
Dear Head Girls and Boys and Student Council, 

 

As 2020/2021 academic year draws towards its conclusion, I would like to thank you for all your hard 

work, commitment, and dedication to the school council in the past year. 

 

I am extremely proud of how you approached meetings with unwavering enthusiasm,  discussed and 

addressed areas with passion and maturity and were key in supporting and improving The Bulmershe 

School for everyone.  For this I am profoundly grateful. 

 

Well done! Student voice continues to be fundamentally  important to the 

development of the school. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Miss Harris 

A huge THANK YOU to Mia who over the past two years has  
designed and published our Bullseye newsletter with true  
professionalism! We are extremely grateful for Mia’s hard work and 
dedication to produce very creative editions. We wish Mia all the 
best for the future -  she is attending Durham University to study  
English Literature with view to a career in journalism in the  
future. 

We would now like to introduce to you Rahma and Akanksha, the 

new Head’s of Marketing!  

“Hi there! We are the new Heads of Marketing and we wanted to say how exciting it has 

been for us with this role and how it has been an exhilarating experience. We recommend           

students to apply for leadership roles to gain  

experience, have a say in the school and to feel a part 

of  something important and have your opinions and 

values considered!”                                                

                                                        Rahma, Akanksha. 
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Over the Summer Term the student leadership team have been meeting with school council across all 

year groups, demonstrating their commitment and dedication to supporting and improving The 

Bulmershe School for everyone. 

Student Voice What we did 

Outlook teaching to            
students and staff. 

Google classroom will  
continue to be used as the 
primary online platform, 
however, Outlook will still be 
used for emails. (video to 
come out soon on how to        
access Outlook through the 
school website). 

Recycling in school needs  
reviewing.  

Steps are being taken by the 
Geo group. 

Science grade split in 3 
grades (on tracking). 

For Year 7-8, Science will  
appear as one subject on 
tracking as the assessment 
done is a  combination of the 
3 Sciences. This will be 
looked into to see if the 
grade can be separated. 

Support and guided             
revision for exams next year 

in summer term 2. 

Support is being planned,  
especially for those sitting 
2022 exams. 

Tracking no colours, stressful! RAG rating will be            
reconsidered. 

Student Council 



Oxford Contracts for Poppy and              

Izzy! 

Congratulations to year 10 student             

Poppy and year 7 student Isabelle who have 

both been offered further football contracts 

with Oxford United for the upcoming season. 

Well done to both girls and we wish you all 

the best for a successful season.  

Achievements 

National Honours for Year 11 Cameron! 

Congratulations to year 11 student Cameron who has 

been selected to represent Wales in his age group for 

hockey. Cameron took part in an intense selection 

camp over the May half term and was rewarded for 

his efforts by being  selected for the Wales squad for 

the upcoming season. Well done on a fantastic 

achievement and good luck for the season ahead! 

Congratulations to Mini Medics for earning your certificates and awards for passing 

the course! And, for doing a Staying Alive (CPR) show for the Woodley Mayor! 



The NEW Library and Media Resource Centre! 

There has been much excitement and anticipation over the past few weeks as the Library closed its doors to enable 

renovation work to begin! There are some fantastic new changes coming for September 2021 and we can’t wait to 

invite students in to share the new spaces and resources. Our aim is to encourage and celebrate reading for  

pleasure in order to foster a reading culture that enriches students’ academic and personal growth. 

Meet your new Librarian: 

Hello! My name is Mrs Ku and I have been working hard to make the Library and 

MRC spaces feel fresh and exciting for students to enjoy. We will be ordering 

hundreds of new books for students to borrow and will be updating the Library 

Catalogue with online resources that can be accessed from home, such as educa-

tional podcasts, interesting news  articles, informative videos and helpful web-

sites. You can start browsing the Library Catalogue by finding the link on the 

‘Library and Media Resource Centre’ page on the school website. Be sure to check out the ‘News page’ for the 

 latest recommended resources and bookish updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s new? 

• Brand new fiction, non-fiction & textbooks  

• Book themed wall art in the MRC, Library and corridors 

• A reading nook! 

• Tailored reading lists to support students as they study 

• Comfy new chairs, shelving and colourful tables  

• Computer suites where students can study during your breaks 

• Awareness day celebrations and events 

• A Twitter and Instagram account to follow for updates and pictures 

 

So why should you visit your Library and Media Resource Centre?  

The Library and MRC are more than just rooms full of books and computers: they are spaces to study and find some 

calm, play board games with your friends and borrow a book or two. Library lessons, author visits and workshops 

will be run from both rooms to promote digital & literacy skills and there will be lots of exciting afterschool clubs to 

attend. Stay up to date with a calendar full of exciting  awareness days and events, when students can take part in 

competitions to win prizes and get to know like-minded people in the school. Ask a question, learn a new skill and 

get some inspiring reading    recommendations.  

If you have a Library or Media Resource Centre question, please email Mrs Ku at 

kku@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 



I am Kleio Akrivou, one of your co-opted governors. Our vision as a  

governing body is to continue developing the school for the benefit of all its 

pupils and communities, and to support all of our children to gain a valuable 

high-quality education to prepare them well in terms of professional, social, 

physical, emotional and mental health levels for living a good and happy life 

when they complete their  education. We work with Mrs Woodfin and the 

school leaders, to bring the school vision to life and ensure we remain such 

a thriving community. In the past years I have enjoyed seeing my daughter 

happy and well, both academically and personally, at Bulmershe and as I am 

awaiting her A level year results in August.  

I hope you are all well and healthy in this strange year and I am wishing you 

all a happy and safe Summer and great results for the kids in the GCSE and 

A level years. 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The Bulmershe School is a thriving and diverse community, which prides itself in providing  opportunities for all 

students to achieve their full potential. The Governing Body helps to manage the academic and strategic  

direction of the school. And currently our governing board has open spaces! 

The Governing Board is a complex unit with a wide variety of focuses, to list a few:  

 

 Monitoring the academic performance of the school 

 Planning future projects to improve all aspects of the school 

 Making financial decisions and budget assessments 

 

So, who do we want? We have no set requirements, but we would like someone who embodies the schools 

core values, is passionate about the direction of the school and is committed to the  wellbeing of the  

community.  

Whilst this is a voluntary position, we would still require a certain amount of your time and energy as being a 

governor has important demands. However, this is a unique opportunity to work with teachers and other  

parents in planning the future of the school.  

If you are unsure of whether you would like to apply, we would urge you to consider how enriching the  

experience would be as a governor, where you’ll be able to affect the quality of education that your children 

receive.  

If this has inspired you and you wish to apply, please contact our clerk, Clare Hails, who will be happy to  

answer any questions you may have. chails@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk  

Best wishes and good luck with your application!  

From the Governors 



We are delighted to announce that Julia and Aneesa in Year 13 are representing The Bulmershe 

School at the Wokingham Borough Youth Council which will provide a  platform for young people 

in the borough to debate issues which are important to them and challenge and provide  

feedback to the Council on its strategies and plans.  

Julia has a strong passion for ‘Education Equality’ and Aneesa feels extremely passionate about 

‘Mental Health’, so they will be championing these areas of work. We are very proud of Julia and 

Aneesa who spoke incredibly well, often with maturity way beyond their years during their first 

council meeting which included guests such as Theresa May and Matt Rodda. 

A huge THANK YOU for your 

generous contributions which 

will enable us to improve the 

school learning environment 

for all. 

£72.70 
Was raised! 

 

He is a little bit younger than most of our new staff but very eager to 

get started. A lovely Labradoodle, this young chap, is here to help 

Bulmershe students make great progress in  reading and a bit of maths 

(not too much, Buddy prefers stories to sums!). 

 

Buddy loves listening to Bulmershe students read him books and chat 

about their day. Any worries, Buddy is here to listen.  

He can’t wait to meet all his new friends at Bulmershe School. 

Meet Buddy! He’s the latest recruit to The Bulmershe 

School: 

Wokingham Borough Youth Council 

Rags to Riches! 



Pastoral support runs through the heart of our school and at the start of the year and over the periods of 

lockdown, staff and students were asked to think about, and share, their lockdown “coping mechanisms.”  

 

On return to school, tutor groups created their own “Mental Health Toolkits” which covered great ideas 

for boosting wellbeing with activities such as cooking, dancing, and my  personal favourite – “building a 

pillow  fort” (thanks Year 13 for that one!!)  

 

At Bulmershe we are keen to support all staff and students to keep mental health and wellbeing in mind 

and want to look at how we keep growing in that respect, through the next phase of restrictions easing 

and beyond. With that in mind, the first meeting of the Bulmershe Mental Health Council meets this 

week! Staff and student volunteers will be discussing how we can capture our communities’ voices, ideas 

and concerns and use them to develop whole school initiatives that support positive mental health and 

well being. Keep an eye out for  updates and opportunities to get involved in the new academic year! 

Bulmershe is one of the most diverse schools in the Borough of Wokingham with students  

speaking over 40 languages, more than the total of all 24 official languages of Europe. Languages 

spoken by our students include:  Punjabi, Nepali, Urdu, Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese), 

Polish, French,  Tamil, Spanish, German, Russian, Korean, Italian, Romanian, Norwegian, Arabic, 

Persian/ Farsi, Telugu, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Hausa, Malayalam, Konkani, Lithuanian,                        

Hungarian, Dari, Gujarati, Greek, Kurdish,  Wolof, Hindi, Albanian, Swahili / Kiswahili, Dutch,             

Marathi, Sinhala, Portuguese, Akan/ Twi-fante, Bengali and Somali.  

The academic year 2020-2021 has set a record for the admission of students with English as an           

Additional Language (EAL) with 35 casual admissions which excludes our Year 7 EAL students from 

the local primary schools. The data also does not include EAL students who were admitted to 

Sixth Form. 50% of these students have 

come from Hong Kong.  The number of 

casual admissions for the past four years 

are as follows:  

25 students (2016/17) 

27 students (2017/18) 

19 students (2018/19) 

12 students (2019/20) 

27 students (2017/18) 

 

 

Bulmershe Breaks Border Barriers 

Pastoral Support 



This term the Music and Drama departments were able to come together to run an after school musical 

theatre club for a group of year 7’s. The students who took part were given a little taster of what will be 

the school’s next production ‘Matilda the Musical’!  

They only had 5 sessions to learn the song and dance the routine to “Revolting Children” from the hit  

musical.  

 

In the final session, our talented students performed the number to a small audience of teachers 

including Mrs Cousins, who were all extremely impressed. 

 

The Music and Drama departments want to say a huge well done and thank you to all for your dedication 

and enthusiasm , you made both Mr Ketley and Miss Woodman very proud!   

 

We hope you enjoyed taking part as much as we enjoyed running it. You are all amazing ‘revolting’  

children and now we look forward to seeing you all in the whole school production! 

 

 

Euphemia, Hannah, Bella, Yoyo, Matthew, Isobel, Nimrah, Kadan, Emily, Ivayla, Ella,  Sophie, Hannah, Finn,  Ash-
leigh, Zoya, Sakshi,  Abi,  Sapphira, Amelia, Oscar, Mariama, Polly, Anna,   Anna-Mai, Miriam and Charlie  

Musical Theatre Club 



As part of our community-based approach here at The Bulmershe School, we ordinarily run our Year 5 

Fish Bowl Days, where Year 5 children attend a day at Bulmershe to experience a range of activities and 

lessons on our school site. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, these days were adjusted this year and offered 

to local primary schools in two strands: a virtual platform range of sessions or a visiting member of the 

Bulmershe staff to attend the primary school and deliver sessions with the Year 5 students face-to-face. 

We had a fantastic uptake from the primary schools, including: 

 Highwood Primary School 

 Beechwood Primary School 

 St John’s C of E Primary School 

 St Dominic’s Savio Primary School  

 Hillside Primary School 

 Redlands Primary School 

 Earley St Peter’s Primary School 

 Southlake Primary School 

We were very pleased to offer the following subjects with these fantastic members of teaching staff: 

 English: Miss N Webb, Miss A Iqbal, Mrs A Zalaki, Miss D Churchill 

 Maths: Miss G Pooler 

 Drama: Mr M Hood, Mrs K Whitmarsh 

 Geography: Ms A Gray 

 Science: Mrs J Grier and Mr R Davies 

These amazing teachers delivered fun, innovative, interactive sessions to the Year 5 students and we 

have received some hugely positive feedback from the primary schools.  

 

“Thank you; the children really enjoyed the session and their engagement in the activities was fantastic. As 

a values-based school, we really appreciated what an excellent platform this was for the children to 

demonstrate collaboration, resilience and many other values that we practise… On behalf of all the  

children and staff in Year 5, thank you again and we hope to be able to enjoy similar sessions in the  

future.” 

 

“I just wanted to say thank you… for a fab lesson. The kids loved it” 

 

Thank you to the accommodating staff in the primary schools and to the Year 5 children for    being excel-

lent students: well-behaved and eager to learn and contribute to the sessions.  

We are looking forward to delivering more of these outstanding sessions in 2022!  

Year 5 Fish Bowl Days! 



With restrictions of COVID-19 and bubbles, the transition program offered to our upcoming Year 6  

students was very different this year. Unfortunately (but as a necessity), local secondary headteachers  

decided that we could not offer a transition day for our primary school students. This is because the  

bubble system would have been difficult to manage as we have 35 different feeder primary schools! As 

such, we have done our upmost to provide as much information and interactivity as possible for the Year 

6 students and their parents and carers. 

 

Our dedicated ‘Welcome Year 6’ website page has an array of resources to help the students, including 

videos of their Head of Year, the Transition Team and a virtual tour of the school! We also were able to 

offer our ‘Rising Year 7 Evening’ via virtual means on Google Meet for the students and their parents and 

carers to be able to ask questions, receive information and meet their tutor and some members of their 

tutor groups. The feedback from these virtual meetings was excellent; many parents, carers and students 

thanking Mrs Woodfin and Miss Harris for the opportunity to meet– albeit via a camera! 

 

The summer school is also offered to Year 6’s and is brilliantly run by Miss Bungay. Year 6  students all 

have the opportunity to visit The Bulmershe School for a centrally run set of lessons and fun activities to 

bridge the gap between Year 6 and Year 7 as the students can get more of a ‘feel’ for the school site and 

all it has to offer. We are also excited that these students will have the opportunity to make friends with 

other upcoming children before they arrive in September! 

 

We are very happy with the success of these sessions, videos and resources, making the students’  

transition to secondary school very smooth and very much look forward to seeing them in September. 

 

“We have been so impressed with the transition program where you have made our family and daughter 

so excited about joining The Bulmershe School” 

 

“THANK YOU for the continuous communication where we have been thoroughly informed” 

 

“We truly appreciated our 1 to 1 telephone call and we just wanted to say the ‘Welcome Year 6’ website 

page is AMAZING!” 

 

“WOW! Thank you for my son’s transition pack he loved it” 

 

“ 

 

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 



 

On Tuesday 13th July, the PE department provided 17 sports leaders to assist with Redlands 

Primary School Sports Day. The group were made up of some students from Miss Bungay’s 

sports leaders class as well as some former Redlands students, all of the students from year 9. 

The students took responsibility for running and scoring various events, from the football  

dribble and beat the goalie to more traditional events such as javelin and long jump.  

The students were a credit to the school, with Redlands teachers commenting how good they 

were and the ‘best sports leaders they have had’. Well done to all the students who were  

involved in the event! 

Liam , Macey, Ryan, Jack , Eesa, Cherise, Luke, Torey, Mia, Bryan, Alex, Willem, Nathaniel,  

Arthur, Connie, Tanmay, Isobel, Safia. 

Congratulations to Chelsea and Anya who were part of the Kick Twist Cheerleading Squad that 

were placed 3rd in the International Cheerleading Championships The girls were part of the squad 

that scored 95.1 out of 100, which is a fantastic achievement considering they only had 8 weeks to 

practice together.  Well done to both girls and to Miss Hudson who coaches the squad. 

 

Sports Leaders at Redlands Primary School 

3rd place for Year 8 Cheerleaders! 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

“Energy and persistence conquer all things.” —Benjamin Franklin 

This quote sums up this most challenging year for me. Resilience is one of our core values and I feel 

the entire community has demonstrated such stoicism this year. The commitment and determination 

from the year 11 and 13 students has been amazing, especially through the long challenging weeks of 

teacher assessed grades. They have impressed us all; we wish them the very best with their results in 

the summer and we are delighted to be able to celebrate with them at the Leavers assembly and Prom 

at the end of term.  

 

I salute the resilience shown by all students, parents and staff with remote learning. Who would have 

thought that we would have ever had to do that?  I feel we can all say we have learned so much about 

Google, Zoom and Teams!  

 

I have the deepest gratitude to all of the staff and for everything they have done this year. The staff at 

Bulmershe really do work as a team and it is that ethos that has got us through this tough year. Some 

staff are moving on, Mrs Boseley (LSA), Miss Ejike, Miss Moorthoti, Mr Piper, Mr Longhurst,  

Miss Hevey, Miss O’Higgins, Miss Lawless, Miss Prime and Miss Churchill, all have either completed 

their contracts with us, relocating or have been promoted. Mr Fisher and Mrs Hook are both taking 

well deserved retirement. We wish all our departing colleagues the very best of luck and thank them 

for everything they have done for the school.  

 

But the last word of my tribute goes to our col-

league Mr Vic Browne. The Legend.  The smile. 

The bright shirt. The whole community misses 

his vibrant enthusiasm and his huge contribution 

to our school life. We are planning his memorial 

for the Autumn term as we wanted to ensure we 

could have a proper celebration of Mr Browne 

and his wonderfully infectious personality and 

humour, his care and dedication to the school 

and the students. His compassion and  

generosity made him unique….there will never 

be another Mr Browne.  

I hope you enjoy this version of Bullseye and its celebration of all that is best about the past term at 

Bulmershe. We look forward to welcoming you back after a well-earned summer break.   

Amanda Woodfin 

From the Headteacher... 


