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Keep The Light Burning Project! 

A huge thank you to everyone that entered our Keep the 

Light Burning Project. We have loved your entries and 

are delighted to see that the famous Bulmershe creativity 

has in no way diminished! 

Deciding the winners has been an impossible task and 

the team has debated long into the night to come up with 

the final list. The winners are listed to the right and you 

can see their winning entries down below. To celebrate 

and share the brilliance of our students with the 

Bulmershe Community we are creating a presentation of 

the many entries from students  who are happy to make 

their work   public. We will share this with you soon. We 

hope you will enjoy seeing the results of this project and 

the dedication and creativity of all of the students who       

entered. 

A special thank you to Mr Hood who has worked         

tirelessly to pull together all the entries, share the work 

on twitter and respond to students.   

Fantastic Winners: 

Dance entry winner - 

Elodie Yr8 

Drama entry winner - 

Charlotte Yr 9  

Media entry winner- 

Esme Yr 11  

Music entry winner- 

Leilani Yr8  

Funniest entry winner - 

Danielle Yr 10  

Most inventive use of 

costume/props - Alicia 

Yr 8  
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Sporting Success!  

Narrow Defeats In Virtual Fixtures 

This half term we have participated in 3    

virtual fixtures against Highdown, Waingels 

and Prospect.  In the first match against 

Highdown both schools had very similar 

number of entries and it was close    

throughout the week.  We were successful 

with the Plank Challenge but then Highdown 

fought back to win the Cycle, Press Up and 

Wall Sit challenges.  Bulmershe finished 

strongly by winning the walk/run challenge 

but lost the fixture 3-2.  Against Waingels we 

lost the first 3 challenges, which was the 

Speed Bounce, Rubbish Bin and Sit Up  

challenges but bounced back to win the    

Alternate Ball Toss and Marathon Challenge 

but again lost the fixture 3-2.  

Virtual Sports Day 2020 

The week before half term saw our first ever 

Virtual Sports Day.  Students took part within 

their tutor groups to complete as many of the 

8 challenges as possible.  The challenges 

included push ups, sit ups, stork stand      

balance, keepy uppy, plank, ski jumps,     

alternate ball toss and ball dribble.  We had 

over 2000 entries across the week from   

students, staff, parents and other family 

members, which turned out to be a real  

community event.  Congratulations to 7H10, 

8B5, 9H7 and 10G1 who were all victorious 

in the relevant age groups.  Well done to 

8H1 who also had the highest scores for 4 of 

the 8 events. 

Bulmershe Leisure Centre! 

We as a PE department are very much looking 

forward to the delayed opening of the Bulmershe 

Leisure Centre and the use of the swimming 

pools and large sports hall.  

 This opening will enable us to once again teach 

swimming, as well as offer basketball, badminton 

and handball lessons and clubs onsite and      

indoors—allowing us to expand the already     

extensive PE curriculum at Bulmershe.  

Our brand-new leisure centre comes equipped 

with both a large swimming pool and a smaller 

one for student’s use.  



Performing Arts Projects! 

In Drama, we often spend our time 

developing our performance skills by 

looking at real life events. This      

half-term we would have practically 

looked at how Anne Frank’s life 

would have been affected by Nazi 

occupation. Over the past few weeks 

students have been looking at a 

script that highlights the many       

different ways that Jewish            

communities were treated differently. 

With this, students had to create a 

set design that shows this from       

shoeboxes and anything else that 

they could get their hands on!  A few 

creative designs are pictured to the 

left. 

Creative Bulmershe 

students strike 

again! 

Black Lives Matter 

Protest in Reading! 

The shockingly brutal murder of George Floyd on the 25th of May 

served as a much needed wake up call for many, resulting in 

mass protests around the world against police brutality and      

systemic racism - in support of the Black Lives Matter movement.  

The first peaceful protest in Reading took place on the 5th of June 

with a turnout of over 1000 people, all rallying against racial       

injustice and police brutality in the UK. Amongst this crowd was 

Year 12 Bulmershe student Pearce Hegarty—who shares his    

experience below.  

“Attending the Black Lives Matter protest on the 5th of June this year was a powerful and    

meaningful experience for me as a young black adolescent. I felt empowered and courageous to 

stand up and represent my race, stand by others to fight against police brutality, police racism, 

systemic racism and white privilege. The protest also made me realise how much black people 

have to struggle to reach their goals compared to white people. The phrase ‘Black Lives Matter’ 

personally means to me that every life matters, no matter your race and that black lives are just 

as  important. George Floyd was murdered in cold blood at the hands of a police officer who    

targeted him because of the colour of his skin. This would not have happened if George Floyd 

was a white man. It just highlights the systemic inequality in our society and the racism constantly 

thrown at black people. Black voices need to be heard just as much as white voices.” 



Big Welcome to Year 6!  

As a school we are proud and excited to welcome the current year 6 to Bulmershe in September!  

Dear Year 6, 

I would like to introduce myself.  I am Mrs Woodfin, the very 

proud Headteacher of The Bulmershe School. I am writing to 

say how delighted I am that you have chosen to join us in 

September for the next chapter in your school career. 

Starting secondary school is a very exciting time but can also 

be quite daunting for you as you transfer from a relatively 

small school to a larger one. Please don’t worry though      

because we have a fantastic transition programme led by 

Miss Harris, our Transition Coordinator, who will help you to 

get to know the school and answer any questions you may 

have before you start here in September. We also have a 

wonderful group of student Transition Leaders who are     

looking forward to supporting you whilst you settle into 

Bulmershe School life. Additionally, this year’s year 7 students 

will be willing and able to give advice and to tell you how   

easily they settled in when they were in the same position as 

you. 

 

I’m really looking forward to meeting you and your family in 

person but in meantime, if you have any questions do not 

hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Woodfin, 

Headteacher. 

Hello Year 6,  

Welcome to a very exciting stage in your 

education, the start of secondary school! 

My name is Mrs Cousins, and from       

September I have the exciting job of being 

your Head of Year. Your tutors and I will be 

helping you reach your full potential here at 

school, by helping you to make positive 

choices and encouraging you to make the 

most of the many opportunities that 

Bulmershe has to offer. I look forward to 

getting to know each and every one of you 

and meeting your parents. Bulmershe is a 

great school where I am confident that all 

staff and students will help you to settle in.  

If you have any worries or questions please 

do not hesitate to contact me as I am here 

to support you. 

Mrs M Cousins 

Head of Year 7 

Hello Year 6, 

My name is Miss Harris (Transition          

Co-ordinator) I am delighted to hear that 

you will be joining us at The Bulmershe 

School in September to start your exciting 

journey at secondary school. Where we are 

all very much looking forward to meeting 

you and working with you over the next 

seven years of your education. 

I am here to support and guide you on your 

journey from your primary school to The 

Bulmershe School. So, if you have any 

questions or would like any advice, I will be 

very happy to answer them so please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

I am really looking forward to meeting you 

and helping you to settle into The 

Bulmershe School community. 

Miss L Harris 

Transition Co-ordinator 

From left to right—Mrs Woodfin, 

Mrs Cousins and Miss Harris 



From the Headteacher 

Dear all, 

We are almost at the end of term. I just wanted to say a huge thank you to everyone for all your support 

and kind words throughout this extraordinary time. When I reflect on the past 5 months I am so very proud 

of how we have all pulled together as a community. 

For me, the past few months encapsulates the immense levels of kindness, generosity, patience and   

perseverance that I have seen in our families. As education is a profoundly social act it is fundamental to 

have those strong community relationships, to not only maintain and build on successes but to also keep 

the community solution focused in times of adversity. I truly feel we have all done that. Thank you. 

With the September reopening plans I have a reassuring sense of achieving some much needed        

semblance of normality, for our students and our staff, once the autumn arrives. There has been a huge 

amount in the media with concerns about what students have missed out on and whilst this is certainly 

true, as school is a huge part of children’s lives, I hope they will have a new found excitement and        

anticipation for returning. The staff are already working hard on planning for consolidation and catching 

students up in September, so please try not to worry. 

I have had a few questions regarding studying over the holidays and I fully appreciate the challenges   

everyone has faced with home schooling.  Over the break the most important element of studying to    

continue with would be reading. Reading for pleasure is so important as it benefits all subjects. If you 

could encourage your child to read, or be read to for a minimum of 20 minutes a day (and look up the 

meanings of any words they do not understand) they will be in a strong position to return to their studies in 

September.  They need to choose a book, magazine or article that they are interested in. They should try 

and choose literature that challenges them but not too much that it puts them off. 

We say goodbye to some staff at the end of this term. Mr Tyler is leaving us after 8 years to become a 

Duke of Edinburgh Manager. Mr Slark is leaving us after 5 years to become a Head of Business. Mr Owen 

is leaving after 3 years to become a Head of Humanities. Miss Martinez is leaving us to return to Spain. 

Ms Read, an LSA, is leaving to join the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub at Thames Valley Police. 

Mrs Sunthareswaran, Art and DT Technician, is starting her PGCE training at Reading in September but 

will return to us later on in the year. 

To all of these staff, we thank you for all your hard work and wish you well with your future endeavours. 

Finally, just a couple of notices: 

Wokingham Borough Council will be working on our service road over the holiday and in September you 

should find it looking very different, with speed humps and proper road markings. That’s the good news – 

the bad news is that there will be parking restrictions in force, which will result in fines for drivers who do 

not abide by them. 

Term ends on Friday 17th July at 12.30. 

School reopens on Thursday 3rd September for year 7 and 12 only, and Friday 4th September for the rest 

of the school. 

Please try to enjoy a rest this holiday and stay safe. 

The staff and I look forward to seeing you all again in the new academic year. 

Kind regards 

Amanda Woodfin 

Headteacher 


