
 

 

A – Z Directory of Information 
What makes The Bulmershe School distinctive? 
 

• ‘This is a great school where pupil individuality is acknowledged and respected 

then nurtured and nourished to give them the opportunity to be the best they can 

be.’ Ofsted, 2017 

• ‘Parents, staff and pupils are rightly proud of The Bulmershe School. They 

recognise that it offers an aspirational yet caring community, where pupils are kept 

safe and their welfare matters greatly.’ Ofsted, 2017   

• The Bulmershe School is one where students make rapid progress. This, identified 

by Ofsted, is “based on outstanding teaching combined with high level of care for 

individual child”.  

Below is an A-Z of information that prospective parents frequently ask us about.  

Achievement 
 

• Our sixth form is ranked amongst the top 25% of schools nationally in terms of 
progress made by all learners  

• Students in Year 13 achieved A level grades at 46.8% A*-A and 73.7% at A*-B.  
• Our Level 3 BTEC outcomes graded at: Distinction* - Distinction were 45.8%, 

Distinction* - Merit were 79.2%.   
• 74% of Yr 11 students achieved a standard pass in English and Mathematics 

• 55% of Yr 11 students achieved a strong pass in English and Mathematics 

 
Admissions 

• In September 2022, we will welcome up to 240 students into Year 7. 

• Our 2021 cohort was comprised of students from 34 different primary schools. 

• We follow the Wokingham Borough Council admissions criteria. 

 
Aims 

• Exceptional Academic Progress 

• Exceptional breadth in learning, knowledge and enrichment 

• Rounded and ambitious learners 



 

 

• Exceptional staff knowledge, teaching and leadership 

• Investment in quality facilities, the school environment and management of 

resources. 

Behaviour 
Ofsted recognised that there is a “calm and purposeful atmosphere around the school. 
Pupils are courteous and helpful, and they welcome visitors and new pupils to their school. 
Pupils move around the site showing patience and respect to one another. They are 
sensible, good-humoured and polite”. Strong systems and structures, which are well 
established and consistently applied across the staff body, underpin our behavior policy 
which is based upon our school values. There is a focus on standards and high expectations 
in every lesson from the outset. Students are engaged and follow the instructions of the 
teacher, enabling everyone to learn effectively.  “Low level disruption is rare.” (Ofsted). We 
use praise and celebrate achievement as a method of building a positive community and 
ensuring continued high standards of behaviour are demonstrated inside and outside of the 
classroom.  
 
Catering 
Unlike most caterers, Cucina take a hands-on approach to ensure there is something on the 
menu for everyone. As educators, we want students to eat well. Our Executive Chefs run a 
three week menu cycle to ensure no day is ever the same. We have our own dedicated 
trained chef and all Cucina’s meals are cooked from ‘scratch’ starting with fresh ingredients. 
Food is served in our main canteen and in the snack shack. There is an exciting range of hot 
and cold food available at both morning break and lunchtime. At morning break, we offer a 
wide selection of freshly made baguettes, sandwiches and rolls, soup, hot pastries and a 
daily special. At lunchtime, the choices include a traditional style menu with a hot meal 
costing £2.40. Food choices are imaginative and varied, including an excellent range of 
vegetarian options. Jacket potatoes, a salad bar, a selection of freshly made baguettes, 
sandwiches, desserts, fresh fruit, and yoghurts are available throughout the year. Our 
catering team also run a breakfast club from 8.00am, during which students can buy a 
selection of breakfast items. We operate a cashless payment system that enables parents to 
see what food their child is buying every day, reduces queueing time and means that our 
students do not need to bring cash into school. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Class Sizes  
Tutor groups and most teaching groups in Year 7 will have approximately 26 students in 
them, although some classes may be smaller. Depending on the GCSE option subjects 
chosen from Year 10 onwards, the average class size is 26 but again some class sizes may be 
smaller. 
 
Clubs and activities  
We are very proud to be able to offer around 30 lunchtime and after school clubs. Subjects 
include: choir, chess, debating, public speaking, Geoleaders, Ecowarriors, science, art, 
creative writing, a range of sports and many more! All our clubs are free of charge. As a 
school we compete in a number of local and national competitions, including a wide range 
of sporting fixtures, public speaking and choir competitions as well as STEM challenges. 
 
Curriculum 
At The Bulmershe School we believe that all of our students are entitled to receive a broad 

and balanced curriculum that promotes their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 

development as well as preparing them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences in later life. We therefore provide an exciting curriculum with suitable breadth, 

depth and relevance so that our learners get the best start and are well prepared for the 

next stage in their education, training or employment. We have the highest expectations of 

all our students in all aspects of school life and we work hard to develop ambition and raise 

aspirations of every student.  

 

All subjects follow the National Curriculum as we recognise the quality of the material and 

the expertise of its authors. The core elements of the National Curriculum are modified to 

match the context of local need as well as address the needs of disadvantaged and minority 

groups. Subjects also cover a range of topics outside of the National Curriculum to enrich 

student knowledge and to develop cultural capital and appreciation of subjects beyond 

examination content. A wide range of extra-curricular opportunities (trips, clubs etc.) is 

open to all students. Cross curricular links are encouraged with all departments working 

together to give students the experience of cross-curricular links 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Facilities 
Over the past few years our local authority has invested in a state-of-the-art auditorium, 
including a professional gallery and viewing space, a suite of IT classrooms, new sixth form, 
independent study area and our dedicated inclusion centre.  
We were delighted that the Wokingham Borough Council agreed a further capital 
investment of £14 million for our Bulmershe campus, allowing for the development of new 
leisure centre including a 4 court sports hall, 6 lane 25 metre swimming pool, teaching pool 
with moveable floor, 2 dance studios, 75-piece gym and dedicated school changing rooms 
with a safeguarding access control system. Our school will have exclusive use of this 
fantastic facility during the school day.  
 
Languages   
We offer French and Spanish at all Key Stages. The majority of students in Year 7, 8 and 
9 will be taught both and they may then choose to continue to study that language at GCSE. 
We are very happy to support students who are fluent in other languages and wish to take 
qualifications in these – our EAL department have made arrangements to facilitate GCSE 
and A Level entries in Italian, German, Mandarin, Portuguese and Japanese.  
 
Leadership and Challenge  
In Year 9, to enrich students’ education, there is a leadership and challenge pathway where 
students are given the opportunity to gain external qualifications to enhance their CVs.  
Courses to choose from include Business and Economics, Mini Medics First Aid, Rookie 
Lifeguard, Photography, Duke of Edinburgh award, Google level 1 ICT certificate, Food 
Nutrition, Media Studies, Creative Writing and Sports Leaders. Leadership opportunities are 
also embedded from year 7 to year 13 to offer our students the opportunity to learn and 
develop autonomy and responsibility.  
 
Learning Resources 
The Library and Media Resource Centre at Bulmershe is dedicated to providing its students 
with comfortable spaces to study, fun and interesting books to read and digital resources to 
explore. Our aim is to encourage and celebrate reading for pleasure in order to foster a 
reading culture that enriches students’ academic and personal growth. Get involved with 
the book club, chess club and D&D club and enjoy browsing, borrowing, reading and 
relaxing before, after school and during break and lunches. The reading for pleasure library 
is open from 7.30am – 4.30pm Monday to Friday. You can keep up to date with the Library 
and MRC by following on Twitter and Instagram for the latest updates, news and book 



 

 

recommendations. You can find more information on the Library & MRC page on the School 
Website. 

 
Mission Statement 
‘Inspiring Potential, Achieving Together’ 
 
Music Lessons 
Every week Berkshire Maestros deliver the highest quality musical education, holding 
instrumental and singing lessons in our school. The instruments covered include voice, 
guitar, piano, drums, saxophone, cello.  
 
Ofsted  
Ofsted inspected the school in November 2017 and judged the school to be GOOD. Please 
visit our website to view our OFSTED report. 
 
Options  
Students choose their GCSE subjects at the end of Year 9. This enables us to provide a wide 
range of KS4 courses to meet the needs of all students.  
 
Pastoral Support  
The school prides itself on the pastoral care provided to students. We have a dedicated Lead 
Practitioner of Transition and two Transition Coordinators who offer a bespoke programme 
whilst working very closely with families to support and guide them in making the transition 
to secondary school. From Year 7 onwards (wherever possible) tutors, Heads of Year and 
Behaviour Leads move up through the school with the students, enabling strong 
relationships to be established. The school also has access to a counsellor, a careers adviser, 
an Educational Psychologist and a School Health Nurse, available to support students if 
applicable. 
 
Reports 
At The Bulmershe School we place strong emphasis on the involvement of parents and 
carers in their child’s education and in the life of the school. Regular contact is made 
through three academic progress and engagement reports received throughout the year.  
Parents are kept updated on their child’s engagement throughout the day via Sims app. 
 
School Council and Student Voice  
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We pride ourselves in welcoming what students have to say about their learning and their 
overall experience at school. Our Head Students carry out regular meetings with groups of 
students from each year group ‘school council representatives’ to find out their views and to 
discuss school related matters that are important to them. The School Council makes a real 
difference to the school involve all students in active citizenship. They also raise significant 
amounts for charity through non-uniform days and other events. 
 
Setting and streaming  
Students are taught in a mixture of mixed ability groups and sets during their time at the 
school. In general, the arrangements of groups is as follows: 
• Students are taught in mixed ability groups for all non-core subjects in Key Stage 3 and for 
their GCSE option subjects in Key Stage 4 
• In English and Maths students are taught in both ability and mixed ability groups in Key 
Stage 3 and 4.  
• In Science, students are taught in mostly mixed ability groups in Key Stage 3 and in ability 
sets at Key Stage 4 
 • Setting is fluid and students can move between sets, if appropriate 
 
Sixth form and pupil destinations 
The majority of our students stay on to The Bulmershe School Sixth Form after Year 11 to 
study A-Levels, and the others go to local colleges to undertake vocational courses. Usually, 
around 70% of Year 13 students go on to study at university with half of those studying at 
Russell Group universities. Our sixth form students enjoy bespoke facilities, such as a 
dedicated media centre, 6th form centre, library and access to the new multi-million-pound 
leisure centre.  
 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)  
The Learning Support team supports students from across all areas of SEND. We support 
students in lessons, during tutor time and social times (break and lunch) where needed and 
provide help with homework each day at lunch time and after school. Our team of Teaching 
Assistants are highly skilled in working with students with a range of different needs and 
abilities and are incredibly flexible at making adaptations where necessary. Our Specialist 
Assessor works with students and their families if investigations need to be taken with 
regard to possible access arrangements for GCSE and A Level exams. We work closely with 
outside agencies and a range of professionals to ensure that we are able to provide the best 
support possible for each individual. Further information about our SEND support can be 
found on our website.   



 

 

 
STEM Learning Enthuse Partnership 
The Bulmershe School leads a STEM Learning Enthuse Partnership #STEM999. 
The #STEM999 project is a unique collaboration between nine schools in Berkshire, 
determined to make a difference in young people’s lives.  
Nine schools collaborate, utilising nine specially developed programmes targeting transition 
from year 7 to Year 9 and year 9 to year 11.  
 
Therapy Dog 
We have invested in the pastoral care of our students through Buddy, our therapy dog, who 
students read to and go and see him if they are feeling anxious.  
 
Transport  
Several bus routes run to and from The Bulmershe School. These are both the Horseman 
coaches and Reading buses.  
 
Trips and visits  
We pride ourselves on the wide range of trips and visits that we offer to all year groups 
including language visits to France, skiing trips, football tours abroad, geography field work, 
history trips to Normandy Battlefields to learn more about WW1, theatre trips, residential 
trips and the fabulous opportunity to be part of World Challenge! Current financial support 
is provided for families who struggle to afford school visits. 
 
Uniform 
A full uniform list is available on our website. 
Uniform and the PE kit can be bought from Stevensons where you can find further details on 
the website.  
 
Vision  
The Bulmershe School is a vibrant, diverse and inclusive community which strives for its 
students to be happy, self-confident and aspirational learners and thinkers. Our values of 
“Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Safety” drive all that we do at The Bulmershe 
School. Therefore, our students move on from the school with the character and skills 
required for successful lifelong learning, alongside the possession of a deep sense of their 
individual responsibility towards others in society as a whole. 
 



 

 

Our teachers, by sharing their love of their subjects, are exceptional in the way that they 
challenge and inspire learners to be curious and self-motivating. Our broad, relevant and 
engaging curriculum builds social responsibility and a global perspective whilst students 
strive to achieve their academic potential. 
 
It is strengthened by an extensive range of enrichment opportunities which encourage 
participation and activity beyond the classroom which we hope will develop into lifelong 
passions. 
 
We pride ourselves on our caring reputation and are committed to the continuous and 
relentless pursuit of opportunities to enable all our students to achieve levels of 
responsibility, mutual respect and resilience within the safety and nurturing environment of 
our school community.  
 
Values 
We have the highest expectations of all our students in all aspects of school life and we 
work hard to develop these values in every student. Our core values clearly show how we 
expect all our students to conduct themselves throughout their time at The Bulmershe 
School. It is these values that will support our students in becoming equipped for life and 
ready and prepared for the journey ahead, once they leave The Bulmershe School.  
Our Values are: 

• Respect 
• Responsibility 
• Resilience 
• Safety 

These values are embedded throughout school life. We also actively promote these values 
consistently throughout the school year; in assemblies, lessons, tutor time and other extra-
curricular activities in order to support our students in being skilled in all four values. It is 
these core values that will enable Bulmershe School students to stand out from others and 
ensure that they make outstanding progress throughout their time here. 

 
Wellbeing  
We take student wellbeing very seriously at The Bulmershe School and have a dedicated 
student support team in the form of the Ivory Centre.  The team comprises of seven 



 

 

members of staff who are there to offer support and advice to our students during times of 
stress or worry. The inclusion team offer both 1-2-1 mentoring (which uses evidenced based 
ideas from Cognitive Behavioural Therapy) and group work support. The Ivory Centre is 
open to all students and referrals for support can be made by teachers, parents or students 
themselves.  
 


