
 

 

10th November 2020  
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Year group rotation due to the significant impact from staff absence.    

Since September, we have had an incredibly strong start but we are currently experiencing a high 
level of staff absence. Please do not be alarmed by this, this is a similar situation to all secondary 
schools in Wokingham and the rest of the UK. The absences are largely COVID related, especially in 
regards to self-isolation or isolation of staff’s children, some clinically vulnerable staff minimising 
face to face contact and of course other more usual staff absences due to the time of year.  

As this level of absence is significant, I have therefore taken the decision to run a partial school 
timetable for the remainder of this week.  The plan is as follows:  

Wednesday 11th November – school closed to year 9 only. Year 9 to work from home and access 
work on Google Classrooms.  Students should aim to complete as much of this work as possible.  
 
Thursday 12th November – school closed to year 10 only. Year 10 to work from home and access 
work on Google Classrooms. Students should aim to complete as much of this work as possible. 
 
Friday 13th November – school closed to year 8 only. Year 8 to work from home and access work 
on Google Classroom.  Students should aim to complete as much of this work as possible. 

The school is open to all other year groups. 

By partially closing the school in this way different year groups only miss one day rather than 
consecutive days.  As you will see, lessons are prioritised to continue for Year 7, due to their age as 
well as year 11 and 13 due to their preparation for their public exams.  This method worked very 
well in March. When students are not required to be in school they will be set work via Google 
Classrooms.  Students need to aim to complete as much of this work as possible.  
 
If you work in the health, education, childcare or emergency services sectors your children will still 
be able to attend school, even if their year group is not attending school that day. If this pertains 
to you, please let your child’s Head of Year know in advance so that suitable cover can be 
arranged. 
 

I will communicate with all of you at 2.30pm each day to keep you updated. 
 



 

 

Thank you for all your lovely messages over the last 24 hours, your on-going support and 
understanding during this unprecedented period is vital to us all working through this as a 
community.  We will continue to prioritise the health and welfare of our students and our staff 
whilst being mindful of our ambition to maintaining education provision.  
 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
 
 

 
 
 
Amanda Woodfin 
Headteacher 
 


