 
at Russell Group Universities, we have students studying Law, Maths, English Literature, Criminology, 
Medicine, Physics, Languages and Cultural Studies, Musical Theatre, Animation, Computer Science, 
Engineering to name but a few. We have students that are starting apprenticeships with very well-known firms 
as well as students that are going to study in France and Australia. Whatever their next steps, we wish them all 
well.  

 As promised this is the first of my August updates regarding the reopening of the school in September. 
Regarding COVID planning there are no real changes in the Government guidance at this stage so our planning 
remains the same (I have copied the planning to you below).  Just a few points to note: 

 Face masks: just to reiterate, if students want to wear an appropriate face covering because it makes 

them feel more confident with coming to school and being in school, then I am happy for them to do 

so.  However, the face coverings should only cover the mouth and nose, should be plain in colour with 

no motifs or logos. If students are using them inappropriately they will be asked to remove them 

following the government guidelines for removal. 

 PE Uniform and changing for PE lessons: I am still in the process of looking at the PE timetable in 
order to make a decision about the safety of students changing for PE lessons.  I will inform you in my 
next Thursday briefing.  

 An update on Cucina menus will be given next week.  
 A reminder about students needing to bring in a named water bottle for use during the day as well as 

a black and green pen, ruler, pencil, rubber, and ideally a calculator.  
 I would encourage students to bring in their own antibacterial gel.  
 Students are expected to be in full school uniform. Click here to visit our uniform supplier, 

Stevensons.  

 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  Have a good week and I will contact you next Thursday with another 
update.  
Kind regards, 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher.  

 

 

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/school-finder/bulmershe-school


 

 

Our September Planning as per our July notice:   

As with everything at the moment, arrangements and risk assessments are subject to change as we respond to 
daily shifts in the management of the COVID situation.  

Our guiding principles whilst devising our reopening plan have been:  
a) to provide a broad and balanced curriculum whilst minimising the risk of transmission as much as possible 
through following essential control measures.  
b) to use existing resources to make arrangements to welcome all children and staff back.  
c) to minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible.   

Below are key points that are relevant to all year groups:  

1. Attendance from September will be mandatory. This means that we are looking forward to seeing 
year 7 and 12 back in school on Thursday 3rd September. All other students will return on Friday 4th 
September.  

2. There is an expectation that the whole community complies with Public Health England advice and 
engages with NHS Track and Trace. I will publish further details of this in the risk assessment.  

3. Our bubbles will be in year groups in order to facilitate the timetable running as normally as possible.  
4. The guidance is very clear that schools are not being expected to maintain 2 metre gaps between 

pupils. The guidance states that students should be supported to maintain distance and not touch 
staff or their peers where possible. Therefore, in class students will be sitting next to each other. They 
will all be facing towards the front and sitting in rows wherever possible but due to the nature of 
some classrooms this might not be possible in all cases. There will be social distancing in place 
between pupils and staff and between staff themselves. All teachers will teach from the front, if social 
distancing measures cannot be maintained teachers have the option to wear a visor.  

5. Routines around hygiene, including use of antibacterial gel, hand washing, cleaning and toilet hygiene 
will be strictly adhered to.  

6. All students will be expected to wear full school uniform. PE kit will also need to be worn by students 
for their timetabled PE lessons. However, some students may need to wear their PE kit all day for a 
specific practical lesson. If this affects your child, you will be contacted directly.  

7. Breaks and lunches will be staggered. Each year group will have an allocated zone and canteen area 
to go to.  Cucina will be open but all food will be ‘grab and go’. The menu will be limited for the first 
month initially.  

8. After school, all students will be expected to go home and not to congregate in large groups in the 
community.  

9. Our focus for the first few weeks will be supporting everyone’s safety and well-being, embedding new 
routines and expectations, assessing where children are with their learning and consolidating the 
main concepts that would have been covered during the lockdown.  

10. A risk assessment to accompany this overview document will be available before the end of the 
summer term. Parents should please remember that this too is subject to change and will be 
reviewed regularly to take into consideration any local changes in transmission rates and following 
the guidance of the local health team for Public Health England.  



 

 

Overview   

This document takes you through some of the decisions which have been made regarding day-to-day 
operations to date.  
‘Bubbles’ and social distancing:  
We hope to be able to strike a careful balance between safety and normal operation. There are over 1300 
students in the school from September. In order to offer our full curriculum, we will be operating in year group 
bubbles.  Year groups will be segregated from each other to reduce social interaction during breaks and 
lunches.  However, during lesson change overs the students will be moving through the corridors together. 
The guidance does states that movement in corridors, as the movement is brief (our changeovers take 5 
minutes) are a low risk.  In order to mitigate the risk further, we are going to remove the school bell (apart 
from fire and lockdown purposes). This means that teachers will dismiss their classes at a slightly staggered 
time to allow for a more free flowing changeover of lessons.  
 School timings and zones: Please check carefully.  

Staggered breaks and lunches:  

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Sixth Form 

Arrival time 
slot and gate 

8:15-8.25am 
Main gate 

8:15-8:25am 
Leisure Centre 
gate 

8:15-8:25am 
Chequers Way 
gate 

8:30am-8:40am 
Main gate 

8:30am-8:40am 
Leisure Centre 
gate 

8:30am-8:40am 
Chequers Way 
gate. 

Break and 
lunch zone 

Left hand tennis 
court 

Area outside the 
Ivory Centre 

Right hand 
tennis court 

Covered Sails 
area outside the 
main canteen. 

Table tennis 
area. 

Sixth Form centre 
and grass area 
outside. 

Wet break Left hand tennis 
court and Drama 
Studio 2. 

Area outside the 
Ivory Centre and 
the Auditorium. 

Right hand 
tennis court and 
the Dance 
Studio. 

Covered Sails 
area outside the 
main canteen 
and the 
allocated 
seating in the 
main canteen 
itself. 

Table tennis 
area and Drama 
Studio 1. 

Sixth Form centre 
and grass area 
outside. 

Canteen area 
to use if 
needed at 
break and 
lunch 

Main Cucina  
canteen 

Snack Shack 
Cucina 

Snack Shack 
Cucina 

Main Cucina 
canteen 

Main Cucina 
canteen 

Food to be 
bought during 
non-contact 
periods form the 
main Cucina 
Canteen. 

Dismissal time 
slot and gate 

2:55pm – Leisure 
Centre or 
Chequers Way 
gates unless you 
are catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 

3:00pm – 
Leisure Centre or 
Chequers Way 
gates unless you 
are catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 

3:05pm – 
Leisure Centre 
or Chequers 
Way gates 
unless you are 
catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 

3:10pm – 
Leisure Centre 
or Chequers 
Way gates 
unless you are 
catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 

3:15pm – 
Leisure Centre 
or Chequers 
Way gates 
unless you are 
catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 

3:15pm – 
Leisure Centre or 
Chequers Way 
gates unless you 
are catching the 
buses from 
outside school. 



 

 

Year 7 and 8 will be having their break and lunch as the same time but in their respective zones.  
Year 9, 11 and Sixth Form will have their break and lunch at the same time but in their respective zones.  
Year 10 will be having their break and lunch on their own in their respective zone.  
 
Sibling groups: 
Sibling groups can arrive together and walk through the same gate together but their dismissal times will be as 
above. If they are waiting to travel home together they need to agree a place to meet off of school site.   
Students who are dropped off by bus outside the main school building: 
These students will all come through the main school gate regardless of year group.  
Students who get the bus home from outside the main school building:  
These students will need to come to the main gate area. They will be asked to line up, keeping their distance. 
They will then be taken to the bus by a member of staff.  
All other pick-ups, drop-offs: 
Students should walk or cycle wherever possible. If Parents are picking –up/dropping their child off in the car 
they need to do so at a point that is away from the school gates. Please note, the school driveway off 
Woodlands Avenue will have speed humps and enforceable double yellow lines from September.  
A member of staff will be at each of the gates to greet the children, ensure hygiene procedures are followed 
and direct them to their tutor group.  
Hygiene: 
All students will be expected to put antibacterial gel on their hands as they enter and exit the school premises 
and all lessons.  
All students will be encouraged to wash their hands during their break and lunch.  
All students will be expected to practice ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’. If they have no tissue to use at the time, then 
they need to be sneezing and coughing into their elbow.  
All classrooms with have a hygiene station, this will have antibacterial wipes and gel, tissues and a covered bin. 
Students can bring in their own antibacterial gel if they wish.   
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 
The guidance states that students should not wear face coverings, however, if students feel more confident in 
coming to school then they can wear it. However, the face coverings should only cover the mouth and nose. If 
students are using them inappropriately they will be asked to remove it following the government guidelines 
for removal. Some staff may also use PPE as required.  
Enhanced cleaning procedures:  
All contact points, toilets, tables, including external benches will be cleaned at break, lunch and after school.  
The canteen area contact points will also be cleaned between the staggered breaks and lunches.  
Behaviour  
If students cannot adhere to the behaviour rules which support everyone’s health and safety, they will have an 
individual risk assessment completed in discussion with parents.  
Curriculum and catch up intervention:  
We are running our curriculum as normal, in specialist rooms, with specialist staff. During the first three weeks 
the teachers will be completing low stakes assessment activities such as quizzes, multiple choice and quesiotn 
and answer sessions to establish the gaps in knowledge of specific concepts that the students should 
understand form the lockdown period. The teacher will then spend two weeks consolidating these concepts in 
class and then complete another round of low stakes assessment activities.  The teachers will then identify 
which students still have significant gaps in their knowledge. These students will then be placed on our 



 

 

intervention programme. The intervention programme will run for 6 weeks at a time. The structure will be, low 
stakes assessment week one, four weeks of intervention, and a final week of low stakes assessment to ensure 
progress have been made. Students that are still found to have gaps in their knowledge will remain on the 
programme.  If your child is place on an intervention programme you will be informed and also informed of 
their progress.  
One way systems and signage:  
One way systems are in place in the new building, Humanities, Science and English. The students will be shown 
these during their tutor session on the first day and will need to follow the signage.  
Extracurricular clubs  
These will be running but will need to be in year group bubbles. We will publish more information about these 
in September.  
Uniform and Resources   
We are expecting students to come to school in their full school uniform. 
Students will also need to bring their own water bottle into school. These water bottles can be refilled during 
break and lunch only. A sanitising unit will be placed next to the fountain for students to use before and after 
they refill their bottle.   
Students need to bring a school bag with a pencil case. They need to have black and green pens, ruler, pencil, 
rubber, glue stick etc.. Students should also have a calculator of their own.  
Visitors  
We will have no unplanned visitors to the school apart from medical or safeguarding reasons.  Where we do 
need to have a visitor, they will undertake their visit away from everyone else with strict distancing, hand-
washing and all other infection control measure in place. Parents are included in this protocol and will not be 
allowed onto the school site unless by appointment, which is likely to be at the end of the school day.  
Ventilation   
As much as possible windows and external doors will be opened when it is safe and appropriate to do so.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact your Head of Year in the first instance.  
 
Thank you.  
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher.  
 
 


