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Why should I choose Art, Craft and Design?

Why study Art, Craft and Design?

The creative industries in the UK are world class and make an 
important contribution to our exceptional British culture and 
economy. They are fast developing and continually expanding in 
the UK, being the largest creative sector in Europe.  

Studying Art and Design at GCSE will open up multiple pathways 
into the exciting dynamic careers such as animation, 
advertisement, freelance artist, computer games, design, film and 
video, music, the performing arts, publishing, software as well as 
TV and radio. 

It will expand your creativity and imagination. Possibilities for 
personal expression are endless with opportunities to work with 
a wide range of media and build up your own artistic skills pallet. 
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Course Requirements?

Student Profile: 

This course is ideally suited to students who have a genuine 
passion in the subject, commitment, willingness to learn and 
experiment. These are essential ingredients for success in 
this subject. 

Equipment needed: 

The Art department provides students with a range of 
materials and equipment to successfully complete their 
course in class.  However to be fully equipped for homework 
it is recommended that additional items are purchased from 
an equipment list handed out at the start of the course.
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What will I learn? – Units and Topics

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

What skills will you learn? 

You will study:

• •A series of set projects using a variety of different 
techniques including fine art drawing and painting, 
graphic design and photography , print-making, 
printed and stitched textiles, pottery and sculpture 
work.  Freedom of choice will be encouraged to allow 
the development of individual style and technique, 
but the portfolio handed in for examination must 
cover a broad range of approaches.

• •The work of artists and designers, both from the 
past and the present, learning how to analyse and 
evaluate their art work through critical and 
contextual writing relating to your own outcomes, 
will form a part of the course.

• •How to produce preparatory drawings and designs 
showing your research, development and refinement 
process, learning how to present these to be entered 
in the portfolio and examination piece at the end of 
the course.

How will it fit in with your other subjects? 

Studying art and design helps to create a broad and 
balanced curriculum, which is an excellent foundation 
for whatever you want to do afterwards. The 
transferable skills you’ll gain, such as creativity, analysis 
and problem solving, complement a range of other 
subjects and careers. 

Projects to be covered may include:
- Natural forms/ still life / Photography / Artist-based work / 
Portraits/ Identity/ Other cultures /Environments inc. 
architecture/townscapes/ Collections
At least one project will be based on work carried out during a 
visit to a major art gallery.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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How will I be assessed?
There are two components: 

• Component 1 Portfolio: produce 2 sustained projects and a 
selection of further work that represents the course of study. 
Baseline assessments, Portfolio reviews and end of project 
submissions all form your assessments.

This is worth 60% of your overall marks. 

• Component 2 Externally set assignment: there’s a separate 
externally set task paper/project segt by exam board. It features 
seven tasks and you have to complete one of them. You get 
preparation time, plus ten hours of supervised time. Portfolio 
reviews and end of project submissions all form your 
assessments.

This is worth 40% of your total marks.
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What will I gain from a GCSE in Art, Craft and Design?

Where will GCSE Art, Craft and Design take 
you? 
You can continue your art and design studies 
at A-level, where the same titles are available. 
You’ll also be able to choose areas of study to 
specialise in within a particular title. If you 
don’t want to take your art and design studies 
any further, the transferable skills you gain will 
still be valuable. 
You’ll develop problem solving, creative 
thinking, investigation, research, 
communication and teamwork skills, and gain 
the ability to develop, refine and present 
ideas. Employers and universities regard all of 
these highly. 

Art and design opens the door to lots of exciting 
careers 
Try these for starters:
• Fashion design • Graphic design • Animator • 
Video game designer • Illustrator • Photographer • 
Architecture • Product design • Textiles design • 
Advertising • Publishing • Interior design • Fashion 
and media journalism • Exhibition design • 
Jewellery design • Artist • Visual media •
Teaching New technologies are creating a whole 
new range of courses where art is being used in 
innovative ways.


