
Careers & Geography

I – Development & Global Issues 
(DGI)



Questions about DGI

• How can economic growth be promoted?

• How can the positive steps to rid the world of 
absolute poverty be continued effectively?

• How can the migration of people and the 
movement of goods, finance and ideas be 
supported and best managed? 



What are DGI careers about?

Careers in the development and global issues 
field draw on different dimensions of geography 
and the subject provides an important global 
perspective. Consequently, geographers are 
found working in many different roles concerned 
with global issues such as global finance, law 
and trade, government policy or international 
development.



So what careers relate to DGI?

• Working for an international company with operations 
in many different countries.

• Working for a government department such as the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

• The armed forces.

• Non-government organisations such as the British 
Council.

• International development charities or bodies such as 
the European Union or United Nations.

• Working on development projects in higher education.





Links to RGS website

For some slides that follow, there is a note 
“Linked to RGS website”. For these slides 
additional material in available about the person 
being described from the RGS website. Click 
onto “Professionals” from the Home Page and 
then click on to “I am a geographer”. You will 
then find a great deal of additional information 
about that person.



Natalie Fairchild

Natalie Fairchild is an Operations 
Specialist for Kenyon 
International Emergency Services, 
based in Bracknell, UK.
Natalie works in the Operations 
Department and her job is 
effectively split into two roles -
consultancy and working in the 
Crisis Management Centre (CMC).
She studied geography at Queen 
Mary University of London.
Linked with RGS website.



Cengizhan Sehir

Cengizhan Sehir is a Global 
Trade Programme Manager 
for Americas and Turkey at 
the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, 
based in London, UK.

Cengizhan studied 
geography at Aberystwyth 
University.

Linked with RGS website.



Professor Philip Hirsch

Phil Hirsch is Professor of Human Geography in 
the School of Geosciences at the University of 
Sydney, Australia. He specialises in natural 
resource management, rural change and the 
politics of environment in Southeast Asia.

He leads the Mekong Research Group, which 
carries out engaged and collaborative research on 
a range of natural resources governance, 
livelihood and development themes in the 
Mekong region.

He has been working on and in Thailand, Laos, 
Vietnam and Cambodia since the early 1980s. He 
is fluent in Thai and Lao, and also speaks and 
reads passable Vietnamese and some Khmer. 

He initially studied geography at the University of 
Cambridge, UK.



Farhasaad Shahid

Farhasaad Shahid is a 
Communications Associate at the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN 
Refugee Agency, and is based in 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
She studied geography at Queen 
Mary’s University of London which 
she thinks of as the three best years 
of my life. After she was inspired 
enough to complete postgraduate 
studies at the London School of 
Economics in MSc International 
Migration and Public Policy.
Linked to RGS website.



Ian Coady

Ian Coady is a Geospatial Advisor for 
the Department for International 
Development, Whitehall, London. 
His current role is a new one as the 
Department for International 
Development recognised the need 
for geospatial leadership and 
expertise in delivering its 
programmes. He currently manages 
three geospatial programmes around 
the delivery of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the use of 
satellite imagery data to support 
development in Africa.
Linked to RGS website.



Chandan Mahal

Chandan Mahal is a Learning & 
Partnership Manager at The British 
Library, St Pancras, Central London. 
She has been working in the 
museum, gallery and heritage sector 
for twenty years, with a background 
in interpretation, public 
programming and audience 
development. Her current role has 
had a particular focus on developing 
programmes that explore community 
heritage, specifically African & South 
Asian heritage through different 
archives and collections.
Linked to RGS website.



Rachel Taylor

Rachel Taylor is an International 
Education Coordinator at Monash 
University in Melbourne, Australia. She 
oversees the portfolios for Europe & 
South Africa, which involves relationship 
management, student support and 
communications, media and events.  She 
is in constant communications with her 
colleagues from around the world at our 
partner universities and ensure that her 
university is maintaining a good 
relationship with these universities.  
Alongside this, she assist students with 
academic and pastoral concerns and 
provide developmental advising, so a 
good chunk of her working week is spent 
in one-to-one student meetings. She has 
a Masters degree in cultural geography.
Linked to RGS website.


