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At The Bulmershe School we aim to offer a comprehensive range of GCSE subjects. 

 

In 2011 the Government introduced the English Baccalaureate, (EBacc). They believe that 

schools should offer students a broad range of academic subjects to age 16, and the EBacc    

promotes that aspiration. It is not a qualification in itself, but will recognise students’       

achievements across a core of selected academic subjects. The EBacc is awarded for       

achievement of a 4-9 Grade in all of the following GCSEs: English, Maths, Science, a Language 

and a Humanities subject, (History or Geography). As you will see, our Options system allows all 

students to opt for programmes to qualify for the EBacc award if they wish. 

 

All GCSE Option subjects follow the Grading system introduced in September 2017,  ranging 

from 1–9 with 9 being the highest Grade awarded.  

GCSE Options 



The choices that you make now are very important as they can affect the range of options 

available to you at the end of Year 11. To help make the right choices in Year 9, students 

are provided with support with option choices through career sessions in a dedicated     

assembly, tutor time and Personal Development lessons. 

 

The Bulmershe School provides: 

Year 9 

 Careers lessons in Personal Development. 

 Time in Form Groups dedicated to discussion and work on Option choices. 

 Assemblies from subject teachers, detailing the courses available. 

 Careers guidance from staff at School and at Options Evening. 

 A one-to-one interview with the Leadership Team to discuss final choices. 

 

Year 10 and beyond 

 Interviews with Career Advisors. 

 Help with Career decisions at 16+. 

 Use of drop-in Career Clinics and Seminar Sessions on specific careers. 

 

Students are reminded that they can help themselves by: 

 Researching career options online. Suggested sites are detailed below: 

www.unifrog.org 

www.careersbox.co.uk 

www.icould.com/watch-career-videos/ 

www.allaboutcareers.com/career-test 

www.ucas.ac.uk 

Careers Education  

& Guidance 



YOU choose your subjects. You should talk things through with your parents and you will also be 

helped by your teachers. 

 

WHY is my choice important? 

You are making a two year commitment and it is vital that you enjoy what you are doing as well as 

succeed in the GCSE subjects you choose.  Your choices now may well make a big difference to which 

courses you can take in Years 12 and 13 and later, at University, or at work. 

 

HOW do I make my choice? 

DO: 

  Find out exactly what each course involves by reading the details in this booklet and talking to     

           the subject teachers. 

 Consider how well you will cope with the demands of the subject. Is it mostly exam or mostly 

coursework? Have you considered the balance of subjects? (Ask your teachers for help.) 

 Consider the entrance requirements of any area of employment you are interested in. 

 Be careful not to close any doors at this stage because you may well change your mind about 

your career path later. 

 

DON’T choose a subject because: 

 Your friend is doing the course—you need to make the choices that are right for YOU. 

 You like the teacher—there’s a lot more to GCSE than just the teacher. 

 You think it will be easy—no GCSEs are easy; choose what you are good at and enjoy. 

FAQs for students                                                                        

WHO chooses my Options? 



Listen Up – attend and concentrate on the upcoming talks about your     

options process. If you do not know what to do, you may end up 

choosing options that aren’t right for you!  

 

Seek Advice – if you are unsure over which options you should take, which 

options are available or you are undecided between a few 

options, seek advice and guidance. Your teachers are here to offer you 

support throughout the process and if you are unsure of anything to do 

with options, ask them!  

 

Consider what you enjoy and what you are good at – you will be studying 

your GCSE choices for two years so you will need to enjoy them. Look at 

the subjects you are good at, so that you have the chance to get the 

best grade you can.  

 

Think about the Future – you are only a teenager but you need to think 

ahead to the next few years. You need to consider what your future 

work or further study plans are, and choose GCSEs that are relevant to 

these. You may need to take certain GCSEs to be able to take certain     

A Levels or secure Apprenticeships.  

Choosing your Options: 

Useful Guidance  



Dear Students, 

 

WELCOME TO THE YEAR 9 OPTIONS INFORMATION BOOKLET 

 

This is an exciting time as for the first time in your school lives, you are moving to a stage where 

you are able to make real choices on what you study .   

It is important that all of us: your parents, subject teachers, form tutor and, of course, yourself, 

work together to make informed choices. This booklet is only the beginning of the decision-making 

process; please read it carefully, talk through the options with your parents, speak to your subject 

teachers and find the answers to any questions you may have.  

The decisions that you are about to make are some of the most important ones in your school life 

and they can have a profound effect on the opportunities available when you move into the Sixth 

Form or other post-16 education.  We will, therefore, ensure we help and support both you and 

your parents in the decision-making process.   

We are excited about the GCSE curriculum and firmly believe that it builds on our ethos of            

inspiring potential and achieving together.  We hope to continue to engage and inspire you with 

this broad and challenging programme of study and wish you every success in this next important 

stage of your education at The Bulmershe School. 

 

 

Mrs M Cousins 

Head of Year 9 

mcousins@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 



A minority of 14-16 year old students feel that a full suite of GCSE courses are inappropriate to them. 

Consequently, we aim to offer these students an alternative to the KS4 curriculum in one of the Option 

Blocks. 

 

The opportunities involved on this course include spending more time on developing key skills, possibly 

spending time at an alternative provider such as college, in training or with an employer, in-school 

learning vocational or pre-vocational skills, or attending community activities designed to promote     

personal and pro-social skills.  

 

You will study:  

Development of communication, social, and study skills as well as literacy and numeracy.  We are also 

seeking partners in industry to allow some students to gain experience in areas such as 

Construction, Leisure horticulture, animal management and mechanics as well as food tech skills leading 

to qualifications in these areas 

 

Assessment:  

The aim of this course is to lighten the load of examination and assessment stress but some 

students will be offered the opportunity to further their vocational studies to gain a Level One           

qualification if they wish. 

 

Student Profile:  

This course is by invitation only and will be catered to the needs of the students identified as benefiting 

from such a suite of skills.  We are happy to consider parental requests if you feel your child would    

benefit from such a provision. 

 

For more information please contact: 

Mr M Grewal— mgrewal@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Miss F Childs— fchilds@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Curriculum 
Support 
 



Why study Art and Design? 

The creative industries in the UK are world class and make an important contribution to our exceptional British culture and 

economy, contributing around £70 billion a year. They are fast developing and continually expanding in the UK, which is the 

largest creative sector in Europe.  Studying Art and Design at GCSE will open up multiple pathways into exciting dynamic 

careers such as animation, advertising, freelance artist, computer games, design, film and video,  

music, the performing arts, publishing and software, as well as television and radio. It will expand your creativity and imagi-

nation. Possibilities for personal expression are endless, with opportunities to work with a wide range of media and build up 

your own artistic skills pallet.  

You will study: 

A series of set projects using a variety of different techniques, including fine art drawing and painting, graphic design and 

photography, print-making, printed and stitched textiles, pottery and sculpture work.  Freedom of choice will be en-

couraged to allow the development of individual style and technique, but the portfolio handed in for 

examination must cover a broad range of approaches. 

The work of artists and designers, both from the past and the present, and learning how to analyse and evaluate their art 

work through critical and contextual writing relating to your own outcomes, will form a part of the course. 

How to produce preparatory drawings and designs showing your research, development and refinement process, and how 
to present these to be entered in the portfolio and examination piece at the end of the course. 

Projects to be covered may include: 

Natural forms / still life / photography / artist-based work / portraits / identity / other cultures and environments, 

 including architecture / townscapes / collections. 

At least one project will be based on work carried out during a visit to a major art gallery. 

Equipment needed:  

The Art Department provides students with a range of materials and equipment to successfully complete their course in 

class.  However, to be fully equipped for homework, it is recommended that additional items are  

purchased from an equipment list handed out at the start of the course. 

Assessment: 

Controlled assessment – Portfolio of work (Year 10 work and Year 11 mock exam):  60% of the total marks, must include 

MORE than one project; you will have the flexibility to select work from your course to effectively reflect and evidence the 

nature of your experiences and personal engagement with learning opportunities.             

Externally set task (Year 11 Exam): 40% of the total marks. You will respond to one starting point. The paper is  

issued from the 1st of January in the year of examination to allow for the preparation of supporting studies - around ten 

weeks to complete a portfolio of work.  The test must be completed inside a ten-hour limit. 

Progression:  The qualification can lead to Art and Design related courses such as AS/A2 Level Art and Design and Photog-

raphy, which in turn can lead to a number of Foundation and Higher Education Courses. 

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to students who have a genuine passion for the subject, commitment and a 

willingness to learn and experiment. These are essential ingredients for success in this subject. 

For more information please visit www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206  

or contact Mr S Davis sdavis@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Art 
 

Title: GCSE Art and Design (9-1) 
Exam Board:  AQA 



 

Languages available at GCSE : Arabic, 

Bengali, Chinese, Dutch, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Panjabi, Persian, 

Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Turkish. 

 

The Bulmershe School will provide facilities for pupils who wish to gain qualifications in their  

mother tongue/community language. We will make all the arrangements for entries for such      

pupils. Although we do not have the provision to teach these languages, we are able to provide 

specialised language speakers who would support students with exam techniques in the lead up to 

the exam.   

 

Community Language Exams test language skills within the categories below: 

Reading - understanding and responding to information presented in a variety of forms.  

Writing - communicating clearly, accurately, and appropriately; conveying information and          

expressing opinions effectively. 

Listening - understanding and responding to information presented in a variety of forms.  

Speaking - communicating clearly, accurately, and appropriately. 

 

Progression: Students will be able to gain another GCSE which will carry the same weighting as  

other subjects. This could lead to an opportunity to take GCE exams at A2 Level. 

 

Student Profile: this course is designed for learners who have a sound knowledge and 

understanding of their mother tongue.  

 

For more information please contact:  skhanna.bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk or 

cpaudyal.bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Community Languages 
Title: GCSE in Community Languages 
Exam Board: dependent on the language studied 
  
   



Computer Science  
 

Title: GCSE Computer Science 
Exam Board: OCR 

Why study Computer Science? 

The OCR GCSE Computer Science is a GCSE qualification which gives students an in-depth understanding of how 

computer technology works. It offers an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer pro-

gramming, which students with keen interest will find absorbing. 

Course content and assessment: GCSE Computer Science students must take 2 units covering a range of 

computing & problem solving skills. Below is a summary of the course units: 

Equipment needed: students would need to have a PC, laptop or tablet with internet  connection which they can 

use to access school work from home. Most of the work and assessment are done independently and it is 

important for students to have good independent learning skills. Students who do not have access to computers 

or internet connection at home can attend weekly and after school revision classes. 

Progression: Achieving a Grade 6 or above in this course can lead to A Level Computer Science which is a path-

way to studying Computing and Computer Science based courses at University. Computer Science 

graduates are in very high demand with possible careers in software engineering and networking and may gain 

employment in some of the big IT companies like Microsoft, Oracle, Google, Apple, DELL etc.  

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to students who have a real passion for problem solving using 

algorithms and computer programming. Good independent learning and very good Maths skills are also very    

essential to succeed in this course.  Students will need a minimum of a grade 6 in Maths and Computing to study 

this course. 

For more information please visit www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/ or 

contact Dr S Uwadiae, Head of Computing suwadiae@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Content Overview Assessment Overview  

Computer Systems 

System Architecture, Memory Storage, Wired and 

Wireless networks, Network topologies, protocols 

and layers, System Security, System Software, Ethi-

cal, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 

80 Marks  

1 hour and 30 minutes 

written examination 

No calculators allowed 

50%  

of total GCSE 

Computational thinking, algorithms and  

programming 

Algorithms, Programming techniques, Producing 

robust programs, Computational logic, Translators 

and facilities of languages and Data representation 

 

80 Marks  

1 hour and 30 minutes 

written examination 

No calculators allowed 

50%  

of total GCSE 

mailto:hilonah@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


3D Design 
Title: GCSE 3D Design (9-1) 

Exam Board: AQA  

Why study 3D Design? 

3D Design is a two-year art based course which allows students to be creative and expressive with their ideas and designs in 

both a 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional form. Projects are devised to help students understand the fundamental process of 

design through research, design development and final outcomes. Drawing is a key part to design so if you have a love for 

expressing yourself visually, this is perfect for you. Not only can you put pen to paper and draw by hand but we also use 2D 

Design, Tinkercad and Blender that allow you to create drawings on your computer. Once you have mastered your drawing 

skills you will experiment with model making and testing materials to refine ideas and create 3 dimensional outcomes. 

You will study: Drawing, design, prototyping and modelling or  making of primarily functional and aesthetic products,      

objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and practical skills.  

A working knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and composite materials will be required, but other materials may be used 

in addition. The use of new technologies taking into account sustainability and environmental impact of your designing is 

included in this course. 

Equipment needed: The Design and Technology Department provides students with a range of materials and equipment to 

successfully complete their course in class. However, to be fully equipped for homework, it is recommended that additional 

items are purchased from an equipment list handed out at the start of the course. We do expect students to arrive at       

lessons with the minimum of a 2B pencil, rubber and sharpener and green pen. A device to take photographs on is           

beneficial, however not essential. 

Projects to be covered may include: 

• Natural Forms • Celts • Boxes • Armour • Under the Sea • ceramics • product design • 3D digital design   •  architectural 

design • sculpture • jewellery and body adornment • interior design • environmental/landscape/garden design • exhibition 

design • 3D digital design • designs for theatre, film and television. 

Students may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 

Assessment: All portfolio/coursework based outcomes marked against all four assessment objectives. 

Component 1 – Controlled Assessment Portfolio - Consists of two major projects. This unit makes up 60% of the total 

GCSE. Project 1 is teacher led with project 2 consisting of a personal project for most students. 

Component 2 - Externally Set Assessment Portfolio – Consists of one project. This makes up 40% of the total GCSE.       

Students select ONE starting point from an externally set assignment paper. The paper is issued from the 1st of January in 

the year of examination to allow for the preparation of supporting studies - around ten weeks to complete a portfolio of 

preparatory work.  The outcome is then created  inside a ten-hour limit under Exam conditions. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Level Art and Design courses such as 3D Design, Product Design and Vocational and 

Engineering Courses. It is suited for students interested in degrees and apprenticeships in this field.  

Student Profile: GCSE 3D design is aimed at students who enjoy a problem solving approach.  Students work with different 

materials (paper, wood, metals and plastics) to develop quality products. You will be encouraged to use CAD/CAM in the 

production of these items. This course is ideally suited to students who have a genuine passion for the subject, commitment 

and a willingness to learn and experiment. These are essential ingredients for success in this subject. 

For more information  please visit  http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-

2016.PDF or contact Mrs K Trenwith KTrenwith@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk   

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF


Digital IT 
Title: Level 1/2 Technical Award in DIT 

Exam Board: BTEC 

Why study ICT? 

The BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in DIT aims to develop students’ knowledge, creative, practical and technical skills 

needed to be able to design and create high-quality user interfaces and spreadsheet models. The course develops             

resourcefulness, creativity and digital literacy. At the end of the course, our students will be ready for further studies in ICT 

and for entry as trainee into a professional career in Information and Communications Technology and the media sector. 

The knowledge, skills and habits developed in this course are particularly relevant to graphical user interface design, data 

collection, data presentation and data analyses.  

What you will learn: 

This course consists of three components. Students are required to  complete and achieve  all three components. Below is a 

summary of the components and how they are assessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression: 

This course will enable learners to understand the basics of planning and creating user interfaces as well as planning,      

collecting analysing and presenting digital data. Students who successfully complete this course will be eligible for entry into 

any KS5 course in ICT and apprenticeship positions in the ICT industry.  

Student Profile:  

The course is for students who want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through vocational contexts by 

studying project planning, data management, data interpretation, data presentation and data protection as part of their Key 

Stage 4 learning. The qualification is an alternative to our GCSE Computer Science course that recognises the value of     

learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes.  

 

For more information please visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-

information-technology.html or contact Dr S Uwadiae  suwadiae@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



 

Why study Drama? 

The UK’s creative industries are now worth over £110 billion gross and the South East of England contains key global     
theatre and media organisations. GCSE drama not only allows students to experience the theatrical world but develops 
transferable communication and team-working skills that are valued in all industries. Students explore a broad range of 
theatrical genres and gain insight into historical and modern theatre approaches responding in a creative and practical 
way. Students have genuine freedom of expression and entire units are devised and shaped by individual and group     
creative choices. Students experience a range of live theatre including visiting the West End, National Theatre                 
Performances and taking part in school based workshops with a professional theatre company. In the current climate we 
believe that GCSE drama offers the opportunity to develop not only a love for the subject but also build resilience and 
confidence for the future.  

 
You will study:  
 
Component One: Devising Skills  (40% - Practical Performance and Coursework) 

Students create and perform an entirely original performance piece. They are assessed on their performance and submit a 
2000 word written portfolio that analyses and evaluates the creative process.  

Component Two: Performance from Text (20% - Practical Performance) 

Students perform two scripted performances for an external examiner in a group, paired or solo performance taken from 
a post 1950’s script . This script is chosen as a collaboration between teacher and student and allows the student to 
choose from the vast array of modern texts.   

Component Three: Theatre Makers in Practice. (40% - Written Examination) 
Students study a set play and review a live performance and write  in the examination as a performer, designer and direc-

tor. The examination is in two sections and students are given an extract from a play they have studied and respond in a  

number of questions, writing in a specific theatrical role. The questions range from 4 to 18 marks and students build up  

the skills to respond with relevant technical vocabulary and expression.   

Content covered will include: 

Brecht and Non-naturalism / JB Priestley's An Inspector Calls / Physical Theatre / Responding to modern culture/ Theatre 

Design/ Willy Russell's Blood Brothers/ Dennis Kelly’s DNA / Splendid Productions/ Teenage Issues/Stanislavski and       

Naturalism/Masks and Puppetry.  

Progression: 

Careers are possible in all aspects of theatre (on stage, backstage, directing, designing, administration and technical), as 
are careers in film, television, law, journalism. Many Bulmershe Alumni have gone on to gain places at top Drama Schools 
but the transferable presentation and communication skills are vital in any future career or education path.  

Student Profile:  

Students wishing to study drama must have a passion for the subject and a desire to discover more about the world of 

Theatre. You must have a commitment to exploring all areas of drama and a desire to perform. Some GCSE drama         

students are able to specialise in the backstage roles of theatre later in the course but must be willing to take part in the 

many practical workshops and performance elements of the course.   

For more information please visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html 

or contact Mrs K Whitmarsh kwhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Drama 
Title: GCSE Drama (9-1) 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
mailto:acamichel@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


Drama 
Title: Vocational Award Performing Arts 
(Technical Award) 
Exam Board: Pearson 

Why study  Vocational Award Performing Arts (Technical Award)? 

A vocational award in Performing Arts will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the performing arts sector 
and provide learners with opportunities to develop associated practical skills. It covers performing, creating and                
performance arts in practice.  

You will learn analytical skills through observation and study of professional drama works and productions. You will  gain 
confidence in your own ability as a performer, develop skills in leadership, communication and collaboration.   

You will have the opportunity to take part in a variety of performances (solo or group pieces) and attend theatre trips to the 
West End and regional theatres.  

You will study:  

Unit 1: Performing In this unit learners will gain a holistic knowledge and understanding of the skills and techniques need-

ed to reproduce an existing piece of professional/published work.  

Unit 2: Creating In this unit learners will gain, develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the skills and 

techniques needed to create and refine original work in the performing arts.  

Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice This unit introduces learners to areas of the performing arts that need to be considered 

when responding to an industry commission.  Learners will need to draw on their knowledge of the skills and techniques 

needed to reproduce an existing piece of professional/published work from Unit 1 alongside their knowledge and under-

standing of the skills and techniques needed to create and refine original work from Unit 2.  

Assessment: 

40% External - Controlled Assessment– A number of assignments set by the exam board including research and exploration 

tasks and performances. 

60% Internal - Coursework -A number of assignments set by your teacher including workshops, research tasks and             

performances. 

Assessment for your BTEC will be on-going throughout the 2 years and you will be working with your group and your teacher 

to explore plays and performance ideas that you are inspired by. You will have some theory work to complete such as       

research and logbook completion but you will be given support and specific time in lessons to complete this work. You will 

prepare for the externally set assessment during the second year of the course and will undertake this during spring/

summer term of Year 11.  

Progression:  This course can lead to a career in any area of the Performing Arts industry  as well as developing vital      

interpersonal and communication skills that support any future career path.  

Student Profile:  This course is ideally suited to students who are interested in all aspects of Performing Arts and have a 

desire to develop their performance skills and learn about how a creative professional creates and realises a performance. 

You will need to have a good attendance record as a great deal of their work will be group based and assessment is on-

going. Some vocational Drama students are able to specialise in the backstage roles of theatre later in the course but must 

be willing to take part in the many practical workshops and performance elements of the course.   

For more information please visit  The WJEC Website 

or contact Mrs  K Whitmarsh  kwhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-performing-arts/#tab_keydocuments


Why study IGCSE ESL? 

This course aims to develop the ability to use English effectively for the purpose of practical 

communication, and forms a sound base for the skills required for further study or 

employment using English as the medium; it helps to develop an awareness of the nature of         

language, as well as to promote students’ personal development.  

 

You will study skills within the categories below: 

Reading - understanding and responding to information presented in a variety of forms.  

Writing - communicating clearly, accurately, and appropriately; conveying information and 

expressing opinions effectively. 

Listening - understanding and responding to information presented in a variety of forms.  

Speaking - communicating clearly, accurately, and appropriately. 

 

Assessment:  

Students will sit Reading, Writing, Listening and Oral examinations at the end of the course. 

The candidates study: the core curriculum OR the extended curriculum. Grades 9—7 are 

available only to candidates taking the extended curriculum. 

 

Progression: a sound foundation for employment or further study at Levels 2 and 3,          

including AS and A Level GCE and Cambridge pre-U qualifications. 

 

Student Profile: this course is designed for learners who already have a working knowledge 

of the language and who want to consolidate their understanding in order to progress in 

their academic career. 

 

For more information please visit www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/

cambridge-igcse-english-second-language-count-in-oral-0511/   

or please contact Mrs S Khanna skhanna@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

English as a  
Second Language 

Title: IGCSE English as a Second Language (count-in oral) 
Exam Board: Cambridge International Examination  

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-second-language-count-in-oral-0511/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-second-language-count-in-oral-0511/
mailto:skhanna@bulmershewokingham.sch.uk


Why study Geography? Geography GCSE is an engaging and interesting course relating learning       

directly to the World we live in. The course looks closely at how people live in different parts of the 

World and how and why places change. Students will learn about both global and local issues. Inter-

estingly, a recent survey of employers showed that after Mathematics and English, Geography is rated 

as one of the most desirable subjects. This is due to the number of different skills that the students will 

gain along with the development of an analytical mind. 

What you will study and how it will be assessed:  

Assessment: Assessment will be through Linear Examination only. There will be only one tier of entry. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Level and degree courses in Geography, planning, 

environmental studies and geology. Geography also links to a variety of careers in tourism, 

nature conservancy, and sustainable living.  

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to students who have enquiring minds and are 

interested in the world around them. 

For more information please visit www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-b/index.html or 

contact Mr D Tomala dtomala@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  Miss S Garrard                                         

sgarrard@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Geography  
Title: GCSE Geography  
Exam Board:  EDUQAS Geography B (9-1) 

Component 1: Investigating Geographical 

Issues Written Examination: 1 hour 45 

minutes 40% of qualification. 

Theme 1, Changing Places, Changing Economies. 

Theme 2, Changing Environments. 

Theme 3, Environmental Challenges. 

Component 2: Problem Solving Geography 

Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 

30% of qualification. 

Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical      

context. 

Part B will outline a number of possible solutions to the    

issue. 

Part C will provide an opportunity for the candidates to 

choose a solution and justify their choice in an extended     

response. 

Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry 

Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 

30% of qualification. 

This will require students to complete two 

days of fieldwork in their local area. This 

will be organised by the school with stu-

dents being expected to attend. 

Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, 

representation and analysis. 

Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to   

investigate geography's conceptual frameworks. 

Part C will assess the application of broad geographical     

concepts to a wider UK context and  assess the ability to make 

and justify a decision. 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-b/index.html


Why study History? 

‘Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it’. George Santayana 

History affects all of us. History will help you to understand the modern world– you can see connections  

between different events and why events unfold in specific ways. You will learn to weigh up different viewpoints 

and argue effectively, using evidence to back up your judgements. This is a valued skill in many jobs. History will 

allow you to develop how you express your own opinions and not take news headlines as fact. It is important that 

you can question evidence that is given to you to assess what is trustworthy. 

 

You will study:  

Assessment: Assessment will be through linear examination. There will be only one tier of entry. 

 

Progression: History GCSE can lead to A level and degree level studies. It can also help if you want to be 

a lawyer, journalist, researcher, police officer, scientist or work in marketing . Employers of all sectors 

highly value history due to the analysis, communication and debate skills that you will learn.  

  

Student Profile: This course is best suited to committed students who have an interest in finding out 

more about the past or those who are considering futures in history, politics or current affairs. Students 

need to have a good level of literacy and be ready to work hard- inside and outside of the classroom.   

 

For more information please visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/history-2016.html  or contact Mr A Kydd akydd@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  

Paper 1—Thematic study and historic environment: 
Crime and Punishment in Britain 1000– present.  
1 hour and 15 minute exam 30% of qualification. 

This looks at how crime and punishment has changed 

over time and look at the murders carried out by Jack 

the Ripper.  

Paper 2— Period study and British depth study.  

1 hour and 45 minute exam 40% of qualification  

There are 2 parts— 
1) Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509-40  
2) Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 –
Focussing on conflict between USA & USSR (Russia) 

Paper 3- Modern depth study:  

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 

1 hour and 20 minute exam 30% of qualification 

Looking at change across Weimar and Nazi Germany,  

including political and social changes. 

History  
Title: GCSE History (9-1) 

Exam Board:  Edexcel 



Why study Media? 

Every day we are presented with a huge range of varying messages and ideas in media texts from all platforms, so 

why not study these in order to gain an insight into not only how they are constructed, but also into the ways in 

which they manipulate and affect us as an audience? 

GCSE Media Studies will provide you with the skills and knowledge necessary to view this increasingly important 

industry in a critical and analytical way, will encourage you to think more deeply about the construction of a text 

and the messages it is presenting, as well as providing you with the opportunity to design and create print,  

broadcast and online products of your own. 

GCSE Media Studies will help you to:  

• Use a range of creative skills in order to create industry worthy products that you can be proud of.   

• Think critically and develop an expert eye for analysing a wide range of media texts and their intended               

meanings. 

• Communicate your ideas with confidence – Do you have an opinion about a particular Media Product? Media 

Studies gives you the opportunity to discuss and present this to you peers in an environment that encourages 

further discussion and debate.  

• Expand your horizons through exposure to a range of media texts and opinions that will challenge your own 

perceptions and opinions. 

For the Eduqas GCSE Media Studies course, you will study:  

 Advertising and its effect on audiences 

 Print construction and audience 

 Broadcasting construction, editing and composition 

 E-media and its impact upon society  

 Media Language and theory 

 Codes and conventions of a variety of media products 

 A series of set texts from a range of media platforms and eras. 

Assessment: Assessment will be through coursework (30%) and two exam papers (70%). 

Progression: GCSE Media Studies is a great platform into studying the subject at A Level, which in turn can lead 

to a wide range of professions including:  Journalism, Film Direction, Camera operator, Public Relations, Advertis-

ing and Marketing, News reading, Screenwriting, Web design, Politics, Creative and Performing arts and                  

communications to name but a few. 

Student Profile: Students must be actively engaging with the Media Industry – Reading the news/current 

affairs, staying up-to-date with developments in technology, watching a wide range of film and television        

products, studying social media and advertising campaigns in order to gain the most benefit from the course. 

For more information please visit www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/ 

or contact Mr C Mooney cmooney@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Media Studies                                      
Title: GCSE Media Studies (9-1) 
Exam Board: Eduqas 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/
mailto:cmooney@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


Why study Modern Foreign Languages? 

Businesses in the UK need people with language skills   Learning a language makes you more employable. 

Knowing a language opens doors   No matter what your field of work or study, knowing a  

language increases opportunities for work and leisure.  As far as Britain’s top universities and 

employers are concerned, a language GCSE definitely gives your CV the edge.  

Language learners gain strength in a range of key skills including communication skills, team-working skills, 

interpersonal skills, problem-solving skills, organisational skills and good learning strategies.  Languages also 

dramatically improve your ability to communicate effectively in English. 

It's not all work and no play (and you don't have to be fluent)  Those who know a language are well 

equipped to enjoy travel, meeting people of other cultures, and the many benefits of learning a language — 

no matter what their level of fluency. 

You will study:  

The AQA GCSE syllabus for French and Spanish covers three key topics: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 Current and future study and employment 

Equipment needed: a Collins Easy Learning dictionary will be useful. 

Assessment: The course is divided into Speaking, Writing, Listening and Reading. All skills are assessed in 

May/June of Year 11 and represent 25% of the total mark each. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Level French/Spanish and will be useful for careers in the Diplomatic 

Service, European Politics, Teaching and any job that requires travel around Europe, Africa and South 

America. 

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to any student wishing to develop their language skills further 

and impress on their University and job applications. 

For more information please visit: 

French www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658 

Spanish www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698 

 

Mrs C Valler (Head of MFL)  cvaller@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk or 

Mrs R Boyer (Second in MFL ) rboyer@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 
Title: GCSE French / Spanish 
Exam Board: AQA 



Why study Music?  

This course will help you to develop an appreciation for music beyond that you normally listen to. It will provide you with 

the skills and knowledge that you will be expected to possess if you intend to follow a career in the music industry.        

Additionally, a music qualification demonstrates creativity, commitment, cultural and emotional awareness, discipline 

and resilience—all qualities that are sought after by colleges, universities and employers. 

The course is designed to allow you to develop your own musical interests, but also to broaden your experience of musical 

genres outside of your comfort zone. You will be given opportunities to make music on your own and in small ensemble 

groups, but will also be asked to perform regularly as a class through singing/instrumental activities. It is a course require-

ment that you are a regular member of at least one extra-curricular musical activity (choir or band). 

You will study: The course’s “Areas of Study” involve pop music from the 1950s to the present day, film and video game 

music, Western art music from the Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods and different types of music from around the 

world. You will learn compositional techniques and performance skills and you will study music theory to approximately 

grade 5 level (useful for any ABRSM students wishing to study instrumental practice to a level further than Grade 5). 

Equipment needed: If you are going to perform on an instrument other than voice, then you will need to have an 

instrument of your own at home. Voice counts as an instrument—so singing is a performance option, but will also be used 

as regular learning aid throughout the course. You will be expected to have a daily practice routine on your chosen       

instrument and it is highly advised that you attend additional instrumental/vocal lessons on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. 

Such lessons are not provided by the music department but we can support in arranging them. You will also need access 

to a computer at home. Support with equipment and private lessons is available for pupil premium students. 

Assessment:  

You will be expected to complete two performances on your chosen instrument (which can be your voice) in your final 

year of the course, lasting approximately two minutes each. One of these performances will be on your own and the other 

in a group. These performances are worth 30% of the total marks. Throughout the course, you will be asked participate in 

the termly Open Mic Nights and the annual GCSE Concert to help you prepare for these final performances. 

You will be expected to compose two pieces of music lasting approximately two minutes each. Your composing work 

will be worth 30% of the total marks. You will be asked to submit regular uploads of your composition work via google 

classroom for monitoring and feedback. 

You will be expected to complete a 90 minute listening and appraising exam which may cover any of the topics and styles 

that we will cover in class. In this exam, you will hear several pieces of music that you have never heard before. However, 

you will know how to identify and answer questions about the features that characterise the music. In fact, you will have 

used many of these features in your own composing and performing work over the duration of the course. The exam will 

be worth 40% of the total marks. 

Progression: This course can lead to Music A Level, Music BTECs, music degrees, work in the film, advertising, entertain-

ment and music industries, music therapy and teaching. Additionally, the discipline, organisation, creativity and resilience 

expected of successful musicians is very attractive to employers in all industries. 

Student Profile: GCSE Music is a rewarding course and is best suited to conscientious and committed students who enjoy 

making music with like minded individuals. You will be expected to work outside of your comfort zone and complete much 

of your work independently, so discipline and trust in the process is key. Be prepared for hard work! 

For more information about GCSE Music please visit www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/ or con-

tact Miss I Wiltshire on iwiltshire@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Music  
Title: Music GCSE (9-1) 
Exam Board: OCR 



Why study Photography? 

Photography is an exciting subject that can be used in many different ways. Photography has many uses such as artistic, 

commercial, advertising, personal, industrial, fashion and architecture. Photographs can be used on the web or as beautiful 

printed objects. This course will teach you to look at the world in a creative way. Throughout the course, students will learn 

about a variety of photographic techniques and processes, including hands-on experimentation with digital media. Students 

will use sketchpads and workbooks to demonstrate all practical learning, ideas development and critical analysis. Tuition is 

enjoyable, structured, friendly and supportive. Photography develops a wide range of skills which will be useful in university 

applications and future careers. Photography may offer a highly creative and hands-on alternative to other subjects which 

you may be studying at GCSE. 

You will study: 

         A series of set projects exploring a variety of different processes and techniques, including black and white and colour      

photography, still life and portraiture and digital editing processes; freedom of choice will be encouraged to allow the 

development of individual style and technique, but the portfolio handed in for examination must cover a broad range 

of approaches. 

          The work of photographers, artists and designers, both from the past and the present;  learning how to analyse and 

evaluate their art work through critical and contextual writing relating to your own outcomes will form a part of the 

course. 

          How to produce preparatory work showing your research, development and refinement process, learning how to    
present these to be entered in the portfolio and examination piece at the end of the course. 

Projects to be covered may include: 

Natural forms/still life/artist-based work/portraits/identity/other cultures/ environments including architecture/

townscapes/ collections. At least one project will be based on work carried out during a visit to a major art gallery. 

Equipment needed:  

The Art Department provides students with a range of materials and equipment to successfully complete their course in 

class.  However, to be fully equipped it is advised that students have their own digital camera, SD Card and memory stick. 

Assessment: 

Controlled assessment – Portfolio of work (Year 10 work and Year 11 mock exam): 60% of the total marks must include 

MORE than one project - you will have the flexibility to select work from your course to effectively reflect and evidence the 

nature of your experiences and personal engagement with learning opportunities.             

Externally set task (Year 11 Exam): 40% of the total marks. You will respond to one starting point.  The paper is issued 

from the 1st of January in the year of examination to allow for the preparation of supporting studies; around ten weeks to  

complete a portfolio of work. The test must be completed inside a ten hour limit. 

Progression:  This qualification can lead to Photography and Art and Design-related courses such as AS/A2 Level 

Photography, which in turn can lead to a number of Foundation and Higher Education Courses. 

Student Profile:  This course is ideally suited to students who have a genuine passion for the subject, commitment and a 

willingness to learn and experiment  - these are essential ingredients for success in this subject. 

For more information please visit www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 

or contact Mr S Davis sdavis@bumershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Photography 
 

Title: GCSE Photography (9-1) 
Exam Board: AQA 

mailto:sdavis@bumershe.wokingham.sch.uk


Why study Physical Education? 

Are you interested in sport?  Do you enjoy participating in physical activity?  Are you fascinated by how the human 

body works?  Do you keep up to date with current issues in sport?  If so, this course could be for you. 

The course will be both practical and theoretical.  You will be assessed through continuous practical  assessments 

and end of unit tests for the theory.  

The course is assessed through 40% practical work based on 3 sports and 60% theory work consisting of 2              

examination papers. 

What will you study? 

PRACTICAL - In your practical lessons, you will be expected to learn, develop and perform complex skills across a 

wide variety of sports. 

THEORY - Topics covered are based on the sociological, psychological and physiological aspects of sport. e.g. the 

demands placed on the performer, health and fitness, training, diet, applied physiology (how the body works in 

sporting situations), sport and culture. 

How will you be assessed? 

PRACTICAL— 40% 

You will cover a wide range of sports throughout the course such as netball, handball, rugby, football, athletics, 

trampolining, table tennis, basketball, gymnastics and badminton. An external moderator will finally assess you at 

the end of the 3 years based upon your 3 main sports (either 2 team sports and 1 individual sport or 2 individual 

sports and 1 team sport). If you take part in a sport to a high level outside of school, which is not covered during 

your practical lessons and is part of the specification, you can still be assessed in your sport. However, you will need 

to provide  your own video evidence of you taking part in that sport. 

You will be required to produce a portfolio of evidence which will be based upon the rules of sports, performance 

analysis and evaluation. 

THEORY— 60% 

Written examination at the end of Year 11 consisting of two different papers; one on the human body and 

movement in physical activity and sport and the second one on the socio-cultural influences and well-being in     

physical activity and sport.  Both papers are 1 hour 15 minutes in length.   

Student Profile: 

You must be playing competitive sport either for the school or outside of school to undertake this course.  You will 

be required to attend after school clubs in order to represent the school and to help you maximise your 

performance potential.  A good tracking grade in PE and Biology would also be desirable. 

Progression: 

After successful completion of this award, you can study A Level Physical Education or BTEC Sport Studies at The 

Bulmershe School Sixth Form or it will prepare you for the Sports & Fitness industry. 

For more information please visit www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 

Or please contact Mr B Hird, Head of PE bhird@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  

Physical Education 
 

Title: GCSE Physical Education (9-1) 

Exam Board: AQA 



Why study Psychology?  A Psychology GCSE provides a fascinating insight into the interactions between 

the human brain and mind, giving an opportunity to learn about behaviour, and the thoughts, feelings 

and motivations that underlie behaviour. Psychology is a broad scientific discipline and the GCSE course 

covers a wide range of areas within psychology. Have you ever wondered how your memory works? Or, 

how you developed from being a baby? Why people are affected by the thoughts and actions of people 

around them? Or, how processes in the brain are linked to mental illnesses?  

These are just a selection of questions that are addressed during the course, and through these you will 

be challenged to consider things from new perspectives. We are all interested in what makes people tick 

and how this understanding can help solve major problems in society.  

You will gain appreciation for the scientific nature of psychology. When carrying out research to explain 

how humans behave, the research needs to follow rigorous methodology that involves observing,      

measuring and testing, before arriving at conclusions. 

Through this course you will also develop critical analysis, independent thinking and research skills, that 

can be applied in your further studies and beyond that into the workplace.  

You will study:  

 

Both exams will be taken at the end of Year 11.  There is no coursework or controlled assessment to    

complete during the GCSE; it is exam only. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Levels and degree courses in any area of Psychology or Criminolo-

gy. It is the right choice for you if you are considering a career in Psychology, Counselling and Social Work; 

Education, Business (particularly Human Resources); Law and Medicine.  It leads well into a huge variety 

of jobs, ranging from specific psychology roles such as a clinical or educational psychologists, all the way 

to jobs such as human resource officers and personal trainers. 

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to those students who have curiosity to ask questions;     

someone who can think flexibly and consider a topic from different angles; someone who is able to be 

objective and can acknowledge the strengths and limitations of different theories. 

For more information please visit  https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182 

or please contact Dr L Burgess  lburgess@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  

Component: Topic: Assessment 

Component 1: Cognition and behaviour: Memory, Percep-

tion, Development, Research methods  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 

minutes. 

50% of GCSE 

Component 2: Social context and behaviour: Social influ-

ence, Language, thought and communication, 

Brain and neuropsychology, Psychological 

problems  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 

minutes. 

50% of GCSE 

Psychology 
Title: GCSE Psychology 

Exam Board: AQA 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182


Religious Studies 
Title: GCSE Religious Studies 
Exam Board: AQA 

Why study RS?   

A Religious Studies GCSE is an engaging and fascinating course that makes you question what you see 

around you and what people have always believed.  The course looks closely at ‘The Bigger Questions’ 

in life and guides you in understanding fundamental beliefs about the world we live in and how those 

beliefs came to be.  It also considers how decisions are made about actions to be  taken in given        

situations and whether they are right course of action or not to take. 

You will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling you 

to develop your own attitudes towards world issues. 

You will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture.  

You will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership 

and research skills.  

 

You will study:  

 

Both exams will be taken at the end of Year 11.  There is no controlled assessment to complete during 

the GCSE; it is exam only. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Levels and degree courses in Philosophy & Ethics and Theology, 

Criminolgy.  It is the right choice for you if you are considering a career in Business (particularly          

International Business); Counselling and Social Work; Education; Journalism; Law and Medicine.  It 

leads well into jobs such as such as event planning, hospitality, or the service industry; the Govern-

ment; Marketing and Management; Publishing. 

Student Profile: This course is ideally suited to students who those who like asking questions; some-

one who doesn’t always accept what they are first told; someone who is able to be objective and look 

at both sides of the argument and is able to offer their opinion and be able to justify it. 

For more information please visit https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a

-8062 or please contact Miss E O’ Reilly eoreilly@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

Component: Topic: Assessment 

Component 1: The Study of 2 Religions: beliefs, teachings 

and practices focussing on Christianity and  

Islam or Buddhism.  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 

minutes. 

Component 2: Thematic Studies focussing on different 

themes like: Crime and Punishment, Peace 

and Conflict, Human rights and social justice, 

Relationships and Families, Religion and Life 

and The existence of God and revelation. 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 

minutes. 

50% of GCSE 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
mailto:eoreilly@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


Why study Statistics? 

This course is designed for students who have an aptitude for maths and wish to continue the study of maths 

beyond GCSE. It will support the content of the Higher tier GCSE as well as bridging the gap between GCSE and 

A Level. The aim of the course is to: 

 Help students acquire knowledge and understanding of statistical techniques and concepts. 

 Encourage statistical problem solving. 

 Develop student understanding of the importance and limitations of statistics. 

 Support students in their progression through statistics and other related disciplines. 

You will study:  

There are 4 main areas of Statistics: 

 Planning and data collection 

 Processing, representing and analysing data 

 Reasoning, interpreting and discussing results 

 Probability 

Assessment:  

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Statistics consists of two externally-examined papers.         

Students must complete all assessment in May/June in any single year, and students can only be entered for 

either Foundation tier or Higher tier.  

Progression: 

This course can support A Level Maths and Further Maths in the Sixth Form, as well as a degree in                 

Mathematics/Statistics. The course is also designed to support subjects at A Level and beyond which require the 

application and use of statistics.  

Student Profile:  

This course is ideally suited to students who wish to study Mathematics at A Level or Further Maths.  

The course is designed for students who will comfortably achieve at least a Grade 7-9 at GCSE. In the first       

instance, you should speak to your Maths teacher about your suitability for the course. 

 

For more information please visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/

statistics-2017.html or contact Mr T Hussain  thussain@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Statistics  
Title: GCSE Statistics (9-1) 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

mailto:mgrewal@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk


Textile Design  
Title: GCSE Textile Design (9-1) 
Exam Board: AQA 

Why study Textile Design? 

Textile Design is a two-year art based course which allows students to be creative and expressive with their ideas and 

designs a range of textile construction and manipulation processes. Projects are devised to help students understand the 

fundamental process of design through research, design development and final outcomes. Drawing is a key part to design 

so if you have a love for expressing yourself visually, this is perfect for you. Not only can you put pen to paper and draw 

by hand but we also use Computer Aided programs that allow you to create drawings on your computer. Once you have 

mastered your drawing skills you will experiment with Material manipulation, model making and testing materials to   

refine ideas and create Textile outcomes. 

You will study: Drawing, design, illustration, material manipulation, colouring, prototyping and modelling or making of 

primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and practical 

skills. How sources relate to cultural, social, historical, contemporary, environmental and creative contexts which might 

be determined or influenced by functional or non-functional considerations. How ideas, feelings, forms, and purposes 

can generate responses that address personal needs or meet external requirements, such as client expectations and any 

associated constraints. 

Equipment needed: The Design and Technology Department provides students with a range of materials and equipment 

to successfully complete their course in class. However, to be fully equipped for homework, it is  recommended that   

additional items are purchased from an equipment list handed out at the start of the course. We do expect students to 

arrive at lessons with the minimum of a 2B pencil, rubber and sharpener and green pen. A device to take photographs on 

is beneficial, however not essential. 

Projects to be covered may include: 

•Natural Forms • Under the Sea • art textiles • fashion design and illustration • costume design • constructed textiles • 

printed and dyed textiles • surface pattern • stitched and/or embellished textiles • soft furnishings and/or textiles for 

interiors • digital textiles • installed textiles • weaving • felting • stitching • appliqué • construction • printing 

Students may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 

Assessment: All portfolio/coursework based outcomes marked against all four assessment objectives. 

Component 1 – Controlled Assessment Portfolio - Consists of two major projects. This unit makes up 60% of the total 

GCSE. Project 1 is teacher led with project 2 consisting of a personal project for most students. 

Component 2 - Externally Set Assessment Portfolio – Consists of one project. This makes up 40% of the total GCSE.   

Students select ONE starting point from an externally set assignment paper. The paper is issued from the 1st of January 

in the year of examination to allow for the preparation of supporting studies - around ten weeks to complete a portfolio 

of preparatory work.  The outcome is then created  inside a ten-hour limit under Exam conditions. 

Progression: This course can lead to A Level Art and Design courses such as Textile Design, 3D Design, Product Design and 

Vocational and Engineering Courses. It is suited for students interested in degrees and apprenticeships in this field.  

Student Profile: GCSE Textile design is aimed at students who enjoy exploring and experimenting with materials.         

Students work with different materials and processes to develop quality products. You will be encouraged to use CAD/

CAM in the production of these items. This course is ideally suited to students who have a genuine passion for the       

subject, commitment and a willingness to learn and experiment. These are essential ingredients for success in this sub-

ject. 

 

For more information  please visit   https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/

subject-content/textile-design or contact Mrs K Trenwith at KTrenwith@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk   



Travel & Tourism  
Title: Vocational Level 2 
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

Why study Travel & Tourism? 

The BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism Level 2 qualification enables students to learn about the travel and      

tourism industry.  It is a two-year course and is equivalent to one GCSE. The course introduces the travel and tourism    

industry and provides learners with the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of UK and           

international tourism and to develop transferable interpersonal skills, including working with others, problem-solving, 

independent study, and personal, learning and thinking skills. 

The course will suit those who enjoy Geography but also love travel. The course will bring many of the worlds tourist 

hotspots to life and help students understand all the elements of business that go into a successful holiday               

experience. The links to future employment is significant with over 3 million people in the UK employed directly in this 

industry ‘Office for National Statistics’.  

You will study:  

Unit 1:  The UK Travel and Tourism Sector (external assessment). 

Unit 2:  UK Travel and Tourism Destinations (internal assessment).  

Unit 3:  The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience (synoptic). 

Unit 4:  International Travel and Tourism Destinations (internal assessment).  

Equipment needed:  

Pen, ruler, highlighter, glue stick. 

Assessment: 

Unit 1 is a core unit and is externally assessed by a 1 hour 15-minute written exam worth 60 marks.  

Unit 2 is a core unit and is coursework.  Learners will investigate the major tourist destinations of the UK and      

discover how they appeal to different types of tourist.   

Unit 3 is a synoptic unit and explores the needs and expectations of different travel and tourism customers and 

investigates the customer service aims of and skills needed by two travel and tourism organisations. 

Unit 4 is a specialist unit and also internally assessed.   

Progression:   

Level 3 Travel & Tourism is offered by the Bulmershe sixth-form. 

Student Profile: 

A individual with an interest in Geography and  travel, who is computer literate and  can read maps. 

For more information please visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/travel-and-

tourism-2013-nqf.html or contact Mr  D Tomala  dtomala@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 



1. Options Evening and Options Preference Form 

 

Following the Options Evening on Thursday 16th March 2023, every student will have to complete an Options 

Preference Form.  

 

2. Individual Student Interviews 

These will take place from Monday 20th March to Friday 31st March 2023. 

 

3. Confirmation Letter 

This will be sent to parents within the Summer Term to confirm the selection. 

 

ALL OPTION FORMS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY FRIDAY 31st March 2023 

The school endeavours to provide students with all of their option choices and, unlike many schools, we 

offer a free choice to all. The Option blocks are built after students have made their choices rather than 

before. This gives students more choice and it is usually possible to give the majority of students all their 

option choices. However, staffing issues and class size constraints mean that students will need to select a 

reserve GCSE option which can replace one of their other choices if their initial choice combination is  

not possible.  

What Happens Next? 



Notes  



ACHIEVING TOGETHER 

INSPIRING POTENTIAL 

The Bulmershe School 
Woodlands Avenue, 

 Woodley, 
Reading, 

Berkshire, RG5 3EU 

 

Tel: 0118 9353353      
Web: www.thebulmersheschool.com 


