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Sweeney Todd Spectacular!

“The best
production yet!”

December saw students take to the stage for the whole
school production, this time turning their
talents to
the dark and challenging musical ‘Sweeney Todd.’
From
Elaborate
musical
numbers,
precise
choreography and fully functioning trapdoors, the
students handled themselves brilliantly, putting on three
stunning shows to fully packed audiences without their
enthusiasm or energy ever waning. All students
involved have done themselves and the school proud.
Similarly, the Performing Arts Department want to not
only thank the students involved, but also the many
Bulmershe staff and parents who kindly gave their time
and energy to help bring this show to life, it truly was a
reflection of the positive Bulmershe Community and will
no doubt be an unforgettable
experience for all
involved for years to come.

On the 4th of December, fifteen Year 5/6
primary students were invited to build Santa
Rocket Powered Sleighs after school in The
Bulmershe canteen. These festive wooden
sleighs were tested on a track running across
the canteen. The activity was enthusiastically
and exceptionally run by dedicated student
ambassadors led by Mr Hulley a teacher of the
Technology department. After creating and
then testing their stylish sleighs, the
students received a certificate, a Bulmershe
goodie bag and got to take home their sleighs
as an extra treat for their brilliant
participation.

Santa rocket powered
sleighs

Public Speaking Success!
On Thursday 14th of November, The Bulmershe School
had two very successful teams enter the annual public
speaking competition ‘Have Your Say’, run by the
Loddon Valley Rotary club. The evening saw excellent
speeches by teams from The Abbey, Reading Blue Coat,
Highdown School and Waingels—there was some fierce
competition!
Ella Axford and Nausika Napiersky (Year 12) won the
award for ‘Best Senior Team’ with their excellent speech
‘Do Materials Matter?’ looking at the concerns with a
materialistic society. Reuben Clacy and Gaetano Archer
(Year 12) successfully engaged the audience with their
charismatic speech ‘The one thing we need in this
modern world’, reminding us of just how vital a good
sense of humour can be. Reuben also went on to win the
award for ‘Best Speaker of the Evening’, which is his
second time securing this award!
Congratulations to all students. We are so proud of what
you have achieved!

Climate Crisis Conference

“A really great experience
that I thoroughly enjoyed. It
was really interesting
listening to other passionate
public speakers.”

On Friday 6th December, 4 students from year 10
and 4 students from year 9, attended the Schools'
Climate Conference in Reading’s Council
Chamber. This is set up by InterClimate Network,
for students to act out an actual climate change
conference, representing different countries from
around the world. Our year 10's represented
Australia and delivered a brilliant speech on their
aims to reduce climate change, and our year 9's
represented India asking for pledges from richer
countries to support their reductions in
greenhouse gases. The groups were given the
opportunity to listen to all country pledges, and
then negotiate between them to attempt to strike
deals to aid in their reduction targets.
Our students were eloquent, passionate and a
credit to the school. They delivered fantastic
speeches, and worked superbly with other
Reading schools to come up with realistic ways in
which we can reduce emissions within our own
schools.

Sporting Success!
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Under 16 Girls Football Team
Finish Runners Up in Reading
Schools League

Congratulations

to the U16 girls football
team who finished runners up in their
league and playoff in the Reading Schools
League. The girls finished second in their
league after wins against Oakbank,
Reading Girls, JMA, Holme Grange, ME
Reading and St.Josephs with their only
defeat coming against Bohunt. The girls
would meet Bohunt again in the playoff
final after beating Prospect on penalties in
the semi-final only to lose 1-0 in the
final. Nevertheless, with the majority of
the team being year 10 students this
bodes well for next year.

Football County Honours
for Year 9 Student Poppy

Congratulations

to year 9
student Poppy who has been
selected to represent Berkshire
this season in Football. Poppy
attended two trials at Bohunt,
which were extremely well
attended and has been selected
as part of a squad of 19
girls. We wish Poppy and her
teammates all the best with their
fixtures this year.

Under 14 Girls Football Team Finish
Runners Up in Reading Schools League

Congratulations to the U14 girls football who finished
runners up in their league in the Reading Schools
League. The girls finished second in their league after
wins against Oakbank, Reading Girls, JMA, Holme
Grange, ME Reading, Leighton Park and St.Josephs
with their only defeat coming against Bohunt. The girls
then lost unfortunately to Highdown in the playoff
semi-final. Well done girls on a good season.

England Hockey
Performance Centre
for Year 10 Student
Alice

Congratulations

to year 10
student Alice Mitchell who
has made it through to the
England
Hockey
Performance Centre. Alice
who plays as a goalkeeper
joins her brother Cameron
at the
Performance
Centre.

Congratulations Alice on a
great achievement.

Pictured
to the left
—Poppy,
star
football
player

Under 16 Boys Basketball
Team Start with Two Wins

The

under 16 boys basketball
team have started their season
well with two convincing wins
against
Piggott
and
Waingels. With the new sports
hall still being built the boys
once again have to play all their
games
away
this
season.
Against Piggott the
boys won 47-27 and then the
following day they travelled to
Waingels and won 64-28.

Year 7 Girls Football Team Make Good Start
to the Season

The year 7 girls football team have made a good start to
their season winning 7 of their opening 9 games with 3
games still to play. The girls have picked up victories
against Chiltern Edge,
Highdown, Prospect,
Abbey, Reading Girls, BHF and St.Josephs only losing
against Denefield and Little Heath.

More Sporting Success!

Wembley Women’s Football
Record Breakers

On

Saturday 9th November a group
of fifteen students from The
Bulmershe School attended the
England Women’s Football friendly
against the German national team.
The game was a great experience for
a number of students who had never
attended a football game before and
others who had never been to
Wembley Stadium before. The
atmosphere made it a very special
occasion with our students being part
of the record breaking attendance
figures. The record for the highest
attendance at a Lionesses' home
fixture was set at a staggering 77,768
to watch England take on Germany
and we made up 17 of those seats!
Our students represented the school
very well and waved their England
flags, cheered and chanted.
It was a fantastic game to watch with
penalties, strong challenges, goals
and although the outcome wasn’t as
most had hoped, it turned out to be a
very good game of football to watch.
A massive thank you to Miss Roberts
for organising and running the trip!
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Year 7 Boys Rugby Team Undefeated in
Festival

The

annual rugby festival took place on Thursday 21st
November at Reading Blue Coat School.
The year 7 team have developed exponentially through
the season, starting from an inexperienced group of boys
to a well organised, determined and responsive machine.
Around 36 teams entered the draw and our first
challenges were a group of unfamiliar teams in Reading
Blue Coat B, Little Heath and Park House.

A draw 0-0 against Blue Coat in the bitter cold of the
morning got the boys warmed up. This result spurred the
team on to a 4-3 victory over Park House with Ollie D
scoring a hat trick of tries and Tiago cleaning up with a
game winner. The momentum continued into a dogged
Little Heath team and another 4-2 win for Bulmershe.
At lunch the teams moved into more competitive groups
based on their results. A good battle from
Sandhurst -a team who had not played as many games
as us in the first round, and it hurt them as we pushed
through a 3-0 victory. Forest were the big challenge, the
boys pushed through them with big tackles, great hands,
strong team work and sheer determination. Another
fantastic 3-0 win. Finally, against Maiden Erlegh, yet
another 3-0 win! An unbeaten day of rugby against some
very talented rugby teams.
A huge thank you to Reading Blue Coat for hosting.
Thank you to all the staff in the PE department for
supporting and training them throughout the season.
Well done to Finn, Kamal, Max, Alex, Matthew, Harvey,
Stephan, Oliver, Lawson, Tiago, Sean, Anton, Jerome,
Sammy, Kacper, Harry, Aditya and Adam for all of your
performances this season!

This

Year 7 & 8 School Bushcraft Camp

years camp is being
hosted by The Bushcraft
Company
at
their
Boughton Woods site near
Kettering. The camp will be
from Tuesday the 16th of
June to Friday the 19th of
June 2020. The trip will
cost a total of £260
(including travel). Visit Mr
Hulley for a camp letter
and/or any further details
or visit the Bushcraft
Company website for more
information:
www.thebushcraftcompany
.com/uk-centres

“Observing students playing and engaging
with nature and each other - without
technology was an absolute delight.”

A level History Trip To London
On

Wednesday the 4th of December,
year 12 and 13 history students travelled
to London to visit Westminster Abbey
and The National Archives to learn more
about Elizabeth I for their A Level
course . At the Archives, students were
able to analyse original Elizabethan
documents, as well as brainstorm as a
group about how Elizabeth I was as a
queen. At Westminster Abbey , students
were given a guided tour and talk about
its history and significance in the Tudor
period. Our Sixth form students
represented the school very well and
showed great enthusiasm throughout the
day.
Thankyou to Mr Owen and Mr Gault for
accompanying the students and to Mrs
Coombes for organizing the experience.

“I had a great time, I
especially enjoyed
Pictured above — Artefacts
from the National Archives

seeing the artefacts! ”
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Safe Drive Stay Alive
Sixth

form
students
travelled
to
Basingstoke to watch the Thames Valley
and Hampshire Police Safe Drive Stay
Alive campaign, at the Anvil. This is an
annual event for Bulmershe Sixth form
students, providing them with a real insight
into the hazards and risks of driving, as
well as what emergency services have to
work through on an almost daily
basis. Students witnessed a video of a
dramatised version of a car accident,
interspersed with personal accounts from
paramedics, traffic officers, firefighters, as
well as from a survivor and a victim’s
mother.

“The
performance
was very
hard-hitting
and thought
provoking and
the first-hand
accounts were
really
Insightful.”

Castle Building Competition
Fab Finalists!

In

recent weeks, there has been
much excitement amongst year 7 due
to the return of the Wickens Castle
Competition. The annual event, held
in remembrance of Bulmershe
teacher Mr G Wickens, challenges
students to create a historically
accurate and fully
labelled model
castle. The standard this year was
incredibly high, with students using a
variety of materials for their creations;
cardboard, wood, slate & even cake!
With finalists selected from each
class, the year group then voted for
their favourite, with the winners
chosen as Tiago Sousa, Abidur
Chowdury & Harvey Woolnough. Well
done for some excellent entries Y7.

A Level
Biology
Zoo Trip

On

the 21st of October the A Level Biology students attended
the Annual Marwell Zoo conservation Conference. The students
along with other schools learnt about the role of the Zoo in a
number of different Conservation projects. The animals ranged
from snails to Sand Newts and from Cheetahs to Snow
Leopards. The students took part in a seminar about managing
the Masai Mara where they took on different roles and debated
how to use land. Some of our students very much enjoyed taking
on the role of the Government and making the final decisions!
We also learnt about international breeding programs and
genetics and had to decide on which animals to breed to ensure
genetic biodiversity. In the afternoon we all thoroughly enjoyed
going round the Zoo to see all the animals, no favourite was
decided, however suggestions included the tigers, the sloth, the
meercats and the Giraffes. Thank you to Mrs Nath and Mrs
Brown for taking us.

From the Headteacher
It

has been another busy, productive start to the new school year. Year 5/6
primary school children and their parents were welcomed to the school in early
September, attending our open mornings and evening. The positive comments
we received afterwards were very encouraging, and it was a pleasure to meet so
many parents and children from the local community as well as further afield.

Primary school children have had many opportunities to visit the school so far
this year, with our ‘Rocketeers’ event, Maths and Science classes and recently
our infamous ‘Santa Rocket Sleighs’ event. Our brilliant student ambassadors
visited local primary schools to give children an insight into life as a Bulmershe
Student.
The school production never fails to generate excitement and interest, and this year’s “Sweeney Todd”,
met with rave reviews. My thanks go to our new Head of Performing Arts, Mrs Whitmarsh, her talented
and hardworking teaching and technical team, and of course, our amazing cast. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank the parents who also gave up so much of their spare time to help – we couldn’t
have done it without you!
Friday 20th December is the last day of term, with school finishing at 12.25. It is also a non-uniform day,
with students and staff contributing at least £1 to wear non-uniform or a Christmas jumper. This year we
are splitting the money raised with 60% going towards equipping a mindfulness area for students in The
Ivory Centre, and the remaining 40% to the charity chosen by our student council “Save the Children”
Looking ahead to next term, school resumes on Monday 6th January at 8.25am. Year 8 in-class exams
run from Wednesday 8th January to Wednesday 15th January. The first parent forum of the new year is
also on Wednesday 8th January, 6pm – 7pm in the 6th Form Centre. The first item on the agenda will be
‘Understanding and dealing with anxiety and depression’. The full agenda will be published after
Christmas, please email cmiles@bulmershe.wokingham.sch.uk to reserve your place. The first meeting
of our parent RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) focus group is on Wednesday 15th January,
6 – 7pm in the 6th form centre. Full details can be found on the ‘news’ section of our website.
Thank you for all your support; I wish you all a very happy holiday and a peaceful start to 2020.

