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This is a great school where 
pupils’ individuality is 

acknowledged and respected 
then nurtured and nourished to 
give them the opportunity to be 

the best they can be.

The Bulmershe School is a vibrant, diverse and inclusive community which strives for students to be happy, self-confident and 
aspirational learners and thinkers. We take enormous pride in our caring reputation and are committed to the continuous and relentless 
pursuit of opportunities to enable all our students to achieve levels of responsibility, mutual respect and resilience within the safe and 
nurturing environment of our school community. 

When your child begins their journey into adulthood with us it is our priority to secure them the best possible start. We achieve this 
by providing excellence in their academic studies, pastoral care and in the diverse and enriching opportunities provided outside the 
classroom. 

By consistently offering a calm and structured environment, The Bulmershe School is one where students can make rapid progress. This, 
as identified by Ofsted, is “based on outstanding teaching combined with high level of care for the individual child”. However, we are 
never complacent and, as a school, we are constantly looking at ways to improve in order to serve our families and the community with 
the very best that education has to offer. 

Our school continues to make great strides in academic achievement, and we are so proud to announce that our GCSE results this year 
placed us in the top 25% of schools nationally**. Our GCSE learners that attended school for 95% or more of the time gained one and a 
half grades higher across all of their subjects, compared to students of similar academic starting points nationally. Our A level results are 
also very strong, with 29% of our cohort gaining the top grades of A*-A, 55% gaining A*-B and 82.2% gaining A*-C. Clearly, this reflects the 
efforts of our students as well as those of the talented and dedicated teaching and support staff we have here. 

We have outstanding facilities to help ensure The Bulmershe School is the ideal school for your child to learn and develop their life-
long interests. These facilities include:  Oasis and Ivory Centres for students’ emotional wellbeing and learning support, a sixth form 
independent study area and a 400 seat auditorium which has hosted a number of large school productions such as ‘Matilda’ and 
‘Les Miserables’ – productions that benefited from professional lighting and sound equipment. We also have state-of-the-art sports 
amenities, including twelve 4G AstroTurf pitches, a dance studio, Kingfisher and Bulmershe Gym Club for table tennis and gymnastics 
lessons and a fitness suite. Our students also have daily access to the Bulmershe Leisure Centre, which has a six-lane 25-metre pool, a 
training pool with a sliding floor, four-court sports centre and an extensive changing area for students. The Media Resource suite, which 
has eighty computers, is available for students to use before and after school to support their independent study. We also have a new 
‘reading for pleasure’ library. 

We recognise that the school’s success is not based solely on our academic achievements and we provide a means for our 
students – and the wider community – to explore other interests, develop new skills and strengthen friendships. We have 

extensive facilities for a comprehensive range of activities in the evenings, weekends and during school holiday time. 
We continue to strive for excellence and to challenge our staff and students to meet the ever-evolving demands of 

academic work and community life. This means providing an outstanding, progressive and well-rounded education 
is more important than ever. We pride ourselves on our partnerships with parents/carers, students and the local 

community and we endeavour to ensure that everyone feels valued. We look forward to welcoming you 
to view our school in action, to see the hard work and dedication of both students and staff. I am very 

confident that you won’t be disappointed. 

Amanda Woodfin
Headteacher

   ** with similar learners



 

OUR TEAM

Our experience of the staff  
is that they deeply care and go the 

extra mile for students in their care. 
I am so pleased my daughter will 
be following in my son’s footsteps 

 
School this September

Parent
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A clear vision and sense  
of purpose ... school leaders  

track the progress of students  
carefully to ensure they meet  

challenging targets
Parent

The new headteacher, together 
with governors and senior team, 

provide strong leadership
Ofsted

We have a strong and committed team who work closely 
with students to develop their interests and achieve their 
potential. We strongly believe in achieving together and 
encourage all of our parents to maintain regular contact 
with the school so that everyone shares the same aim.

Our support team ensures that the learning, language, 
emotional and behavioural needs of all students are  
well met. Supported students are very well cared for and  
we have a long and successful track record of helping 
students with their individual academic needs. 

Upon joining the school, all students are placed in a tutor 
group in the care of a form tutor. The tutor is responsible 
for monitoring all aspects of the students’ development, 
including general welfare. 

Form tutors build strong relationships with each of their 
students through regular one-to-one meetings, and are 
also the first point of call for parents. Each year group is 
under the overall care of a Head of Year, who supports 
the form tutor in their work with students. In addition, 
younger students receive helpful support and guidance 
from older students through our mentoring and  
buddying schemes.



KEY STAGE 3 (YEARS 7-9) 
Students follow the National Curriculum, working in either 

set or mixed ability groups as appropriate and studying 

subjects such as:

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Technology 

Computing

 

French and Spanish

History

Geography 

Performing Arts 
(Art, Dance, Drama, Music) 

Physical Education 

Spiritual, Moral, Social 

 

and Cultural Education 
(including Citizenship)

 

Religious Education

Careers Education

KEY STAGE 4 (GCSE YEARS 10-11)
All students follow a two-year course leading to GCSE  

examinations or alternative accreditations. All students  

follow a core curriculum that includes: 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Physical Education

Spiritual, Moral, Social  

and Cultural Education  

(including Citizenship) 

Religious Education

OUR CURRICULUM

-
cessful at ensuring  

students who have learning diffi-
culties receive a  

challenging and relevant  
range of subjects

Ofsted

 
successful at ensuring  

students who have learning  
difficulties receive a  

challenging and relevant  
range of subjects

Ofsted
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�e school has 

 

challenged my daughter 

 

to achieve the very highest 
of grades, and she has 

 

had the very best start to

Parent

 
 

 
 

 
 

university life. �ank you

In addition, students can choose from a range of additional 

GCSEs and vocational qualifications such as separate Sciences, 

Drama, Further Maths, Art, Music, Graphics, Statistics, Media and 

Photography. We also offer a work placement for all those in 

Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 in order to prepare them for life 

beyond school and to aid in their respective career choices

Careers Education

Leadership and Challenge. 

(This includes courses such

as the Duke of Edinburgh,  

Mini Medic, Rookie Lifeguard,

Google level 1 ICT certificate

 and ensures all students 

receive a well rounded

education)

The Bulmershe curriculum is designed to cultivate a love of

learning and provide students with the necessary skills and

knowledge required to navigate a path towards a happy and

successful life. To facilitate this, our school provides a warm 

and caring learning environment that nurtures confidence, 

mutual support, kindness and self-esteem. It enables and 

challenges students to experience and excel in a broad range 

of opportunities that centre on academic disciplines, social 

interactions, leadership pathways, careers and mental wellbeing.   

Pupils behave in a mature and 
thoughtful manner, where they  

show respect to each other 
demonstrating a calm  

and purposeful atmosphere
Ofsted

OUR CORE VALUES
We have the highest expectations of all our students 
in all aspects of school life and we work hard to 
develop these values in every student. Our core 
values clearly show how we expect all our students 
to conduct themselves throughout their time at The 
Bulmershe School. It is these values that will support 
our students in becoming equipped for life and ready 
and prepared for the journey ahead, once they leave 
The Bulmershe School.  

Our Values are:
• Respect
• Responsibility 
• Resilience
• Safety

These values are embedded throughout school life.  
We also actively promote these values consistently 
throughout the school year; in assemblies, lessons, 
tutor time and other extra-curricular activities in 
order to support our students in being skilled in all 
four values. It is these core values that will stand 
Bulmershe students out from others, and ensure that 
they make outstanding progress throughout their 
time here. 

WE HAVE A STRONG REPUTATION FOR BEING A CARING SCHOOL
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Students work  
well together to support  

each other’s learning and  
will work independently  

of the teacher, even on  
challenging activities. 

Ofsted

We are  
exceptionally pleased  
with the support and  

one-to-one care given to our son  
during his transition to  

secondary school.
Parent

I would wholeheartedly  
recommend the school  
to prospective parents  

due to the inclusiveness 
of all pupils in school  

activities.
Parent

OUR STUDENTS
We offer our students a wide range of extra-curricular 

activities, covering sport, arts and academic activities, all of 

which give them the opportunity for enjoyment whilst also 

building on their skills and interests. These activities take 

place at lunchtime and after school and there are many 

off-site trips and visits throughout the year such as World  

Challenge, sport tour, ski trip and the Battlefields in Belgium.

HOMEWORK
We strongly believe that homework is integral to students’ 

learning because it provides them with opportunities to 

consolidate their achievement and develop skills of 

self-discipline and independent study. We use an online 

learning platform called Google Classrooms. This is an 

excellent programme as it allows easy parental access for 

monitoring and support.

At key stage three some departments set cross-curricular 

projects which focus on research, organisation and 

presentation skills. These projects prepare students by 

developing their understanding of the 

challenge and rigour needed to succeed at GCSE level.

SUPPORT
We know that children succeed when they are supported 

well at school, treated as individuals and, if they are worried 

in any way, have someone to talk to. That is why we have 

our inclusion centre, Martin House. This centre houses our 

Oasis and Ivory teams. These teams consist of learning 

support assistants, the SENCO, English as an 

additional language teachers, our counsellors 

and our inclusion team. Dedicated staff to 

ensure all students are supported both 

academically but also pastorally 

during their time with us.
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We are  
exceptionally pleased  
with the support and  

one-to-one care given to our son  
during his transition to  

secondary school.
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I would wholeheartedly  
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to prospective parents  

due to the inclusiveness 
of all pupils in school  

activities.
Parent OUR PARTNERSHIPS

WITH PARENTS
At The Bulmershe School we place strong 
emphasis on the involvement of parents and 
carers in their child’s education, and in the 
life of the school. We firmly believe that co-
operation between home and school is the key to 
academic success. Parental involvement begins 
with student induction, and regular contact 
continues through the three academic progress 
and engagement reports received throughout 
the year, curriculum evenings, parents’ evenings, 
newsletters and the school website. Parents and 
carers are also invited to celebrate their child’s 
successes with a variety of school performances 
and events throughout the year. We would invite 
you to join our Parents’ Forum; an informal group 
who meet six times a year to discuss curriculum 
developments, school improvement projects and 
take part in workshops regarding supporting the 
mental health of students. This is a great way to 
meet other parents and senior staff at school.

WITH BUSINESSES
We are proud of our strong links with major 
businesses and organisations. As a result of 
these partnerships we organise enterprise 
activities (with a rich programme of trips, visits 
and guest speakers), which expose students to 
unique opportunities and industry expertise. We 
benefit greatly from the technical expertise of 
our international partners who specialise in IT. 
Boehringer Ingelheim, one of the world’s leading 
research-driven pharmaceutical companies, 
sponsors STEM and career development 

through the STEM Learning Enthuse Partnership 
Programme. The programme provides support 
with workshops, speakers and mentoring for our 
students and staff training to ensure sustainable 
programmes are embedded in school practices 
and the curriculum. We are a partnership 
school for the Cisco pathways programme in 
order to raise the aspirations of young people, 
with a focus on STEM careers. Inspiring young 
people in Y7-13 from all backgrounds through 
a programme of in-school workshops, visits to 
Cisco offices and business or technical work 
experience. Cisco are a worldwide leader in IT, 
networking and cybersecurity solutions. Wood 
plc, one of the world’s leading consulting and 
engineering companies, provide The Bulmershe 
School with an exceptional work experience 
programme, workshops, mentoring and support 
for students and teachers in STEM and careers 
education.

WITH OTHER SCHOOLS
We work closely with our primary schools 
to ensure our transition arrangements run 
smoothly and are personalised for every child 
entering our school. We are also building and 
developing partnerships with other secondary 
schools to share our expertise in key areas 
and learn from others. The Bulmershe School 
lead the STEM Learning Enthuse Partnership, 
supporting nine schools in Berkshire to improve 
STEM and careers education. The partnership 
aims to improve students’ aspirations in STEM, 
provide enrichment opportunities, enhance 
learning about careers in the curriculum 

and improve collaboration with schools and 
business.

WITH RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
We take an active role in educational research, 
for example, with the Department for Education 
we were involved in Developing Character Skills 
in schools. We believe in influencing policy 
and making the most of every opportunity for 
our students. Some of our staff also lecture at 
Reading University. This opportunity allows 
colleagues to further develop their subject 
knowledge and be involved with active research.

WITH SPORTS PARTNERSHIPS 
We are proud to host a number of specialist 
sporting facilities on our school site which 
provide opportunities for the wider community 
after school hours. These include the Bulmershe 
Gym club, a nationally renowned table tennis 
club, Earley Cricket Club, Woodley United 
Football Club and a footballing Centre. We work 
closely with local primary schools and offer our 
students opportunities to act as sports leaders 
with primary school children.



8
Call: 0118 935 3353  Email: reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

9
Call: 0118 935 3353  Email: reception@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulmershe is a school of opportunity, aspiration and success. Since Year 7,  

we have been presented with many academic and extra-curricular  

opportunities which have been not only challenging and enjoyable,  

but most importantly which will leave us with great life-long  

memories. Bulmershe is undoubtedly a school for everyone’. 

      Head Students

In the Sixth Form, the  
teachers’ excellent subject  

knowledge captures  
students’ interest and  

enables rapid progress. 

Ofsted

OUR SIXTH FORM
We are proud of the curriculum programme we have 
developed in our Sixth Form and work closely with our 
students to ensure the best possible outcome for each 
individual. Within the Sixth Form we provide the best 
courses for our students and as a whole school we are 
committed to developing independent learning skills 
which are particularly important to post-16 study.

The Bulmershe School is dedicated to supporting 
students in achieving their full potential to afford them 
the ability to pursue whichever path they choose at the 
end of their studies. Support, information and guidance 
is readily available not only for those students who 
continue on to Further Education but also those seeking 
more immediate employment or training.
Very high numbers of students achieve success and 
go on to pursue degree level courses at University, 
Apprenticeships or employment. The Sixth Form boasts 
strong links and partnerships with local and regional 
businesses and organisations who provide excellent 
advice and guidance for life following studies or even 
work experience placements.

There are a wide range of courses to cater for every 
students individual learning styles and academic ability 
from one year BTEC courses to a variety of A-levels. We 
include the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) and 
Vocational Level Three courses in our rich curriculum, 
alongside the opportunity to re-sit GCSE English and 
Maths for those students who need to ensure they are 
well-prepared for future employment opportunities.

Our students enjoy contributing to life at The 
Bulmershe School and to enjoy its many opportunities. 
The Sixth Form has a purposeful atmosphere and 
there is a real sense of partnership between staff 
and students. Our Sixth Form Leadership team work 
closely with pupils to ensure they feel supported in 
both academic and pastoral elements of their time 
as Key Stage 5 students. Enrichment opportunities 
are also diverse and regularly expanding to include a 
range of experiences from language classes to Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award and community engagement with 
the lower school to name a few.

Our results put the 
Sixth Form in the top 
25% in the country

Our students go on to secure 
outstanding destinations 

at some of the top universities 
and also multi national 

companies
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OUR SIXTH FORM
n addition to academic development there are a 
number of opportunities such as student leadership 
roles, including being part of the lead student group, 
as well as participation in school productions, trips and 
events. We expect our Sixth Form students to behave 
as leadership models for our younger students, and 
there are many opportunities for Sixth Form students 
to work as mentors or support younger students in 
developing their literacy and numeracy skills.

All Sixth Form students have timetabled supervised 
study lessons within the new Media Resource Suite to 
ensure that independent work is taking place.

We welcome you to view our Sixth Form in action; 
contact the school office to make a time for you to 
visit or attend one of our Sixth Form open evening 
events during the academic year.
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committed to the individual  

and making sure their  
potential is reached.

Parent

OUR SCHOOL
The Bulmershe School was opened as a grammar school 
in the 1960s and has benefited from many additions and 
improvements to its site during the last 60 years. The 
introduction of outstanding teaching spaces and elite 
sports facilities has established the school as the leading 
educational and sports and leisure campus in the area.

During the last 6 years, we have seen significant 
investment in the school campus. In 2015 the school 
opened its new 400 seat, fully-equipped auditorium, 
supporting the schools thriving performing arts faculty 
and the wider Wokingham Borough community with this 
modern multi-use venue. 

In the summer of 2020, Wokingham Borough Council 
opened its £14 million leisure centre in the school 
campus. The new leisure centre includes a 4-court sports 
hall, a 6-lane swimming pool and a teaching pool with 
a moveable floor. The Bulmershe School has exclusive 
use of this outstanding facility during the school day and 
during our after-school extra-curriculum timetable.

This is an exciting time for The Bulmershe School and 
we are always pleased to welcome visitors. If you can’t 
attend any of our scheduled open evenings or mornings, 
we will always be delighted to show you around on a 
normal school day. Please contact the school reception 
to arrange for one of our senior staff to give you a tour 
and answer any questions you may have.
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