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   Making Choices For The Future 

  



 

 

Welcome to Accelerated Reading (AR)  

At the Bulmershe School we not only engage students with our intellectually challenging 

and exciting English curriculum, but we also encourage independence right at the start of 

their academic journey with us. This has been achieved very successfully through our use 

of the Accelerated Reader programme.  

At the start of each Key Stage 3 lesson, students are given  the opportunity to complete 20 

minutes of private reading which we hope will help instil a love of reading and encourage  

our students to develop some independence through reading  at their own pace and level 

to unlock their potential for learning.     

What happens at KS3? 

Participating in the Accelerated Reading  provides our students with the opportunity  of a 

further 30 minutes of reading per week. Not only does this remind students that reading is 

not inextricably intertwined with English lessons, but studies also prove that a child who 

reads more, is more likely to achieve higher grades across the curriculum.  

The Accelerated Reader programme allows our students to see the progress they make 

with their reading, from their actual reading level to the amount of words they have read 

since September!  

As soon as they have read a book, they take an online quiz, and get immediate feedback. 

Our students respond well to this regular feedback and are motivated to make progress 

with their reading skills. Moreover, through the AR programme, we are able to monitor 

our students’ progress closely and provide timely interventions and further support when 

a student is struggling with their reading.   

Accelerated Reader 

Who will be our next word      

millionaire? 

Who will get their star on the 

wall of fame? 

https://www.arbookfind.com/  

          If you have any further questions contact: Head of English, Mrs A Dench, adench@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

https://www.arbookfind.com/


 

 

 
           Art  

Welcome to the Art Department 

Our Art curriculum provides students with opportunities to develop their skills using a 

range of media and materials. Students learn the skills of drawing, painting, printing,      

collage, textiles, 3D work and digital art and are given the opportunity to explore and    

evaluate different creative ideas. Students are introduced to a range of works and develop 

knowledge of artistic styles and vocabulary used in a variety of different cultures and by a 

range of artists and crafts people. The skills they acquire are applied to cross-curricular top-

ics, so students can use their art skills to reflect and explore concepts in greater depth, en-

abling them to utilise and understand the transferable skills gained in Art and Design and 

apply them successfully in other subject areas. We pride ourselves on the high standards 

and expectations we set for both ourselves and our students, proved by an excellent record 

of exam results. Many of our senior art students go on to art college and university founda-

tion courses and enjoy success in an art related field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens at KS3? 

We have designed the KS3 curriculum to explore a variety of different practices from differ-

ent historical contexts and cultures and including diverse practitioners of both canonical       

significance and also those that the students in our demographic can relate to in a number 

of ways. From wider society/culture, then personal identity and experience to personal 

feelings and imagination – our schemes of work progress from a more surface level          

approach of  expressing our everyday experiences to a much deeper philosophical and     

introverted level.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens beyond KS3? 

The Key Stage 4 curriculum is organised over three years and we offer GCSE Art, Craft and     

Design and GCSE Photography with 5 hours per fortnight allocated to these courses. The 

Key Stage 5 courses offered are A Level Fine Art and A Level Photography with 9 hours per 

fortnight.  

Our children make rapid progress throughout Key Stage 4 and 5, and do extremely well 

when compared with national and local results. We are proud that our grades at GCSE have 

consistently maintained a high level pass rate of 100% 9-5 since 2015/16 . GCSE               

Photography has maintained 100%  9-4 results since starting 2016. Similarly, the results for 

A Level Photography and Fine Art have maintained 100% A*-C grade since 2015. 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Our extra curricular programme is always being reviewed and updated to meet the needs 

of our students and we run an open door policy in the Art department. In the last few 

years we have offered a range of activities including, a thriving KS3 Art club that enters na-

tional Art competitions, trips to galleries as well as revision classes and homework support 

sessions. Our committed staff strive to ensure your child receives high quality teaching and 

learning, giving students an experience of art and design which enthuses and inspires them 

to be creative and successful students.  

              If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Art, Mr S Davis, sdavis@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 

Term 

We study the Key Stage 3 National curriculum over two years (year 7 and 8) 

working in mixed ability groups, 2 hours per fortnight. Below are topics covered 

over each term. 

Year 7
 

Autumn Ancient Vs Modern Cultures / Ceramics 

Spring Pop art and identity / Collage and Print  

Summer  Abstract Art and Colour theory / Painting and Creative writing  

Year 8
 

Autumn Book illustration / Mixed media  

Spring Dada / Photography and Collage  

Summer  Utopian/Dystopian Architecture / 3D construction and Paint 



Business and  

Economics 
Welcome to the Business and          

Economics  Department 

Business is everywhere - from the retailers 

where you shop, the banks you save with, 

the restaurants you eat in, the internet sites 

you use, to the places where your friends 

and family work.  Business Studies will teach you how these different organisations      

function.  It includes the study of Marketing, Human Resources, Operations, Finance and 

Enterprise. 

The Business Department is comprised of experienced, dedicated and knowledgeable 

teachers who use our well-resourced rooms to deliver interactive and  challenging les-

sons.   

Amongst other opportunities, students experience business first-hand whilst participating 

in Young Enterprise projects, the ICAA stock market challenge and  the ICMA Base/

Finance competition. The subject is very popular at Key Stages 4 and 5 with many stu-

dents leaving the school to study Business Studies and related subjects at university or to 

take up apprenticeships. 

 

Bulmershe students—winners of Henley Business Schools Stock 

Market Challenge 

Courses offered: 

GCSE Business (9-1) 

OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge           

National Certificate in              

Enterprise and Marketing  

A level Business 

OCR Cambridge Technical    

(level 2 and 3) 

              If you have any further questions contact: Head of Business, Mr D Norris, dnorris@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



 

Computing 

What happens at KS3? 

At KS3, the Computing and ICT department aims to develop a wholesome curriculum that 

complies with the KS3 National Curriculum for Computing as well as prepares students for 

KS4 Computer Science and ICT courses. Units of work have been carefully selected and    

prepared to provide valuable life skills and suitable preparation for KS4 work. Additionally, 

units of work have been structured and planned to inspire, enthuse and develop students’ 

interest in Computing as well as enhance their intellect.  

In Computing at Bulmershe, students are taught to: 

 Design and create flowcharts that model the model the state and behaviour of          
real-world problems and physical systems. 

 Understand 2 searching, 2 sorting and 1 compression algorithms.  

 Use programming to solve a variety of computational problems and use spreadsheet 
to collect, analyse and present data. 

 Understand binary arithmetic and data representation. 

 Understand the hardware and software components that make up the Computer    
System. 

 Create, reuse, revise and re-purpose digital assets and multimedia products for a    
specific audience and purpose. 

 Understand a range of ways to use digital technology responsibly, respectfully,           
securely and safely. 

Welcome to the Computing Department 

Computing is all around us, playing a huge part in how we study, work and relax. The     

Computing Department at Bulmershe continues to provide students with the opportunity 

to learn computing, programming and ICT skills that support their studies across all subject 

areas and prepare them for further studies and the workplace. 



Computing 

What happens beyond KS3? 

At KS4 we offer both Computer Science and ICT. KS4 Computer Science curriculum aims to 

develop students’ ability to understand and apply computational thinking strategies in ana-

lysing and solving computing problems. It develops logical reasoning, critical thinking, ana-

lytical skills and creativity.   At the end of KS4 our students will be ready for further studies 

in Computer Science and for entry into a professional career in Computing 

Our KS4 ICT curriculum prepares students for their OCR Cambridge National Certificate in 

Creative iMedia, and for further studies. It aims to develop students’ ability to plan, create 

and evaluate digital assets and artefacts. At the end of KS4, our students will be ready for 

further studies in ICT and for entry into a professional career in ICT and Media industries.  

At KS5 we also offer both Computer Science and ICT. Our KS5 Computer Science curriculum 

prepares students for the OCR A/L in Computer Science and for both further education and 

careers in the Computing industry. Similarly, our KS5 ICT curriculum prepares students for 

the OCR Cambridge National Extended Certificate Level 3 in IT and for either further         

education or employment.  

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Bulmershe School is lucky to be situated close to the Thames Valley Park, the “Silicon      

Valley” of the United Kingdom. As a department, we have a good link with Oracle          

Technology and Microsoft Inc., both with office complexes at Thames Valley Park. Our     

students have opportunities for learning and work experience at computing companies in 

Thames Valley Park. It is our aim to build and expand these relationships for the benefit of 

our students. Our links with local companies afford students the opportunity to see a clear 

link between our courses and careers.  

    If you have any  questions contact:  Head of Computing, Dr S Uwadiae, suwadiae@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Dance 

Welcome to the Dance Department 

The Dance Department prides itself on the high standards and expectations we set both 
ourselves and our students, proved by an excellent record of exam results where we        
believe in building an inclusive, supportive and creative environment for all. We are       
committed to providing an exciting and challenging curriculum that supports students in 
achieving their full potential in Dance. 

The Dance Department offers BTEC TECH awards in Performing Arts (Dance) to suit the 
strengths and interests of our students. The BTEC course explores the physical and         
technical demands of being a dancer, the creative aspects of choreography and analysis of 
professional works. 

BTEC TECH awards in Performing Arts (Dance) offers students the opportunity to explore 
dance as part of the Performing Arts industry. Students will develop an understanding of 
technique in contrasting styles, choreography, performance and dance analysis. The         
syllabus includes creating dance works, performing repertoire, training as a dancer 
through workshops and technique classes and analysing three contrasting professional 
dance works. Practical and theory is linked together through use of logbooks,              
presentations and reports. 

BTEC TECH awards in Performing Arts (Dance) allow students to build their understanding 
of dance, develop critical analysis skills and grow as a performer and artist. The course     
prepares learners for further progression in Dance and the Performing Arts; students who 
have completed these qualifications have successfully gained places at Kingston College, 
the University of Chichester and LABAN. 

The Dance Department offers and range of opportunities as further development and 
study support sessions/rehearsal spaces. 

If you have any further questions contact: Head of Faculty, Mrs K Whitmarsh, kwhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Design & Technology  

Welcome to the Design & Technology Department 

Our Design and Technology curriculum provides students with opportunities to develop 

specialist skills using a range of materials and processes suited to all areas within the       

Design and Technology framework. Students learn the importance of hygiene and safety 

before exploring skills in cooking, observation, modelling, basic machinery and finishing to 

design personal projects, refine creative ideas, and problem solve. In lessons, students 

learn the vocabulary and methods of real world designers by analysing existing products 

and understanding how developments are made to improve technology, before applying 

their understanding to their own products. Through evaluating their designs regularly     

students are able to utilise real world practices that can be transferred in cross-curricular 

and decision making situations. Our teachers pride themselves in setting clear expectations 

in  sharing their passion for their specialisms, and providing a clear and safe working              

environment for all students, which has led to a popular intake of KS4 students in our 

courses.  

 

What happens at KS3? 

We have designed a KS3 curriculum that explores a variety of different practices within a 

theme,  including skills within graphic, three dimensional and electronic products. Through           

following a clear design practice starting with researching cultural, moral and designer     

influences, students will be given opportunities to experience how design affects our         

technological world. Developing an awareness of the role of a young designer within our 

society and understanding the processes  involved in  developing products for the future. 

Our schemes of work  prepare  students to evaluate the technological the world around 

them analytically and inquisitively.  

 



Technology 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Art, Mr S Davis, sdavis@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Design & Technology  

 

Term 

We study the Key Stage 3 National curriculum over two years (year 7 and 8) 

working in mixed ability groups, 2 hours per fortnight. Below are topics covered 

over each term. 

Year 7
 

Autumn Food Hygiene and Food Practicals 

Spring Festival Poster / Food Menu 

Summer  Health and Safety Course / Window Display and Marketing  

Year 8
 

Autumn Superhero Character Design / Movie Poster 

Spring Logo Design / Mood-light project 

Summer  Merchandise Pewter Casting / Packaging 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens beyond KS3? 

The Key Stage 4 curriculum is organised over three years and we offer GCSE 3D Design and 

GCSE Graphic Communication with 5 hours per fortnight allocated to these courses.  

Student at Key Stage 4 develop independent learning skills to develop their knowledge of 

materials and medium to create personal and reflective outcomes that build on their 

strengths as individual designers and creators. Guided by our staff, they are given the         

opportunities to expand their range of tools and skills to prepare them for further              

education within the field of the arts.  

Opportunities  beyond the classroom  

There are many opportunities and cross curricular events that pupils can engage with      

outside of the classroom, including competitions, being subject ambassadors and attending  

workshop taught by our specialist teachers. In KS3 pupils have the opportunity to join our 

“F1 in Schools” team to compete against other district schools, or support within our     

Rocketeers and Santa Sleigh races as student ambassadors. At KS4, we have an open door 

policy to our students and provided them with afterschool support within their chosen 

GCSE course.  

Our committed staff aim to inspire and educate the young designers of the world to explore 

their creativity and curiosity within the Design and Technology fields, as well as understand 

our moral obligations as consumers to improve design for a better world future.  



Drama 

Welcome to the Drama Department 

Drama is a thriving, high achieving department that aims to build confidence, inspire    

creativity and build resilience in our students.  We believe that Drama provides a unique 

opportunity to develop the transferable communication and creative skills that are key to 

a students future success. Our broad and innovative curriculum encourages students to 

develop their cultural understanding of the world and explore the human experience 

through plays, poetry and performance.   

 

What happens at KS3? 

We have developed a unique KS3 drama curriculum that uses the history of drama, play 

scripts and a range of stimuli to engage students. Lessons encourage team work and       

encourage a high standard of communication and co-operation. Students use practical    

exploration to express their creativity and respond to the diverse themes that range from 

Shakespeare to teenage culture. Each topic develops performance and analytical skill 

whilst building key terms that are required at the higher levels,. In this way, all students    

improve their communication and confidence and those who opt for the subject have the 

experience and terminology required for GCSE study.  

“”Drama at Bulmershe is a fantastic experience,    

leaving you with confidence and a wide knowledge 

of the theatrical world.”  



Drama 

What happens beyond KS3? 

Drama is a popular option at GCSE where students at Bulmershe follow the Edexcel course 

and have an impressive results record . GCSE students enjoy a range of industry relevant 

experiences including workshops with a professional theatre company and hands-on        

design opportunities. 

Performance at A Level is excellent, with students going on to study a range of subjects      

including Drama, Law, and History at top universities. In recent years we have also          

supported a number of students to gain places at some of the most prestigious drama and 

musical theatre schools in the country including Bristol Old Vic and Italia Conte.     

Opportunities  beyond the classroom  

The Drama Department is constantly buzzing with students rehearsing and is busy all year 

round with extra-curricular activities. We offer a weekly KS3 drama club , tech club and 

regular GCSE and A-level support sessions.  In recent years, we have also taken students to 

The Edinburgh  Fringe and showcased work at The Reading Fringe. The school produces an 

annual Musical Production that is a huge scale event performed in the 400 seater theatre  

with all years performing in and technically supporting a professional standard production. 

              If you have any further questions contact: Head of Faculty, Mrs K Whitmarsh, kwhitmarsh@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

“Drama at Bulmershe is not only about 

learning but also being given the ability to 

grow as a person.”    



English 

Welcome to the English Department 

As English is often the basis of all that we do — both in and out of school —  we use a wide 
range of teaching and learning strategies to engage our students fully in their learning and 
develop their skills as effective   communicators, analytical thinkers and original, creative 
writers. We aim to instil a love of reading and empower our students to find their voice in 
writing. Our students are encouraged to be pro-active in their learning and to work with 
increasing independence and collaboratively to achieve their best.  The majority of our       
students secure, or exceed, their expected progress to gain excellent grades at GCSE and   
A-Level, sustaining our upward trajectory. 

 

What happens at KS3? 

At Key Stage 3 we offer a diverse, engaging and intellectually stimulating curriculum to   

develop higher order reading and critical thinking skills by opening up a world  of historical 

and philosophical content for our students.  We set our most able students but teach core 

and access students in mixed ability groups.   

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 7 Myths & 

Imaginative 

Writing 

Study of a 

Novel — 

Theme of  

Identity 

A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream 

The Novel or 

Play —Theme 

of Adventure 

or Conflict 

Performance 

Poetry  

Literary  

Heritage  

Novel 

Year 8 Dystopia War Poetry The Contemporary 

Novel—Theme of 

Valuing Ethnicity 

Shakespeare 

Study  -  

History or  

Transactional 

Writing 

Study of the 

Novel —  

Theme of Rites 

 

“We’re shaped by language, so 

studying its use and significance is 

both important and exciting.” 



English 

What happens beyond KS3? 

At Key Stage 4 our students study for the Edexcel GCSE  and are entered for both English 
Language and English Literature. Theses separate disciplines build on the students’ 
knowledge and understanding of the core skills taught at Key Stage 3. 
 
The GCSE courses form a natural progression to A Level where students can opt for the 
combined study of  English Language and Literature or  the single study of English             
Literature. We are a popular choice at A Level where our students  build on their GCSE    
successes to perform  within, or exceed, the top 25% nationally.  Many of our students   
proceed to top universities where they study English Literature or journalism or speech 
therapy. Some have returned to us as English teachers!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom 

We offer a range of enrichment activities which our students enjoy both in and out of 

school. Our students participate in a variety of writing competitions, including Mini-Sagas 

and Poetry. Last year a class of Year 7 students worked with a local novelist, reading and 

reviewing his work prior to its publication.  Our students have also enjoyed author visits 

and theatre trips. We have a Key Stage 3 Book Club where students share their reading and 

participate fully in shadowing the Kate Greenaway Award. Students have also participated 

very successfully in the Rotary Public Speaking Competition winning awards for the best 

speaker.  Our extra-curricular activities reflect the commitment of our staff to bringing out 

the best in all our students. 

               If you have any further questions contact: Head of English, Mrs A Dench, adench@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

“English is about creativity—not just in the  texts you 

read but how you respond, think and change is rela-

tion to them.” 

“Literature is about our living cultural ecosystem.: it’s 

still growing, developing and changing.” 



Geography 

Welcome to the Geography Department 

The aim of the Bulmershe Geography Department is to provide a broad and balanced      

curriculum, which prepares students to become both successful British and global citizens. 

In a time when so much of our political, economic and environmental decision making has 

a direct impact on real world places and the people and environments that share them, it 

is important for the next generation to be geographically literate. 

As a department, we aim to develop natural curiosity and empower students to weigh up        

evidence surrounding some of the world’s biggest dilemmas and draw conclusions. 

Throughout the curriculum both numeracy and literacy skills are given importance and    

students are encouraged to develop critical thinking skills alongside ‘real world maths’. 

What happens at KS3? 

We have created an engaging KS3 Geography curriculum giving students the chance to 
grapple with a range of human and physical geography topics. Students will gain a deep   
understanding of both their place and the lives of others from a range of places across the 
globe. This understanding is enhanced through fieldwork opportunities and a Geo Leaders 
Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 7 What is 
Britain 
like? 

My Place Extreme         
Environments 

Geography 
of My Stuff 

Weather 
and Biomes 

Rivers 

Year 8 Risky      
Places 

Global                
Superpowers 

Blood             
Diamonds 

Megacities Dynamic 
Coasts 

Global      
Issues 

Geography is always really interesting 
and helps me understand the world 

around me.”  



Geography 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Geography , Mr D Tomala, dtomala@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

What happens beyond KS3? 

For GCSE we offer the EDUQAS Geography B GCSE course. As a course it offers students 
the chance to build on the content learnt at KS3 as well as further developing their           
geographical horizons. There is also a focus on fieldwork and problem solving which        
enhances the student experience. Students tend to do well in their Geography GCSE with 
the number of students achieving top grades improving year on year over the last three 
years. 

 

The GCSE course is naturally the building blocks for Geography A Level study, where we     
offer the AQA course. Performances on A Level courses are strong with many students     
going to top universities. 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Our extra-curricular programme is always being reviewed and updated. In the last few 
years we have offered: a focused Geo-leaders club; residential trip to Calshot; Marwell Zoo 
investigation; Rivers fieldwork and a Climate Conference whilst at the same time            
continuing to offer revision sessions. Ultimately, the Geography staff are very passionate 
about their subject and are dedicated to supporting your child with their learning and                  
development.            

 

 

“Geography helps me to see things differently” 



History 

Welcome to the History Department 

The Bulmershe History Department inspires students to investigate the historical              

processes, events and figures that have shaped the world around them. As a result of      

studying History, Bulmershe students develop an understanding of Britain’s role in the     

wider world and are able to use this knowledge to actively engage in society they are in.  

As well as empowering students with knowledge, the department challenges students to 

develop as learners, allowing them to question, analyse and reason in on-going historical 

debates. 

What happens at KS3? 

The History curriculum allows students to learn about societies throughout a variety of 
time periods and locations. The variety on offer means students are very positive about 
the curriculum, as they move through diverse and intriguing topics. Students will learn 
about the changing themes of power, religion and protest, as well as studying places from 
different continents, right through to Reading’s experience of worldwide events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Y7 Y8 

1 Medieval Britain 

West African society, the      

trans-Atlantic slave trade & its 

impact 

2 
Britain & the wider Medieval 

world 
WW1 and the role of women 

3 Tudors USA and the USSR in the 1920s 

4 Stuarts WW2 

5 Industrial Revolution The Holocaust 

6 Britain’s changing role 20th Century South Africa 



History 

What happens beyond KS3? 

History is very popular choice at GCSE for Bulmershe students. Our GCSE continues and 
furthers the development of historical skills woven throughout KS3. Coherent links are 
made between the key stages to support students in their study, for example students’ 
GCSE study of the Cold War is underpinned by their knowledge of the global Superpowers 
taught in Y8. Students are well supported at GCSE to achieve their potential. 

Beyond GCSE, students studying a highly regarded History A-Level will encounter a diverse 
range of content, taught by experts in their fields. Students are also given the opportunity 
to choose their own coursework topic from a period that interests them which is excellent 
preparation for undergraduate study of any kind. 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Our extra-curricular programme is being continually developed. History is a subject in 
which student learning is significantly enhanced by the opportunities offered. At KS3       
students will have opportunities to visit Ufton Court and an overnight trip to WW1           
battlefields of France and Belgium. The department also offers trips to Hampton Court, the      
National Archives and Westminster Abbey. Students are also invited to participate in the 
department’s developing clubs and Y7 students will have an opportunity to create an       
historically accurate model for the Wickens Castle Competition. 

 

 

              If you have any further questions contact:  Head of History, Mr A Kydd, akydd@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Leadership and 

 Challenge 
Mini Medics First Aid Qualification 

We would like to offer your child an unique opportunity to gain their Mini Medics First 
Aid qualification at The Bulmershe School .  
 
What is this qualification? Mini Medics is an introduction to First Aid and                     
Defibrillation. The course is taught through both theory and practical lessons to instil the            
importance of helping someone who is poorly or injured. 
 
What will students study? Legalities, responsibilities and reporting • Resuscitation and 

AED awareness • Assessment of the situation • Dealing with an unresponsive casualty • 

Bandaging • Shock (including Anaphylaxis) • Fractures and spinal injuries • Heart 

attacks • Choking • Control of bleeding • Head injuries • Eye injuries • Poisoning • Chest 

injuries • Sprains and strains  • Burns • Asthma • Diabetes • Epilepsy • Stroke 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award 

The Duke of Edinburgh is a widely acknowledged award that encourages students to 

complete a number of 'sections' towards the bronze certificate. In school, students will 

be taught a range of classroom and practical skills based on the expedition section.  In 

order to gain the Bronze accreditation students will be required to go away on two        

expeditions each lasting 2 days and camping overnight.  

The other sections that they will be required to complete, some of which will be in their 

own time, include a physical, volunteering and skill section. More information about 

these sections and the award can be found at www.dofe.org. 

http://www.dofe.org


Leadership and 

 Challenge 
Food—Introduction to Cooking  

 
The introduction to cooking is an exciting new course that allows students to learn those        

essential life skills. They will have the opportunity to learn how to cook with confidence 

and those fundamental skills such as chopping, slicing and dicing. Students will make a 

number of delicious meals that they can share with their family and friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Google Level 1 ICT Certificate  
 

This option is for students to develop their skills with Google products to gain a level 1    

certificate for educators which is a recognised industry qualification. Students will gain    

advanced knowledge of a wide range of Google apps and tools. Students will improve their 

use of technology to support them with their school work and become qualified to teach 

others. 

 

 

 



Leadership and 

 Challenge 
Sports Leaders  

Develop confident, healthy leaders through sport and physical activity 
 

This option is for students to gain a qualification in Sports Leadership where they will learn 

and demonstrate important life skills such as effective communication and organisation 

whilst learning to lead basic physical activities to younger people, their peers, older gener-

ations and within the community.  

Once qualified, students will be able to assist in the delivery of enjoyable and purposeful 

sport or physical activity sessions under direct supervision. Students will learn how to 

plan, deliver and review a structured sport / physical activity session and be educated how 

to assist in the delivery of a sport / physical activity session 

 

Rookie Lifeguard Qualification  
 
We would like to offer you a child an unique opportunity for them to gain their Rookie   
Lifeguard qualification at The Bulmershe School.  
 
What is this qualification?  
The Royal Life Saving Society is the leading provider for water safety education, rescue 
techniques and resuscitation and has developed the Rookie Lifeguard awards programme. 
Rookie has 3 stages – Bronze, Silver and Gold with each stage being split into three mod-
ules including both land and water based learning. With successful completion of each 
stage your child will be awarded a certificate and badge to replicate each stage.  
 
What can this qualification lead onto in the future? 
The NPLQ which is the most awarded lifeguard qualification in the United Kingdom. On 
successful completion of this course, you will be fully qualified to work as a pool lifeguard. 
 

 

 



Leadership and 

 Challenge 
Young Enterprise  

 

Young Enterprise at The Bulmershe School is an exciting new course that allows students 

to discover how the world of work is brought to life. Students will work as a team to set up 

their own business. Students will learn about employability, how to develop employability 

skills and develop financial literacy. This opportunity will raise their aspirations and          

discover their talent, potential and ambitions.  

 

 

 
 

 

 



Maths 

Welcome to the Maths Department 

Mathematics is an effective way of building mental discipline and it encourages logical         

reasoning and mental rigor. Additionally, mathematical knowledge plays a crucial role         

in understanding the contents of other subjects such as science, social studies, and even 

music and art.  

The Bulmershe School Maths Department is well-resourced with the latest interactive    

technology. We use a variety of teaching methods to appeal to students with different 

learning styles, which aim to motivate and engage students in their Maths lessons. 

We use a range of assessment techniques including mini whiteboards, self- and               

peer-assessment, online diagnostic packages, as well as our own in-house exam analysis 

reports.  Students are encouraged to ask questions and discuss their ideas during lessons.  

Students are given homework once a week and are expected to regularly reflect on their 

own learning and, together with their teacher, set themselves targets to support progress. 

As a result of hard work of our Maths teachers, we have been able to deliver excellent       

results in both GCSE and A-Levels.  

 

What happens at KS3? 

At KS3 students follow the National Curriculum, but there is greater emphasis places on 

Number and Algebra skills. Our curriculum allows for frequent revision and consolidation 

of topics.   

There are many enrichment activities spread throughout the year, in which students focus 

on functional skills and aim to apply their skills in all lessons and in the tracking tests.  

In Year 7, students are initially placed in sets based on their KS2 results. The sets are        

reviewed after students complete our own baseline test to ensure they have been placed 

in the correct set. Students are regularly assessed throughout the year, ensuring that there 

is a flexibility to move between sets. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

              If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Maths , Mr T Hussain, thussain@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

What happens beyond KS3? 

Along with GCSE Maths, we offer GCSE Statistics as one of the options in Year 9 to higher 
ability students. GCSE Statistics is a one of the popular options. It offers mathematically 
able students another subject to excel in and to develop unique skills such as reading,        
representing and interpreting data, and probability.  
 
We offer A Level Maths and Further Maths in sixth form. Both of these subjects are very 
popular with students.  
 
The students who complete A-Levels in Maths or Further Maths often go onto study Pure 
Maths, Engineering, Physics or other Maths related courses at universities.    
 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Pupils are encouraged to engage with Mathematics in a variety of ways: 

 Our Gifted and Talented Students are entered for the UK Maths Challenge. This is      

recognised nationally and students can achieve a gold, silver or bronze certificate. 

 Sixth Formers help mentor students in Years 7 and 8 to improve numeracy and           

algebraic skills, complete homework, and make expected progress. 

 We run Maths intervention groups after school as well as lunchtime activities.  

 

 

http://www.elajou.com.sa/images/office/calculators.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Maths 

 Simon Singh 

These students are taught by our very experienced, specialist and talented Maths        

teachers in the department. The students are presented with much more challenging and 

advanced Maths throughout the year.  

Simon Singh, MBE is a British popular science author whose works largely contain a strong 

mathematical element. His written works include Fermat's Last Theorem, The Code Book, 

Big Bang, Trick or Treatment?  

Simon Singh is working with over ten schools altogether across the country. The Bulmershe 

School is working very closely with Simon Singh and through his support, we have set up a 

Top Top Set (TTS) in Year 7, Year 8 ,Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11. In this set we select the 

ablest Mathematicians based on their CATS results and also their KS2 data.  

These are some of what our students who are currently in the TTS have to say: 

“It is definitely very hard  but not impossible to do” 

“I am always challenged which I find very exciting”  

“Now I never get bored because there is always something new to learn”  

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Maths       Mr T Hussain      thussain@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 
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Media 

Welcome to the Media Department 

 We live in a Media rich society—elements of the media are all around us: from         

newspapers to films, video games to apps—exposure to the Media is inescapable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the world around us: 

Media Studies nurtures an analytical and critical mind-set in its students. Studying the way 

in which young people are represented encourages students to reflect upon not only their 

own identities but also the public and media perceptions of them. Analysing  techniques 

used in advertising encourages independent thought and an awareness of   persuasive 

techniques, whilst comparing newspaper articles highlights institutional bias and narrative 

manipulation. 

Throughout their studies students will be exposed to a wide range of media texts  that     

encourage and challenge them to consider the wide reaching effects of the industry.    

Learners will have the opportunity to compare media products from a range of time         

periods, producers and platforms and be encouraged to consider the reasons for their    

various designs, stereotypes and constructions. 

Some examples of set texts include: 

 Film Posters—James Bond 

 Music videos—Bruno 

Mars, Taylor Swift 

 Videogames—Fortnite, 

 Magazines—GQ, Pride, 

Vogue 

 TV —The IT Crowd, Friends 

 Newspapers—The Sun, 

The Guardian 

 Radio—The Archers 

 Online—Zoella, 

 Advertising—Tide, Quality 

Street 

 

Media Studies at The Bulmershe School ensures that our students 

not only understand the workings and conventions  of this            

fascinating and ever changing industry, but also provides them 

with the opportunity to become creators and producers of their 

very own media content. 



Media 

Getting Creative: 

Throughout their studies, students are also given multiple opportunities to not only         

discuss, and analyse current media texts, but to  actually apply their learning in a practical 

and  creative way.  

Over the course of their studies, students will try their hands at designing magazines and 

newspapers; recording, editing and publishing music videos; planning and directing their 

own film trailers and even constructing new websites and blogs are all integral parts of the 

subject. Whether they are a seasoned Photoshop user, or a complete editing beginner, the 

Media Studies department ensures that students learn the skills necessary to create         

exciting, effective and professional looking products of their very own. 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Media, Mr C Mooney, cmooney@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Key areas of study include: 

 Advertising and Marketing strategies 

 The Film Industry and Production 

 How Media products are funded and how 

they ensure profit 

 How specific audiences are targeted 

 The various ways in which particular 

groups are stereotyped and represented 

 The influence of online media on           

traditional media products 

 How to research, plan and create your 

own media products. 

Students on the Warner Bros. Studio Tour 

Media Studies at Bulmershe aims to ensure that all students can  fully comprehend the 

ways in which they are constantly affected by the media they engage with daily, creating 

young people that are critical, creative and engaged with the world around them. 



 Modern Foreign 

Languages 
Welcome to the Modern Foreign Languages Department 

The ability to speak a foreign language gives students the chance to broaden their horizons.         

It shows a willingness to embrace the multiculturalism of our society and will serve them 

well in both their working and personal lives. Studying MFL develops students’ appreciation 

of a different language and culture and provides them with the functional skills to             

communicate abroad. They become equipped with the vocabulary and structures to handle 

real-life speaking scenarios, such as ordering in a restaurant and explaining health              

problems in a pharmacy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens at KS3? 

All students study French and Spanish in Years 7 and 8, studying each language for one 

hour each per week. Games and songs are introduced to make the learning process          

enjoyable. Students develop reading, writing, listening and speaking skills and gain an     

insight into French and Spanish culture through topics including free time and technology.  

They deepen their grammatical knowledge so they can describe events in more than one 

time frame. A through grounding is also given in grammar. GCSE exam techniques are used 

throughout the year in half termly assessment, so student can understand the demands 

and requirements of what to expect at KS4. Students then have the opportunity of       

studying either one or both languages at KS4.  



 

 

Auditorium 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 
What happens beyond KS3? 

At KS4, students have 5 lessons over a 2 week cycle. The uptake for GCSE languages is 

consistently positive, with, on average, 4 classes in each of the year groups at KS4. Native 

speakers have the opportunity to be entered early for GCSE. Students wishing to do a 

GCSE in their community language can do so via the EAL department. To make our     

teaching as effective as possible, all classrooms are equipped with interactive             

whiteboards. 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

 Yr7: Day trip to France / KS3 Language Club (French and Spanish). 

 Yr8: KS3 Language Club (French and Spanish). 

 Yr9: Language Ambassadors (French and Spanish) / Mini residential trip to       

Northern France. 

 Yr10: short residential trip to Northern France. 

 Yr11: Revision workshops (French and Spanish). 

 Sixth form: students studying French or Spanish for A level help mentor students in 

Yrs7-11 as part of their link work and this benefits both parties. 

 Over half of students who study A level languages, go on to further study at        

university. 

 Yrs7-10 top sets in French take part in an exchange of penfriend letters, which 

helps with extended writing. 

 We are currently looking to set up a penfriend link with Spain and also a short trip 

(numbers and cost permitting). 

 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of MFL , Mrs C Ellis cellis@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Music 

What happens at KS3? 

Our KS3 music course has been created to give children exposure to the three key            

elements of music that they will be expected to develop further if they are to continue 

their music-making at KS4 and beyond; namely, Performance, Composition and              

Musicology. Unlike many curriculums nationally, our music course has been designed not 

to sample discrete units but rather to be progressive and skills based. Each term includes 

both a performance and a composition project and each includes a written assessment to 

evaluate retention of key concepts and vocabulary introduced practically. 

At the beginning of year 7, students are expected to begin composing immediately with 

virtually no technical pre-requisites. The initial focus is on engaging the imagination and 

overcoming fear associated with a creative subject in which outcomes are, by definition, 

not known at the outset! Gradually, concepts are introduced - based on the eight musical 

elements - that can be used to develop larger scale pieces of music. 

               

 

Welcome to the Music Department 

Active music making is the “mental equivalent of a full body workout contributing towards 

a host of transferable skills and aptitudes that contribute to improved mental wellbeing 

and social, academic and commercial success.” Although the U.K. creative industry is        

significant and growing, the “soft” skills associated with the arts as a whole - and music 

specifically - are perhaps those most valued by today’s fast paced technology and            

information companies. 

The aims of the music department are varied. We aim for our students to improve confi-

dence as performers, experience mental discipline involved in learning to play a musical 

instrument and begin to recognise the value of a shared musical heritage and its interrela-

tionship with culture.  



Music 

What happens beyond KS3? 

Music qualifications post KS3 require a serious commitment of time and energy. Specialism 

tends to happen post KS5. At KS4 and 5, therefore, we continue to develop skills in all three 

aforementioned areas: composing, performing and analysing music. However, the teaching 

becomes more individualised. Over the past year in particular, we developed a number of 

alternative "learning paths" designed to meet the broad musical assessment criteria whilst 

leveraging student strengths. All of our students who opt to pursue music beyond KS3 are 

offered regular 1:1 tutorials. 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Music, Mr A Mungall, amungall@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

In addition to a diverse curriculum of lessons, we  also encourage and offer a list of activities 

and clubs which  include:   

 Musical Theatre; 

 Three choirs;  

 Several instrumental groups (some hosted by Berkshire Maestros based in the music 

department) 

There are lots of opportunities for our students to perform to friends and family, either in a 

quiet formal setting or during one of the less daunting, informal concerts held regularly   

during the year. We have a strong link with the school’s drama department which gives us 

the opportunity to work together on whole school musicals. Recent collaborations include: 

Grease, Little Shop of Horrors, Billy Elliot, Sweeney Todd and a World premier of That        

Emperor’s Fool at the Edinburgh Fringe.   



 

Physical Education 

Welcome to the Physical Education Department 

 

What happens at KS3? 

Due to the number of fantastic facilities including the GOALS complex and the newly        

rebuilt Bulmershe Leisure Centre and swimming pool, we have at the school, we offer a 

breadth of different sports over a 5 / 6 week rotation.  We hope that within those activities 

our students find at least one that they want to explore further.  Sports covered in KS3        

include: cross country, rugby, football, netball, basketball, gymnastics, swimming, handball, 

tennis, table tennis, softball and rounders.  Students receive five hours of PE over the two 

week timetable. 

We have a large and experienced physical education department that aims to raise           

standards in PE and Sport for all students across the ability range, leading to whole school 

improvement.  Specialist status has brought many exciting sporting opportunities and      

experiences for our students offering unique opportunities for all to develop their sporting 

talent and potential within a broad and balanced curriculum that places great emphasis on 

the development of the whole child.   Not only do we look at the physical side of PE, but 

we also focus on the social, cognitive, spiritual and mental side of PE so that students             

understand the importance of a healthy active lifestyle. 



Physical Education 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of PE, Mr S Bradbury, sbradbury@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

What happens beyond KS3? 

PE is a very popular subject with the students and we have a number of classes at KS4.  

We currently offer AQA GCSE PE and Cambridge National in Sports Studies. As a               

department we are fortunate to have two members of staff that work for AQA on the 

practical aspect of the course which benefits our students extensively.  At KS5 we currently 

offer a Level 3 BTEC Extended Certificate in Sport but have also run A Level PE in previous 

years. 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

We offer an extensive extra curricular programme that includes clubs and activities          

before , during (at lunchtime) and after school.  We regularly play fixtures in both the East 

Berks Leagues and Reading Leagues as well as countywide in sports such as cross country, 

netball, basketball, football, rugby, handball, athletics and rounders.  We have a sports 

council that meets once a half term to discuss all things PE and have approximately 100 

students each year that act as Sports Leaders for local primary school events.  We also   

value the importance of sporting trips and tours with the most recent being a football tour 

to Lisbon, Portugal. 
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 Religious Studies 

Welcome to the Religious Studies Department 

Religious Studies enables students to gain a knowledge and understanding of a range of 

religions and world views and to use that knowledge to engage in informed and balanced 

discussions about religions and beliefs. In addition to learning about religions and 

worldviews, Religious Studies offers students the chance to develop spiritually, morally, 

socially and culturally and to reflect on their own beliefs, and develop the ability to         

understand and appreciate the many attitudes and opinions they will encounter in the    

future. 

 

Students will learn about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, express 

ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and world views 

What happens at KS3? 

Topics studied in Year 7 are: 

 Introduction to Religious Studies, considering what is meant by religion and the        

impact it has on believers’ lives.  Within this topic, students also consider ‘Ultimate 

Questions’ such as ‘Is there a God?’. 

 Creation, looking at how it all began both religious and non-religious views.   

 Religious Founders, looking at how the major world religions started. 

 Spirituality, covering different ways that people can understand and explore              

spirituality through different mediums.  

 Religious Buildings and their purpose. 

Topics studied in Year 8 are: 

 Festivals and their meaning. 

 Religious Attitudes to Evil and Suffering 

 Religious Attitudes to Medial Ethics 

 Immortality 

 Inspirational Figures 

 

“I found it really interesting, looking at 

how different religions viewed problems 

that often caused for questioning on how 

moral these opinions were.  As well as 

this, medical ethics interested me           

because it caused lots of questioning of 

opinions that I believed were steadfast. 

The diversity of each different argument 

also interested me” 



Religious Studies 

What happens beyond KS3? 

Students can opt to take GCSE Religious Studies when they 

choose their options in Year 8. 

The GCSE consists of two papers where students will study 

two religions in depth and a range of ethical and                       

philosophical topics over the 3 years. 

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

The Religious Studies extra-curricular programme is        

regularly reviewed and added to, to meet the needs of the 

students.  We have offered a range of things such as:             

philosophical debating club; visits to local places of        

worship and visits to the V & A Museum.  We also have 

regular visits from the local group, RE Inspired. 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of R.S, Miss E O’Reilly , eoreilly@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

“I enjoyed the Festivals topic because I liked       

learning about how and why religions celebrate 

certain festivals.  You learnt about the reasons for 

celebrations in religion in the good times and the 

bad and how that celebration is a form of              

remembrance” 

“I like lots of different architectural styles and it was interesting learning 

about lots of different religious buildings that I didn't know about” 



Science 

Welcome to the Science Department 

We have a large and dynamic science department that engages and stimulates scientific 

thinking. As science is the study of everything, we want our students to understand the   

importance of science and develop evaluative, investigative and analytical skills, as well as 

scientific knowledge that our students can use for the rest of their lives.  

 

What happens at KS3? 

We have created an engaging KS3 science curriculum, dividing the National Curriculum into 

18 different topics. Themes within the topics are revisited, revised and subject knowledge 

is built upon at each stage ensuring that students are GCSE ready in Year 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Biology Chemistry Physics 

Year 7
 

Autumn Cells and reproduction 
Atoms, Elements and com-

pounds 
Energy and Electricity 

Spring Nutrition and Digestion Periodic Table Basic Forces 

Summer  Ecology Earth and Atmosphere Space and Gravity 

Year 8
 

Autumn Life of Plants Chemical reactions Waves, light and Sound 

Spring Health and Fitness Pure and Impure substances Energy Stores and Transfers 

Summer  Genetics and Evolution Materials Further Forces 

“My science lessons are the best because 

my teachers make it fun and explain 

things clearly” 



Science 

What happens beyond KS3? 

We offer both AQA separate sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and Combined       

Science (trilogy) at GCSE to suit the needs of our students. Decisions about which pathway 

is not confirmed until the end of Year 10, ensuring that with our long experience in           

delivering these science courses results in students gaining the best possible grades for 

them. 

Performance on A Level courses is strong with many students going to top universities with 

approximately a third of grades over the last three years being at A* or A grade.  

A vocational course, BTEC Level 3 Applied Science, is also offered to students unsuited to     

following an A Level pathway.  100% of students pass all Science Level 3 courses.  

 

Opportunities beyond the classroom  

Our extra curricular programme is always being reviewed and updated. In the last few 

years we have offered: a thriving science club; residential trip to Cern Switzerland; AWE 

mentoring programme for GCSE students; Marwell Zoo conference; Stem Workshops;      

Science Live and countless revision classes and homework support sessions.  

Our Science staff are dedicated to supporting your child throughout their learning,           

developing strong relationships and empowering them to take responsibility for their 

achievements and success.  
“Science lessons are fun and I do well because 

my teachers care about my grades and give me 

help whenever I want it.”   

If you have any further questions contact: Head of Science, Mr G Burrows, gburrows@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Personal  Development 

 

Through our Personal Development provision we: 

 Enable students to develop their self-knowledge,                    

 self-esteem and self-confidence. 

 Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to 

 respect the civil and criminal law of Britain. 

 Encourage students to accept responsibility for their 

 behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how 

 they can contribute positively to the lives of those 

 living and working in the locality of the school and 

 to society more widely. 

 Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge 

 of and respect for public institutions and services in 

 Britain. 

 Further tolerance and harmony between different   

 cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire 

 an appreciation of and respect their own and other 

 cultures. 

 Encourage respect for democracy and support for  

 participation in the democratic processes, including 

 respect on the basis on which the law is made and 

 applied in Britain. 

Personal Development                   

and Enrichment                     

Opportunities are provided 

through: 

 SMSC  and  the tutorial 

programme. 

 The Cross Curricular          

programme. 

 Assemblies. 

 Outdoor Education,        

including school camp. 

 Work Experience and  

Careers 

Personal Development at The Bulmershe School is the fundamental foundation for           

preparing our students for a healthy and positive life experiences throughout their time at 

school and into adult life. This is not a separate subject that is taught explicitly but it is      

present in our new tutorial programme and also aspects are taught within lessons and 

demonstrated in behaviour in school. Included in Personal Development is the opportunity 

for all students to develop their understanding of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural        

aspects of modern living including British Values. 



Personal Development 

 

‘ 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect 

Achievement 

Delegation 

Determination 

Leadership 

Planning 

Commitment 

Care 

Cooperation 

Efficiency 

Interpersonal Skills 

Equality 

Urgency 

Perseverance 

Patience 

Enrichment promotes all of the following  

personal qualities:  

Further photographs of this can be 

found in our Gallery on the school 

website. Year 7 & 8 Bushcraft Camp 

Students in Year 7 & 8 have the opportunity to 

attend our school Bushcraft camp. 

Our Bushcraft camp is for one school week and     

students get the chance to learn new skills and   

participate in Bushcraft activities such as shelter 

building. They may even decide to sleep in it! 

                     If you have any further questions contact:        Mr A Hulley        ahulley@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



Social Sciences 

 

‘ 

 

Welcome to the Social Sciences Department 

Psychology has been defined as the ‘science of mind and behavior’ and is a popular           

subject in the Sixth Form.  Essentially, psychology is all about people.  We are all amateur 

psychologists; every time we try and work out why someone acted the way they did or try 

to predict how someone might behave or react we are using psychology. The course tries 

to find answers to some of these questions by investigating them in a more scientific  

manner.  

 

 

 

 

 

Criminology  investigates  different types of crime, various theories of why people        

commit  crime and how the justice system works, including effectiveness of sending       

criminals to prison.  An understanding of criminology is relevant to many jobs within the 

criminal justice sector, including probation officers, prison officers, police officers, social 

workers and youth workers. 

 

Course offered: 

Psychology A Level 

Level 3 Diploma Criminology   

 

If you have any further questions contact:  Head of Social Sciences, Dr N Jigounova, njigounova@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



The Bulmershe School, Woodlands Avenue, 

 Woodley, Reading, Berkshire, RG5 3EU 

 

Tel: 0118 935 3353      
Web: www.thebulmersheschool.com 

ACHIEVING TOGETHER 

INSPIRING POTENTIAL 


