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Intent 
The overarching aim of the Bulmershe Geography Department is to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, which prepares students to become 
successful British and global citizens. In a time when so much of our political, economic and environmental decision making has a direct impact on real 
world places and the people and environments that share them, we need the next generation to be geographically literate. 
 
As a department we aim to develop natural curiosity, empower students to weigh up evidence surrounding some of the world’s biggest dilemmas and 
draw conclusions. Throughout the curriculum both numeracy and literacy skills are given importance and students are encouraged to develop critical 
thinking skills alongside ‘real world maths’. 
 
In addition, students will gain cultural capital through a deep understanding of both their place and the lives of others from a range of places across the 
globe. This understanding is to be enhanced through fieldwork opportunities and a Geo Leaders Club. 
 
Thus students will emerge with a rich understanding of their place in the world with the skills needed to engage in the local labour market. The labour 
market profile for the south East of England highlights the need for students to have the numeracy, literacy and critical thinking skills that are required in 
professional occupations (Professional occupations: South East England 22%, Reading 32%, Wokingham 29%). Therefore, the curriculum is structured to 
enable students to gain the core skills required to enter these professions and be successful participants in 21st Century Britain. 
 
In year 7, through the study of the KS3 Geography National Curriculum, the intent is for students to do the following: 
 

• Develop enquiring minds. 

• Engage in the study of both Human and Physical Geography. 

• Develop a deep understanding of their place both socially and environmentally (Reading and the UK) 

• Recognize and understand the links, including benefits and weaknesses, between their place and other places around the world. 

• Develop real world numeracy and literacy. To include the knowledge and ability to apply fundamental geographical skills of: OS Maps, data 
presentation, scale, maps, sketching and weather charts. 

• Engage in the field work process from data collection to report writing. 

• Progression to KS4 and KS5 
 
 
 



Implementation  

• Develop enquiring minds – This is achieved through the topic choices and sequencing. Students begin by asking questions about the UK – e.g. what 
is the difference between the: UK, GB and BI? This is then developed by a close look at the local area and the school in the My place topic. Horizons 
are then expanded and awe and wonder developed by looking at both mountain environments at home and abroad. In Geography of my stuff 
students are required to ask questions about where products, ideas and cultures originate from and how they link to many places across the globe. 
Finally, students link weather and climate to their places and extreme whether events before applying the knowledge to rivers and flooding. 

• Engage in the study of both Human and Physical Geography – All units explicitly link human and physical geography. Students study two strong 
human topics (Geography of my stuff and My place), two strong physical topics – (Weather&Biomes and Rivers). 

• Develop a deep understanding of their place both socially and environmentally (Reading and the UK) – A sense of place is developed through the 
sequencing of lessons. Beginning with a focus on the UK and narrowing to their place before considering connections with the rest of the world. 
Themes of place run throughout with an example being: Mountains and rainfall patterns which are introduced in term 1 and then reappear in term 
3,5 and 6, My place is also a theme that is built on KS4 and KS5. 

• Recognize and understand the links, including benefits and weaknesses, between their place and other places around the world – this is explicitly 
addressed in term 2 and 4 through the study of insiders and outsiders, globalization and interdependence. 

• Develop real world numeracy and literacy. To include the knowledge and ability to apply fundamental geographical skills of: OS Maps, data 
presentation, scale, maps, sketching and weather charts.   

o Reading - is implemented through the use of source material and textbooks throughout. Also all homework tasks involve an element of 
reading. 

o Writing – is part of every lesson and teachers focus on SPAG and the skill of extended writing. Also students are required to complete a ‘talk 
like an expert task in term 1, term 3 and term 4. 

o Numeracy – graphs, descriptive statistics, climate graphs, scale. 

• Engage in the field work process from data collection to report writing – students are introduced to the six stage process of report writing in 
Geography in term 2, when they complete a school environment project. This is then built on with a piece of year 7 fieldwork, which involves data 
collection and analysis in a river environment. 

• Progression to KS4 and KS5 –  
o What is Britain like – knowledge linked to OS map skills and an understanding of the country we live in is essential throughout KS3, 4 and 5. 
o My Place – the concepts learnt in my place are extended when studying Global cities in year 10 and urban and rural change in year 11. It is 

again built on in year 12 when focusing on changing places. 
o Extreme Environments – The knowledge gained in this unit are developed further when studying ecosystems and climate change in year 9 

and then again when studying natural hazards in year 12. 
o Geography of my stuff – the core themes of interdependence and globalization return in year 9 with climate change and water resource 

management, again in year 10 with global cities, in year 11 with global development issues and year 13 at a much higher level with global 
governance. 

o Weather and Biomes – links to climate change, ecosystems and water resource management in year 9, flooding, weather and climate in 
year 10 and natural hazards in year 12. 



o Rivers – rivers is studied as an explicit topic in GCSE and students very much build on the knowledge gained in KS3. 
 
 

 

Impact: 
 
GCSE uptake 
KS3 data 
Attendance at Geo Leaders 
Student voice 
 
 
 

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 
 

Term 6 
 

Unit of Study: 
What is Britain like?   
An introduction to the 
United Kingdom to 
include essential map 
skills and a focus on UK 
Geography and UK 
weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential knowledge: 

• The difference 
between GB, 
UK and BI. 

• Location 

Unit of Study: 
My Place  
Students develop a deep 
understanding of the 
local area and consider 
how it has changed over 
time. The unit then 
builds on the knowledge 
of place to introduce 
students to the fieldwork 
process.  
 
 
Essential knowledge: 

• Knowledge and 
understanding of 
place. 

• Insiders and 
outsiders. 

Unit of Study: 
Extreme Environments 
A study of mountain and 
desert environments. 
Building awe and wonder 
through enquiry 
questions about some of 
the world’s most 
fantastic places.   
 
 
 
 
Essential knowledge: 

• What is an 
extreme 
environment? 

Unit of Study: 
‘Geography of my stuff’  
Introduction to the 
meaning of globalisation 
and the spread of ideas, 
products and culture 
around the world. A distinct 
focus on outsourcing and 
the impacts large TNC’s 
have on people and the 
environment around the 
world. 
 
Essential knowledge: 

• Globalisation 

• Transnational 
Corporations and 
their impacts 

• Interdependence 

Unit of Study: 
Weather and Biomes 
Students investigate global 
weather patterns and some 
extreme weather events. 
Followed by an investigation 
into Rainforest and Desert 
Biomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential knowledge: 

• Types of rainfall 

• Biomes – locations 
and climate 

• Hurricanes 

• Tornadoes 

Unit of Study: 
Rivers 
What are the features of 
rivers and what causes 
river flooding? Who is 
impacted and how can it 
be managed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential knowledge: 
Water cycle 
Drainage basin 
Erosion 
Transportation 
Deposition 



• London’s place 
in the world 

• Mountain 
environments 
and weather. 

• Describing a 
route. 

 
 
 

• Types of land 
use 

• How Reading has 
changed over 
time. 

• 6 stages of a 
fieldwork 
investigation 

• location 
 

• Sahara/Everest 
location and 
climate. 

• Desert/mountain 
challenges and 
people (Bedouin) 

• Adaptation and 
examples. 

• UK mountains 

• Mountain 
Climate 

• Glaciers 

• Outsourcing 

• Ethical 
consumerism 

• High pressure and 
low pressure 

• UK air masses 

• Flooding – causes 
and consequences. 

Hard and soft 
engineering strategies. 
 

Named Assessment:  
Geography Baseline 
assessment 
 
What is Britain like 
exam (28 marks 
including elements of 
the knowledge and 
skills identified in this 
unit) - TRACKING 

Named Assessment:  
Fieldwork Write Up – 
to follow the 6 stages 
of a fieldwork report. 

Named Assessment:  
- Talk like and expert – 
summary lesson 
 
Formative assessment 

Named Assessment:  
Geography of my stuff 
exam (25 marks including 
elements of the 
knowledge and skills 
identified in this unit) - 
TRACKING 

Named Assessment:  
Formative assessment 

Named Assessment:  
Year 7 Exam (50 marks 
including elements of 
the knowledge and 
skills identified in this 
unit) - TRACKING 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term 
memory strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum 
Context/Primary learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term 
memory strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum 
Context/Primary learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term 
memory strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum 
Context/Primary learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term memory 
strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum Context/Primary 
learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term memory 
strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum Context/Primary 
learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Context 

Prior Learning being revisited/Long term 
memory strategies/Interleaving/Curriculum 
Context/Primary learning context 

Knowledge gained 
through: 
-Words into pictures 
-mind maps 
-quizzes 
-starter for 5 

Skills and cross 
curricular links 
-OS map skills (grid 
references, scale, 
symbols and 
direction) 

Skills and cross 
curricular links 
-Using historic maps 
-OS map skills 
-Land use mapping 
-Sketching 

Skills and cross 
curricular links 
-Climate graphs 
-Labels and 
annotations 
 

Skills and cross curricular 
links 
- Bar graphs 
- Descriptive statistics 

(means) 
- Interpreting cartoons 

Skills and cross curricular 
links 
- Climate graphs 
- Weather symbols 
 

Skills and cross 
curricular links 
- Data collection 

through fieldwork 
- Data presentation 

through fieldwork. 



 
-Talk like an expert 
describing a route. 
 
Maths – distance and 
scale. 
 

-Environmental 
surveys 
-Radar graphs 
-Bar graphs 
 
Art - sketching 

- Talk like and expert – 
summary lesson 

 
 
- Talk like and Expert – ‘A 

day in the life of a 
factory employee’ 

 

- River long and 
cross profiles 

Interleaving: Interleaving: Interleaving: Interleaving: 
 

- Describe location 
(scale, direction, 
place names) 

- Climate – rainfall 
and temp? Also 
Climate graphs. 

- Levels of 
development. 

- Understanding of: 
Social, Economic, 
Environmental 

Interleaving: Interleaving: 
 
 
 
 
 

PD (including 
SMSC/British 
Values/local needs)   
-Exploring the 
physical landscape of 
Britain. 
 
 
 

PD (including 
SMSC/British 
Values/local needs)   
-Building team work 
and data collection 
skills in fieldwork. 
. Developing a sense of 
place 
-Cultural 
understanding 

PD (including 
SMSC/British 
Values/local needs)   
- Understanding 

different ways of 
life. 

PD (including 
SMSC/British Values/local 
needs)   
-Workers’ rights at home 
and abroad. 
-Consumer responsibility 

PD (including 
SMSC/British Values/local 
needs)   
 
-Understanding British 
Weather. 
 

PD (including 
SMSC/British 
Values/local needs)   
Linking empathy to 
flood events. 
 

Careers 
 
TPE 
The Physical 
Environment. 
- Surveying 

Careers 
 
TBE 
The Built environment. 
- Planning and 

Construction 

Careers 
 
TPE 
The Physical 
Environment. 
- Hydrology 

Careers 
 
DGI 
Development and Global 
Issues. 

Careers 
 
TPE 
The Physical Environment. 
- Hydrology 
- Meteorology 

Careers 
 
TPE 
The Physical 
Environment. 
- Hydrology 



 

 

- Cartography 
– see PowerPoint for 
examples. 
 
 
 
 

- Landscape 
management 

- Transport planning 
 
– see PowerPoint for 
examples. 

- Hazard Response 
- Environmental 

Engineering 
– see PowerPoint for 
examples. 
 

- Government 
departments – e.g. 
Dfid. 

- NGOs 
- Charities 

- Hazard Response 
- Environmental 

Engineering 
– see PowerPoint for 
examples. 
 

- Hazard Response 
- Environmental 

Engineering 
– see PowerPoint for 
examples. 
 

Enrichment/Extra Curriculum: 
Geo Leaders Club 
Fieldwork 
 



 

 


