
 

Geography Department 

“There is a growing recognition amongst both governments and the private sector that 

an understanding of location and place is a vital component of effective 

decision-making.” United Nations initiative on Global Geospatial Information 

Management 2013 

Geography and Careers 

Numbers studying geography as GCSE, A-Level, undergraduate and postgraduate level are high and rising. There are 

many career options for young people with geography qualifications because of the skills and knowledge that are 

developed and tested in courses of study at all four levels in the subject.  

The job market has become increasingly competitive and international. Around 75% of businesses think the UK is in 

danger of being left behind unless young people learn to think more globally. However, the transferable knowledge 

and skills developed by studying geography are actively sought out by employers allowing graduate geographers to 

consistently experience lower than average levels of unemployment. Geography graduates are currently less likely to 

be unemployed than graduates who have studied other degrees such as English, history, mathematics, finance and 

accountancy or computer science. It is a myth that geographers can only do certain types of jobs. In fact there are a 

wealth of jobs geographers do spanning almost every sector. (RGS_Going Places with Geography) 

Below are the eight areas in which geographers work in the UK and world economy and these areas will be 

referenced in the Long Term Planning documentation of the Department. Each area has a corresponding PowerPoint 

presentation with more information and a number of real life case studies. Teachers are encouraged to use the 

PowerPoint or slides from it at any stage of the united to highlight the girth of employment opportunities open to 

Geographers in the 21st Century. 

8 Employment Categories: 

1. Development and Global Issues (DGI) 

 

• How can economic growth be promoted?   

• How can the positive steps to rid the world of absolute poverty be continued? 

• How can the migration of people and the movement of goods, finance and ideas be supported and best 

managed? 

These issues all draw on different dimensions of geography and the subject provides an important global 

perspective. Consequently, geographers are found working in many different types of roles concerned with global 

issues such as global finance, law and trade, government policy or international development. 

These roles might be working for: 

• An international company with operations in many different countries 

• For government departments such as the Department for International Development or Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office 

• The armed forces 

• Non-government organisations such as the British Council 

• International development charities or bodies such as the European Commission or United Nations. 



You might be involved in trade or international supply chains, commodity trading, helping to provide clean water or 

control diseases, analysing and advising on risk and security, or promoting international cultural links or 

collaborations. 

 

2. Society (SOC) 

 

• What are the implications of an ageing population? 

• How can organisations plan and provide services to people? 

• What are the challenges facing different places and communities? 

Geography, and human geography in particular, helps you understand how societies are composed, and how they 

work and change at different scales, from the local to national and international scales. This can help prepare you for 

many different roles working within businesses, social enterprises, not-for-profit organisations, and parts of national 

and local government – all of which provide goods, services and support for people in different ways. You will need 

to be able to relate to and understand the needs of different types of people in different situations and develop 

effective responses. 

These roles may include: 

• Consumer research to advertising and public relations, 

• Community work to working for the police or a local authority, 

• Teacher, lecturer or in government. 

• There are a multitude of roles available to geographers within this sector. 

 

3. The Business World (TBW) 

 

• Where is the best location for a new company? 

• How can you use limited resources effectively in a business? 

• What are the risks for a new business start-up? 

A geographer’s skills of being able to work with statistics and quantitative approaches, synthesise information and 

hold a broader understanding of society can be very beneficial in the business world. This can be further developed if 

you undertake specialist training after your initial degree in geography This can be in the following fields: 

• Financial services, accountancy or law. 

• Risk analysis in financial services or auditing. 

• A lawyer for a commercial enterprise. 

• A commercial location analysis. 

• Running your own company.  

 

Geographers have the capacity to excel in all areas of business. You will find them in all parts of business life from 

the Square Mile to new start-ups, international corporations, to small enterprises and business consultancy. 

 

4. Travel, Tourism and Leisure (TTL) 

 

• Where is the best destination for a holiday and how can I help people choose? 

• How can you share knowledge of people and places with others? 



• Where are the new markets for international tourism? 

Turn a geographer’s love for travel and experiencing the uniqueness of different places into a career with a role in 

the travel, tourism and leisure sector. This might span working within the following areas: 

• Airlines or travel companies,  

• Running educational fieldwork and expeditions, 

• Working overseas  

• Helping run a wide range of leisure activities and services. 

A geographer’s natural curiosity and knowledge about different parts of the world, as well as an enthusiasm for 

helping people and good interpersonal skills will help you succeed in this area of work. 

 

5. The Built Environment (TBE) 

 

• Where should we build new homes and businesses? 

• How can regeneration improve the quality of life in our neighbourhoods ? 

• How can utilities and infrastructure be developed effectively? 

The places we live in, where we study and work, where we spend our leisure time, and how we move around them 

are the settings for the interplay of many different human and physical processes. Geographers can understand 

these different perspectives and their approach can be an invaluable tool in helping to plan new neighbourhoods, 

and protect or regenerate existing ones. This may include: 

• A small scale housing consultant  

• An international construction company.  

• Working in a planning department 

• Landscape management 

• Transport planning  

• Environmental consultancy  

• Developing a career focused on where and how people live. 

 

 

6. Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

 

• Where and how do you locate and build infrastructure? 

• Can you understand the economic and social value of data about places? 

• How do you develop new business opportunities through geographical data? 

It is estimated that 10% of the British economy is reliant on the use of geographic data collected by the Ordnance 

Survey and the Geographical Information Systems (GIS) company Esri UK is part of a $1 billion international business 

based on geospatial data. Geography and geographical information is at the heart of decision making. This roles 

occurs in: 

• Planning  

• Utilities 

• Emergency services  

• Defence 



• Business and government  

• Planning new sports stadia 

• Disaster preparedness  

• Environmental planning. 

 

 Geographical information and its application powers the sat-nav used to deliver your pizza order, the multimillion 

pound businesses which determine risk and insurance, and the maps available to all of us on our smart phones. This 

is a growing industry, both in the UK and overseas, which has geography and geographers working at its heart. 

 

7. The Physical Environment (TPE) 

 

• How can homes, businesses and livelihoods be protected from flooding and natural hazards? 

• How do accurate weather forecasts help farmers, businesses and tourism? 

• What are the opportunities and challenges in our landscapes and how can we manage them? 

Geography has a unique role in helping people understand, prepare for and respond to events in the physical world 

be it winter snows; flooding or tectonic processes. Geography’s whole system approach links across the landscape, 

atmosphere, oceans and biosphere and how they shape, support and at times threaten our welfare.  

Career opportunities exist in: 

• Hydrology 

• Meteorology, 

• Conservation 

• Ecology 

• Environmental engineering 

• Surveying 

• Hazard response and management 

• Agriculture. 

 

There are a wealth of career opportunities at the interface between people and their environment. 

 

8. Policy and Government (PAG) 

 

• Where is the evidence that underpins political decision making? 

• What are the geographical impacts of economic or social change? 

• What will the long-term implications be of changes to our economy, society and environment? 

Geographers’ understanding of complex global relationships makes them perfectly suited for working in all areas of 

government, both within the UK and overseas. If you have an interest in working on issues within and between 

different communities at a variety of scales then working within government will offer many important challenges. 

These challenges include deprivation, accessibility, sustainability, waste and resource management, and service 

provision. In addition, many academic geographers are working alongside government so that their research can 

help policy makers better understand issues spanning disasters and risk, migration and environmental change, the 

future of manufacturing, flooding and coastal defences and implications of climate change. 

 

 


