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Excellence Rewarded! 

Last year’s Year 11 and Year 13 students were invited to the virtual  pre-recorded 

annual ‘Headteacher’ certificate awards evening to celebrate their magnificent   

academic achievements in the past year. 

Forty one very deserving award winners’ successes and achievements were     

celebrated with presentations delivered by their Head of Faculty / Head of         

Department.  

The Year 11 Headteachers award went to Stanley and the Year 13 

Headteachers award went to Alina.  

 

Congratulations 

to all the award 

winners ! 

Art Award                                    Sonny  

Business Studies Award             Peter 

Child Development  Award         Boe  

Computer Studies  Award           Rebecca  

Drama Award                              Aneesa  

EAL Award                                  Francisco  

English Award                             Esme  

Geography Award                       Finley   

History Award                             Scarlett  

ICT Award                                   Sai  

Languages Award                       Ilaria  

Mathematics Award                    Ella  

Media  Studies  Award                Emilia  

Music Award                               Tiffany    

Photography Award                    Leo  

Physical Education Award          Liviya  

Progress Award                          Aliyah  

Science  Award                           Eva  

Technology Award                      Amy  

Art Award                                     Olivia  

Business Studies Award              Paris  

Child Development Award           Juwariah  

Drama Award                               Finnuala  

English Language 

& Literature  Award                      Nicole  

English Literature Award              Robert  

Further Mathematics Award         Riwaz  

Geography Award                         Amy 

History Award                               Connor  

ICT Award                                    Balraj  

Languages Award                        Nicole  

Mathematics Award                      Alice  

Media  Studies Award                  Andrew  

Photography Award                      Benjamin  

Psychology Award                        Tolu  

Science (Biology) Award              Jessica  

Science (Chemistry) Award          Hannah  

Science (Physics) Award              Awais  

Sociology Award                           Ignacy  

Sports Ambassador Award           Nason  

Year 11s 

Year 13s 



Year 5 Virtual Science Club! Science Teachers 

bring the fizz back into 

the year by delivering 

a helping hand!  Lockdown couldn’t stop the experiment shenanigans this 

term as Miss Bishop and Miss Grier brought all the science 

club fun to the homes of our budding Year 5 scientists.   

Delivering all the necessary resources  to homes around 

the local area they were able to do what we have all done 

best over the last twelve months and deliver online lessons 

and not be accidentally on mute! 

From making prosthetic hands and learning how flat drinks 

become fizzy to making non-newtonian-fluids (slime) the 

team delivered lessons to remember. Over the course of 

three excitement filled weeks it gave our future superstars 

the chance to experience what it would be like to be an   

engineer, a chemist and a key member of the             

Ghostbusters. 

The feedback from kids and parents was overwhelmingly 

positive with one parent stating “My daughter absolutely 

loved the sessions”. With restrictions lifting they are hoping 

to deliver these memorable experiments in person once 

again however safe in the knowledge that even lockdown 

will not stop us being able to make lifelong impressions on 

our brilliant young minds. 

Miss Jessica Bishop 

Wacky Ways 

with Words!  
A new Bulmershe Enrichment program launched this week: the 

fantastically imaginative workshop of Wacky Ways with Words. 

Miss Churchill led and taught a keen and creative group of Year 

5 students in a fun session on story writing skills. The children 

joined from a variety of our feeder primary schools: Rivermead, 

Beechwood and St Dominic’s – all through the technological,  

virtual world! Originally planned as a face-to-face session, the 

COVID-19 protocols meant the workshop was taken to virtual 

means through a Google Meet and students were happily joining 

in from their homes. The workshop included kinaesthetic         

activities using ‘story bags’ full of household objects to inspire 

creative writing; students used toothpaste, cuddly toys, and even 

spoons, as a prop to give them ideas for a story. Miss Brewer, 

also assisting with the session, wrote a fabulous piece about a 

Mr Tickle-esque monster stress toy! The lesson also became 

‘wacky’ when the students created their own neologisms (made-

up words) to include in the vocabulary too. It was great to have 

the Year 5 students’ expertise shared with us. Well done to all 

the participants who will receive a certificate and prize in the post 

for their exemplary participation in Wacky Ways for Words. Look 

out for this session again with Miss Churchill next year! 



Some of our students were asked their thoughts on returning 

to school after home learning. It’s great to see so many positive 

responses! Well done for all your hard work during lockdown!  

Student Voices on Returning 

to School! 

Holly Year 7 says... 

Ivayla Year 7 says... 

Kenzie Year 7 says... 

Aniya Year 8 says... 

Abigail Year 8 says... 

“I feel great! I get to see my friends 

and teachers in person – it makes 

learning so much easier!” 

“It feels awesome to be back at 

school after so much time at 

home.”  

“It is easier at school. I found 

there were so many distractions at 

home.” 

“I think the main reason I was excited to go back to school was 

seeing my friends and socialising with people I didn’t live with.  

Coming back to school made things much better and even 

though most people are hidden behind masks, it’s so great to 

laugh with my friends again.” 

“So far, school has been going well. However, it has been 

hard having to adjust to the increase in covid restrictions like 

mask-wearing in classes as well as between them.” 



More From Student Voices! 

“It’s been a nice experience to be at 

school, I feel much more motivated 

being back. I can interact much 

more with my friends and it was 

nice seeing everyone properly!” 

“It was nice seeing all my friends. 

Having the space to do my BTEC 

dance was great! I really missed 

seeing everyone and I love being 

back in the classroom.” 

“It is better working at school than 

at home. I understand the topics 

better when the teacher is in front 

of me and they are able to explain 

them more efficiently. There is no 

communication lag.” 

“A nice feeling of unity between 

staff and students after                 

experiencing the ups and downs of 

home learning.”  

“There is no longer any stress 

for exams because teachers 

have devoted the lessons to 

specifically help us target what 

will be in our mock exams”  

“Making a return to school;                  

reintroducing myself to the normality of 

life and a routine has been an extremely 

peculiar feeling. Although school is a 

familiar place, it has been hard to return 

due to the restrictions we now have to 

face such as wearing a mask in      

classrooms and having to take different 

routes to lessons. 

Returning to school has been              

refreshing and it’s comforting to see my 

friends and even just the people who I 

may not be close to but still see around 

school. It has been more relaxing  

knowing that we no longer have exams, 

giving us more time to prepare for 

mocks! 

I am genuinely glad we have made a   

return, though it has been different.” 

Elias Year 10 says... Holly Year 10 says... 

Laiba Year 11 says... Danielle Year 11 says... 

Carlo Year 11 says... 

Asma Year 11 says... 

“Being back in school has 

made it much easier to get the 

support you need from your 

teachers and the comfort you 

need from seeing your 

friends!” 

Mia Year 13 says... 



Enthuse Partnership Lead! 

We are delighted to announce that The Bulmershe School has been awarded ‘ENTHUSE 

Partnership Lead’ by STEM learning, the UK's largest provider of education and careers 

support in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The Bulmershe 

school will lead a unique partnership between 9 schools in the Thames Valley, sponsored 

by Boehringer Ingelheim UK, to improve STEM and careers education #STEM999. 

The #STEM999 project champions teachers, supports parents and celebrates students 

from all backgrounds to ensure that STEM is for everyone. Our world is becoming increas-

ingly technologically and scientifically advanced, meaning it is paramount our students are 

equipped with the right skills to participate fully and thrive in 21st century living. Locally, 

nearly 30% of jobs in Berkshire are in STEM sectors which is why it is crucial we support 

student and teacher development in STEM education. The partnership will provide parent 

workshops, professional development for teachers, opportunities for students and teachers 

to connect with industry professionals, along with a range of extra-curricular activities to 

inspire and upskill our students. 

Bulmershe are thrilled to be leading this dynamic and inspiring partnership to build our 

community through STEM education. 

More information can be found on: www.stematwork.co.uk/stem999 

Lead Practitioner for STEM - Michelle Grant 

Finished Media Resource Centre! 

Our new Media Resource 

Suite is now completed.  

 

Over 80 computers in one 

room.  

 

Rags to Riches! 

A huge THANK YOU for your support in your wonderful donations in   

supporting the school raising money to improve the schools learning      

environment. 

We successfully raised £104.12        

Due to this huge success we have scheduled another collection for Tuesday 

22nd June (further details to follow in the summer term). 



Artwork by Talented Year 7s and 8s! 

During last term, Year 7 and 8 completed 

some fantastic home learning work for 

art and technology. In art, Year 7 looked 

at Pop Art and Year 8 focused on Still Life 

work! 



More Wonderful Artwork by Year 7s 

and Year 8s! 

In Technology, 

Year 7 completed 

work on creating 

posters for a food 

festival inspired 

by Henri Matisse 

and Year 8        

developed a new 

super hero    

character! 



Student Council Updates! 

Over the Spring Term during lockdown, the student leadership team have been 

meeting virtually with school council across all year groups where they have 

demonstrated their unwavering enthusiasm and dedication to supporting and 

improving The Bulmershe School for everyone.  

Students would like to thank all     

teachers and associate staff for their 

support during the lockdown period 

where we are all so grateful  

What is going well with        

remote learning? 

 Live lessons 

 Online resources; Nearpod, Seneca  

 Teachers posting the live recording to 

support with students learning.  

Student Voices 

Raised... 

What We  

Did... 

During remote learning we felt that there was 

quite a lot of homework on top of the      

classroom work set.  

During remote learning we felt that there was 

a lot of time spent on a computer.  

Has the Basketball backboard been fixed 

since lockdown?  

When COVID-19 risks have been minimised 

can we continue to come to school in our PE 

kit as we feel we get more time dedicated to 

physical activities?  

When are we going to be getting new   

benches next to the tennis courts?  

During remote learning no homework 

will be set.  

Introduced screen free afternoons.  

This will be fixed during the summer 

holidays.  

PE kit will be kept on during the day due to 

COVID – 19, however, once the risk is 

minimised, school uniform will have to be 

worn after PE lessons, as normal.  

These benches are going to be     

replaced in the summer term.  

Overall, we hope to continue to contribute to allow the Bulmershe school to thrive both 

pastorally and academically where next term we will be focusing on the new library 

learning environment. 



Sporting Success! 

Congratulations to year 8 student 

Skyla who has been selected to be 

part of the Southern Region      

Gymnastics Squad for 2021.     

Congratulations Skyla on a fantastic 

achievement. 

Well done to year 7 students   

Nathan and Noah who competed 

in the Virtual Berkshire Schools 

Cross Country Competition.  The 

boys had to run 3k across cross 

country terrain and then submit 

their evidence.  Nathan finished 

9th overall and Noah was 26th 

out of over 80 competitors.  Well 

done to both boys. 

Congratulations to former   

student Louis who has gained 

a scholarship with Reading 

FC.  Louis, who has been in 

the Reading FC programme 

since primary school, was a 

student here in years 7-9    

before moving to Forest to 

continue his studies alongside 

the Reading FC                  

programme.  We wish him all 

the best for the future.  

Google Workspace Badges for Year 9    

Students ! 

Congratulations to the following year 9 students who have 

successfully completed their Google Digital Passport.        

Students were tasked with completing 37 Google Workspace 

(Drive, Docs, Classroom, Meet, Forms etc) tasks over the 

lockdown period as part of their Challenge and Commitment 

lesson and these students have managed to complete every 

single one of them.  Well done to Olu, Subhaan, Benjamin, 

James, Zain, Freddie, Sarah and Poppy.  The next challenge 

for these students (if they wish to accept) is to sign up for the 

Level 1 Google Certified Educator certification.  

Pictured to the right—

Skyla (Year 8)  

Pictured to the 

left—Louis  



Record Breaking Year 7 Placements 

and Sixth Form applicants !  

We are delighted to share with you that our offers for  places in Year 

7 this September is the highest we have seen in a decade, with an in-

crease of overall preferences, first choice preferences and waiting list. 

We could have filled out the year group with first choice preferences! 

We have had over 100 external applications for our Sixth Form. This 

is the first time in the school’s history that we have had this many! 

 This is phenomenal and demonstrates the success and reputation of 

the school in the community.  

A huge thank you for the support in continuing to promote The 

Bulmershe School within the local community it is truly appreciated.  

From the Chair of Governors! 

A Warm Welcome to Our New Clerk 

I am delighted to announce that we have recruited a new Clerk to Governors, 

who joined us earlier this month. Clare has been connected to The 

Bulmershe School since 2012 when her oldest daughter, now in her second 

year of university, joined in year 7. Her younger daughter is currently in year 

12. Clare has been involved in school governance since 2016 when she 

joined as trust secretary to a local Multi Academy Trust. She is clerk to      

governors to two primary schools within the trust and took on a LA          

maintained primary school in October last year. She joined the Bulmershe 

team in March 2021 and is looking forward to supporting the governors as 

they support Bulmershe. If you want to contact her or any of the governors, please do so via 

clerk@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk 

Governor Insight: Testing Centre 

Two of our governors have been helping out at the testing centre recently. “Colin and I had the 

opportunity help out at the school with the Lateral Flow Testing. We were so impressed with the 

operation – it was like run like a proper clinic! Mrs Gaeten and her team of volunteers made it all 

look so seamless. After having my own test administered, completing the NHS training and      

donning full PPE, we were then given a chance to take the samples provided by our pupils and 

process for the results. We are used to working under pressure, but this was on a different level. 

After a few swabs it became second nature, which is good. The pupils were brilliant, and we felt 

particularly sorry on the one day when the heaven’s opened and they had to stand in socially    

distanced queues in the pouring rain! It was good as parents and governors to have the             

opportunity to work with the staff and see the amazing work they do. Not only getting the tests 

done, but the care and attention they provided to some of the students who needed more support. 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to be part of the team. 

Monique Maree & Colin Maree 



From the Headteacher 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

If I had to sum up the last three weeks I would say they have been very purposeful, productive 

and positive! The students have returned to school keen and eager to progress with their stud-

ies and staff have been equally delighted to welcome them back. We have completed nearly 

4000 lateral flow tests in which staff and students have ‘just got on with it’ and I feel everyone 

has benefited from returning to school and to a familiar routine.  It is very satisfying to walk 

around the campus and see students working hard in lessons but also enjoying the interactions 

with their friends during social times, exactly how a school should be.  This academic year has 

been a huge challenge to date but the last three weeks have been truly impressive. 

For all our students receiving public examination grades in the summer, our goal over the com-

ing weeks is to gather a fair and consistent picture of their performance throughout their course.  

I know that colleagues are eager to do all they can in support of this and will seek to reassure 

and support students so that they can focus and give their best.  

For all other students, we will continue to push on with their learning whilst also building on and 

making the most of the opportunities that arise with students being back in school. 

As I am writing this we have reached another milestone in the government road map and I hope 

that you are all able to benefit from some of the increased opportunities that have been afforded 

to us all. The holiday will offer our community the chance to rest and recuperate. This term has 

been another leaving curve for everyone – lateral flow testing in school, home testing and home 

schooling to name but a few. We should all be proud of what we have achieved and I would   

encourage you all to take advantage of this time to reflect, take stock and take a breather!  

As always I am really grateful for all of your support, as a community we continue to work       

together to make our community safer.  

Have an enjoyable holiday.  

Kind Regards, 

Amanda Woodfin 

Headteacher.  

KEY DATES FOR THE SUMMER TERM: 

First day of term 19th April 2021 - start of term week B 

Year 7 Virtual Parents Evening - Thursday 22nd April 4pm - 7pm 

Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 31st May - Bank Holiday 

May Half Term - 1st June 2021 - 4th June 2021 

Last day of term - 20th July 2021 


